VALLEY CENTER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
(This Measure will appear on the ballot in the following form.)

MEASURE AA
VALLEY CENTER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROTECTION
MEASURE To maintain/improve local fire protection/emergency medical services and wildfire/natural
disaster preparedness/response; recruit/retain firefighters/paramedics; build a fire station to improve
response times; replace aging equipment; shall Valley Center Fire Protection District’s measure levying 6¢
per square foot of improved residential property, $49 per unimproved parcel, with different rates for other
property types, providing $820,000 annually for local use, until ended by voters; with senior exemptions
and independent oversight, be adopted?
Passage of this measure requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of those qualified electors voting on the
matter. Full text of this measure follows the arguments and rebuttals.

COUNTY COUNSEL IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS
VALLEY CENTER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
SPECIAL TAX ELECTION
This measure was placed on the ballot by the governing board of the Valley Center Fire
Protection District (“District”). If approved by two-thirds of the voters voting on the measure, this
measure would authorize the District to impose a special tax on all taxable real property within the
District to be levied annually commencing July 1, 2021.
This measure requests voters approve special taxes levied annually on a parcel as
detailed below.
Tax Rate
$0.06

Unit of Measurement
Per square foot

$0.18
$49.00

Per square foot
Per parcel

Type of Property
Residential Property (including single family
homes, duplexes, multiple family homes and
miscellaneous residential property)
Commercial and Industrial Improved Property
Mobile Homes, Mobile Home Parks and
Unimproved property

The proceeds of all special tax revenue can only be used for the purpose of funding the
District’s operational and capital costs of providing fire protection, rescue, emergency medical,
hazardous material emergency response, ambulance, other services relating to the protection of
lives and property, and the costs of administering the special tax, including, but not limited to the
costs of election and the costs of collection.
Any property owner aged 65 years or older may qualify for an exemption from the special
tax if that property owner: (1) is 65 or older on June 30 of the fiscal year immediately preceding the
fiscal year in which the tax will apply, (2) occupies the parcel as a primary residence, and (3)
submits a timely application with the District.
If this measure is approved, the District has made the special tax subject to an annual
audit report to be prepared by an independent auditor. The report will state (1) the amount of the
special tax proceeds collected and expended in each year; and (2) the status of any projects or
description of any programs funded from the special tax.
A “YES” vote is a vote in favor of establishing a special tax for the purposes of funding
fire protection and suppression, and emergency services.
A “NO” vote is a vote against establishing a special tax for the purposes of funding fire
protection and suppression, and emergency services.
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE AA
If you live in Valley Center or surrounding rural areas, there's nothing more important in THIS
election than your YES VOTE on Measure AA for Valley Center Fire Protection District.
When a life-threatening medical emergency, fire, or wildfire strikes, EVERY SECOND COUNTS.
Valley Center Fire Protection District (VCFPD) has answered the call for 39 years, heroically saving
lives and protecting our families, homes, and property.
Sadly, however, limited funding, increasing demands and rising operating costs have taken their
toll - today Valley Center Fire Protection District is spread dangerously thin.
The risks are high and growing: Experts tell us that the brain starts deteriorating 4-6 minutes after a
person stops breathing. However, theaverage 911 response time in Valley Center is10minutes.
Some firefighting and lifesaving emergency medical equipment is so old it no longer meets current
safety standards. VCFPD can only afford to offer low wages and benefits, so firefighters must take
on multiple jobs to get by - or worse, they train here and leave for better jobs elsewhere.
Measure AA provides a prudent solution to address VCFPD's most urgent needs. NO other
funding currently exists to meet these needs.
Measure AA will:
•
Improve rapid- response times for fire and 911 emergency medical services
•
Recruit/retain qualified firefighters and paramedics, and offer a living wage
•
Upgrade firefighting/lifesaving equipment, technology and facilities
•
Provide a fire station on Cole Grade, to improve 911 response times across our BS-square
mile community
•
Help lower fire insurance rates
Taxpayer protections are REQUIRED.
ALL FUNDS STAY LOCAL, the State CANNOT take this funding away.
Independent Citizen Oversight and mandatory audits ensure proper spending.
Senior citizens are eligible for an exemption.
Your YES VOTE is an investment in YOUR future. Firefighters, emergency responders, and
residents across Valley Center urge your support.
Please -for your family, your property and your community, VOTE YES on AA.
ABE BOULOS
(Owner) County Junction Deli

DELORES CHAVEZ HARMES
Chair - VCCPG

BILL TROK
Pastor Ridgeview Church

SAM BECKETT
Home Loan Advisor/VC Chamber Treasurer
DIANE CONAWAY
Realtor-RE/MAX United
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE AA
This rebuttal is provided for Valley Center Fire Protection District residents to think long and hard
before taxing themselves AN ADDITIONAL $820,000 PER YEAR - WITH NO END DATE. Vote
No on Measure AA!
Fire protection is a laudable goal but is the existing money spent well? Do regular taxpayers get to
ask for more money when they come up short? We know the answer.
We encourage you to think very carefully before giving politicians a blank check of $820,000
PER YEAR.
And with no end date, generations not yet born will be paying this tax.
Residents are already paying the highest state income taxes and highest state sales taxes in the
United States. Measure AA will make it permanently more expensive to own property in Valley
Venter, even when the economy is bad. Vote No on Measure AA!
TONY KRVARIC
Chairman, Republican Party of San Diego County
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE AA
Here we go again. Measure AA is another tax increase that will make owning a home in Valley
Center more expensive, taxing the residents of Valley Center $820,000 PER YEAR WITH NO
END IN SIGHT.
How come there’s money for everything else but somehow there’s not enough money for the very
purpose for which the district was created? Note No on Measure AA!
TONY KRVARIC
Chairman, Republican Party of San Diego County
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE AA
Here’s what our Measure AA Opponent didn’t tell you: He filed similarly cynical, uninformed and
misleading statements across the county. He doesn’t live in Valley Center. And apparently, he
hasn’t bothered to visit our community or our fire stations; otherwise, he would know, as we do, that
Measure AA is absolutely needed and worth the investment.
Here are the facts:
•

More than 75% of 911 emergencies in Valley Center are medical emergencies, including:
heart attacks, strokes and car accidents. Valley Center Fire Protection District (VCFPD) is
OUR dedicated emergency responder in these situations.

•

Some of VCFPD’s local firefighting and lifesaving emergency medical equipment is so old it
no longer meets current safety standards.

•

Experts report that the brain starts deteriorating 4-6 minutes after a person stops breathing.
However, the average 911 response time in Valley Center is 10 minutes.

•

Low firefighter wages are hurting Valley Center. Due to inadequate funding, VCFPD
firefighters don’t earn as much as other firefighters in San Diego County; so they typically train
here and take on multiple jobs until they can leave for better paying jobs elsewhere.

•

Fire season is now year around. VCFPD needs additional resources to be ready and
prepared if a wildfire like the Paradise, Miller or Lilac Fires strikes our community in the future.

•

Measure AA will help.

The above facts have convinced Valley Center homeowners, seniors, taxpayers and voters from
all parties—in addition to firefighters and first responders – to VOTE YES on AA.
Measure AA deserves your support too.
Stand with us. You’ll be in good company.
Please! VOTE YES on AA.
VoteYesOnMeasureAA.org
PHYLLIS KNIGHT
Marketing & Pauma Valley Insurance
Community Relations

MARIAN P. WALTERS
Admin-VC Chamber & Ridgeview Church

JAMES W. WEAVER
Retired Business Owner

BARBARA ANDREWS
Retired Teacher
JOHN YEAGER
Business Owner - 2014 VC Citizen Of The Year
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FULL TEXT OF MEASURE AA
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM SPECIAL PARCEL TAX RATES FOR
FIRE PROTECTION AND SUPPRESSION AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
WHEREAS, the Valley Center Fire Protection District (the “District”) is a Fire Protection
District formed and operating under the Fire Protection District Law of 1987 set forth in Health and
Safety Code section 13800 et seq. and has the authority to provide fire protection services, rescue
services, emergency medical services, hazardous material emergency response services,
ambulance services, and other services relating to the protection of lives and property that are
critical to the public peace, health, and safety of its residents and members of the public (collectively
“fire protection and suppression and emergency medical services”); and
WHEREAS, the District has a duty to provide for the safety of its residents and members
of the public by maintaining and providing adequate funding for fire protection and suppression and
emergency medical services within the District; and
WHEREAS, fire season is now year-round and, with a mix of dry brush, dead trees and
the Santa Ana winds, the District is at risk of wildfires like the Paradise (2003), Poomacha (2007),
and Miller (2019) wildfires that struck our community in the past; and
WHEREAS, inadequate staffing and equipment for fire protection and suppression and
emergency medical services may result in inadequate response times to emergency calls by the
District and pose a risk to the health, safety, the general welfare of the District’s residents and
members of the public, and to property; and
WHEREAS, additional revenues are necessary to repair or replace District fire and
emergency medical equipment to meet the national fire protection standard approved lifespan, to
protect firefighters and to better address wildfires, as well as to retain or attract skilled firefighters
and paramedics; and
WHEREAS, the speed and direction of wildfires are difficult to predict, and additional
revenues will provide the means to more quickly communicate information relating to evacuations
to District residents and businesses; and
WHEREAS, recent medical studies confirm that the brain starts deteriorating between
four and six minutes after a person stops breathing, but the average 911 response time in Valley
Center is ten minutes. With more than 3/4 of 911 emergencies in our community being medical
emergencies, such as heart attacks, strokes and car accidents, this measure is needed to make
sure residents receive emergency medical care quickly; and
WHEREAS, additional revenues are further necessary to upgrade outdated fire stations,
which lack the room for a fire engine with a ladder, and also to establish a third fire station to provide
service to the District’s nearly 85-square-mile service area, and to help ensure firefighters and
paramedics can rapidly respond to more than one emergency at the same time; and
WHEREAS, using national standards, the Valley Center Fire Protection District has
enough staff, equipment and fire stations to ensure that they are available and ready to respond to
a fire or an emergency 75% of the time. This measure will provide the necessary resources to
ensure it is ready to respond 95% of the time, without seeking help from fire departments located
at least 30 minutes away; and
WHEREAS, the District must find an immediate solution to provide adequate funding for
its fire protection and suppression and emergency medical services to ensure the health, safety,
and general welfare of its residents and members of the public and to protect property; and
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FULL TEXT OF MEASURE AA (CONTINUED)
WHEREAS, commencing July 1, 2021, the District will adopt a special parcel tax to
continue to provide adequate fire protection and suppression and emergency medical services
within the District and meet anticipated future demands for such services.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Directors of the Valley Center
Fire Protection District as follows:
Section 1.
Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are incorporated herein and
by this reference made an operative part hereof.
Section 2.
Special Parcel Tax for Fire Protection and Suppression and
Emergency Medical Services. There is hereby established for the Valley Center Fire Protection
District (the “District”) a special parcel tax.
Section 3.
Specific Purposes of the Special Parcel Tax. The specific purposes
of the special parcel tax are to fund the District’s operational and capital costs of providing fire
protection, rescue, emergency medical, hazardous material emergency response, ambulance,
other services relating to the protection of lives and property, and costs of administering the special
parcel tax, including, but not limited to, the costs of the election, and the costs of collection. The
proceeds of the special parcel tax shall be used only for the specific purposes identified herein.
Section 4.
Special Account. The proceeds of the special parcel tax shall be
deposited in a special account, created and maintained by the District, and used only for the specific
purposes identified in Section 3 of this Ordinance.
Section 5.
Accountability Measures. The chief fiscal officer of the District shall
cause a report to be prepared by an independent auditor and to be filed with the District Board of
Directors no later than June 30 of each year. The report shall state: (1) the amount of special parcel
tax proceeds collected and expended in such year; and (2) the status of any projects or description
of any programs funded from proceeds of the special parcel tax. The report may relate to the
calendar year, fiscal year, or other appropriate annual period, as the chief fiscal officer of the District
shall determine, and may be incorporated into or filed with the annual budget, audit, or other
appropriate routine report to the District Board of Directors.
Section 6.
Application of Special Parcel Tax. The special parcel tax shall be
assessed to the owner of each parcel within the District, unless the owner is by law exempt from
taxation, in which case, the tax imposed shall be assessed to the holder of the possessory interest
in such parcel, unless such holder is also by law exempt from taxation. Subject to the provisions of
the law, the term “parcel” means any parcel of land which lies wholly or partially within the
boundaries of the District, for which the San Diego County Assessor has assigned an assessor’s
parcel number. The special parcel tax shall not apply to any person, entity, or property as to whom
or which it is beyond the power of the District to impose the tax herein provided.
Section 7.
Imposition of Special Parcel Tax. The special parcel tax shall be
levied each year, commencing July 1, 2021, on all taxable parcels of property, improved or
unimproved, within the boundaries of the District based on their land use category as set forth in
Section 6 of this Ordinance and as the rates may be otherwise modified in accordance with Section
7 of this Ordinance.
Section 8.
Special Tax Rate Schedule. The maximum rates of the special
parcel tax are hereby established and adopted as follows:
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FULL TEXT OF MEASURE AA (CONTINUED)
Rate
Unit of Measurement
$0.06 Per square foot
$0.18 Per square foot
$49.00 Per parcel

Type of Property
Residential Property (including single family homes,
duplexes, multiple family homes, and miscellaneous
residential property)
Commercial and Industrial Improved Property
Mobile Homes, Mobile Home Parks, and Unimproved
Property (including irrigated farm, rural land,
institutional, recreational, vacant, and other
unimproved property)

Section 9.
Annual Report. The District shall annually adopt a written report
which shall contain a description of each lot or parcel of property subject to the special parcel tax,
the amount of the special parcel tax for each lot or parcel for each fiscal year, and the basis and
schedule for the special parcel tax authorized pursuant to this Ordinance.
Section 10.
Computation and Collection of Special Parcel Tax. The District Fire
Chief or his/her authorized designee or employee is hereby authorized and directed each fiscal
year, commencing with the fiscal year 2021- 2022, to determine the special parcel tax amount to
be levied for the next ensuing fiscal year for each taxable parcel of real property within the District,
in the manner and as provided in accordance with this Ordinance and the authorizations set forth
herein. The special parcel tax shall be collected on behalf of the District by the County of San Diego
in the same manner and subject to the same penalties as, or with, other charges and taxes fixed
and collected by the District, or by the County of San Diego on behalf of the District. The District
Fire Chief or his or her authorized designee is hereby authorized and directed to provide all
necessary information to the County Treasurer-Tax Collector to effect proper billing and collection
of the special parcel tax so that the installments of the tax shall be included on the secured property
tax roll of the County. Unless otherwise required by the District Board of Directors, no Board of
Directors’ action shall be required to authorize the annual collection of the special parcel tax as
herein provided.
Section 11.
Interest and Penalties. The special parcel tax shall be collected in
the same manner as ordinary ad valorem taxes are collected; provided, however, that the District
Board of Directors may authorize other appropriate methods of collection of the special parcel tax
by appropriate resolution(s). The special parcel tax shall have the same lien priority, and be subject
to the same penalties and the same procedure and sale in cases of delinquency, as provided for
ad valorem taxes.
Section 12.
Senior Exemption. Any persons who are the owners of a parcel used
solely for owner-occupied, single-family residential purposes, and are 65 years of age or older on
or before June 30 of the fiscal year immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the tax should
apply may obtain an exemption from the levy of the special parcel tax, by submitting to the District
an application of such owners or persons, prior to June 15 of any year. The District may establish
rules and procedures to implement this exemption, or for the implementation of any other part of
this Ordinance.
Section 13.
Severability. If for any reason any provision of this Ordinance or the
application thereof is found to be invalid, or if the special parcel tax is found inapplicable to any
particular parcel within the District by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the balance of this
Ordinance and the application of the special parcel tax to the remaining parcels within the District
shall not be affected and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable.
Section 14.
Successors. To the fullest extent permitted by law, this Ordinance
and its special parcel tax authorization and authority shall be binding upon any successors in
interest to the District or any successors in interest to the District’s fire protection and prevention
functions, including emergency medical service functions.
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