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5600 Overland Avenue, Suite 100, San Diego, California  92123-1278 

Telephone:  (858) 565-5800     Toll-free:  1 (800) 696-0136     TTY / TDD:  (800) 735-2929 
Facsimile:  (858) 505-7294     Web Address:  www.sdvote.com 

 
 

 

SHAWN K. BROM 
Registrar of Voters 

 ROSA RASCON 
Interim Assistant Registrar of Voters 

 

July 2026 

 

Dear Candidates & Campaigns,  

With the primary election complete, the 2026 election cycle now moves to the general election. 
Whether you advanced from June or are preparing for a contest that appears only in November, 
this Candidate Filing Guide outlines the key steps and deadlines to keep your campaign informed 
and ready for the November 3, 2026 Gubernatorial General Election. 

November’s general serves as the statewide runoff under California’s Top Two system where the 
two highest vote‑getters for voter‑nominated offices move on to the November ballot. In addition, 
November is a consolidated election date that includes many local jurisdictions that do not hold 
primaries such as cities, school districts, and special districts. They will appear alongside other 
municipal and school contests that had primaries and are now proceeding to November runoffs. 

This Guide summarizes key provisions of the California Elections Code and other laws relevant 
to candidates running for office in San Diego County for the November 3, 2026, Gubernatorial 
General Election. While not comprehensive, it highlights the essential requirements and resources 
to help guide you. Candidates, political committees, and anyone interested in elective office should 
not rely solely on this Guide. For more information, please contact our office at (858) 505-7260 
or seek a consultant or legal counsel.  

At the San Diego County Registrar of Voters, our mission is to administer fair, transparent, 
accurate, and secure elections. Part of that mission is helping candidates successfully navigate the 
filing process. We strive to make the experience as straightforward as possible. Our Campaign 
Services Team has spent months preparing to assist you, starting with the updated Candidate Filing 
Guide. 

If you have questions after reviewing this Guide, we’re here to help. You can count on us to provide 
answers or connect you with the right resources to ensure you have the support you need 
throughout this process.  

 

Sincerely, 

Shawn K. Brom 
Registrar of Voters 
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CHAPTER 1
FAQs & Calendar of Events

FILING GUIDE INFORMATION

FAQs

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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FILING GUIDE INFORMATIONFILING GUIDE INFORMATION

This Guide has been prepared to summarize major provisions of the California Elections Code 
and other laws. It is not all encompassing; however, it does provide the fundamentals to run 
for office. Highlighting a few of these, you will find a condensed overview of the qualifications 
needed to run for an office and the types of forms that are required to be filled out. Additionally, 
you will find a Calendar of Events which provides important milestones of the election cycle. 
It also contains important campaign finance disclosure reporting information and a variety of 
candidate services (e.g., voter data, maps, etc.) we offer to assist in managing the campaign.

Please note that it is not within the purview of this office to determine whether a candidate 
meets the requirements for holding office. Individuals with questions concerning their own or 
other candidate qualifications or other related matters should seek legal counsel.

No duty is imposed upon the Registrar of Voters to determine whether a candidate meets 
the requirements for holding office. The Declaration of Candidacy that each candidate must 
sign states that the candidate meets the statutory and/or constitutional qualifications for 
office including, but not limited to, citizenship, residency, and party preference, if applicable.

Candidates and others using this Guide must bear full responsibility to make their own 
determinations as to all legal standards, duties and factual material contained therein.

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

sdvote.com

(858) 505-7260
5600 Overland Ave., Ste.100, San Diego, CA 92123

  Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
  Monday through Friday (excluding state/county holidays)

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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Q: When can I run for office?
A: The candidate filing period runs from July 13, 2026, through August 7, 2026. Candidate forms are only available during this 
period, and all forms need to be filled out and submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 7, 2026. If you are interested in a city 
office, please visit the respective city clerk’s office, or view the city’s website.

Q: How do I find my voting districts?
A: Visit sdvote.com and enter your voter information to verify your voting districts* or use the following QRC:

Q: May I have someone pick up my paperwork? 
A: Yes. However, we require an Authorization Form signed by the candidate. If the authorized Representative is also filing the 
candidate’s nomination documents, the Declaration of Candidacy must be notarized.

Q: How long will it take to complete documents?
A: It should take approximately 50 minutes to complete everything if you do it at our office. You also have the option to pick up 
the documents from our office and return them once they are completely filled out. The time it takes to process your documents 
may vary depending on how accurately you fill out the forms. To prevent any delays, we recommend submitting your documents 
as early as possible. Please note that during busy days, specifically July 13, 2026, and August 7, 2026, you might experience a 
wait of up to 3 hours.

Q: May I fax or email my official candidate filing documents?
A: No. The Registrar of Voters office requires original signed forms.

Q: Are there any filing fees?
A: There are no filing fees for the November 3, 2026, General Election.

Q: Are there any other fees that I should know about?  
A: Yes. You have the option to submit a Candidate Statement of Qualifications to appear in the Voter Information Pamphlet. 
Please see Chapter 2 for prices.

Q: Can I update my submitted Candidate Statement of Qualifications?
A: No, it cannot be changed after submitting it unless a court orders otherwise. However, a Candidate Statement of Qualifications 
can be withdrawn before the 5:00 p.m. deadline on Friday, August 7, 2026.

Q: If a contest does not appear on the ballot due to an insufficient number of candidates, can the Candidate Statement 
of Qualifications fee be refunded?
A: Yes. The Candidate Statement of Qualifications fee will be refunded if the contest does not require an election. Refunds will be 
issued 4-6 weeks after Friday, August 7, 2026.

Q: Can I decide not to run for office after I have submitted my nomination papers?
A: A candidate running for a school, community college or special district may not withdraw their Declaration of Candidacy after
5 p.m. on the 88th day prior to the election (Friday, August 7, 2026).

Q: What is the order of the candidates’ names on the ballot?
A: The order of candidate names is determined by the “randomized alphabet” that is drawn by the Secretary of State on 
August 13, 2026. If the office overlaps more than one county, they will follow the respective county randomized alphabet.

Q: Will I be able to find out who is running for office?
A: Yes. The Registrar of Voters office will publish a daily list of candidates who have been issued and have filed nomination 
documents via our website at sdvote.com. The list will be updated by 6 p.m., Monday through Friday, starting August 7, 2026.

FAQsFAQs

*If you have requested confidential voter status 
under Assembly Bill No. 1392, please call our 
office directly at (858) 565-5800 for help with 
checking your registration.

https://www.sdvote.com/content/dam/rov/shared/candidate-filing/city-clerks.pdf
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en/elec-rep-info-lookup.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/dam/rov/en/election/nov-3-2026-general-election/candidate-authorization-form-general-2026.pdf
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1392
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FAQs (Continued)FAQs (Continued)

Q: Can I choose what languages my candidate statement will be printed in?
A: No. Our office is federally mandated to print our County Voter Information Pamphlets in five languages: Chinese, English, 
Filipino, Spanish, and Vietnamese. 

Q: Can the San Diego County Registrar of Voters office help me complete my required campaign disclosures?
A: As a nonpartisan governmental entity, we can only provide tools and resources. We cannot complete your disclosure forms 
and we will not provide any legal advice. You may request additional information from the California Fair Political Practices 
Commission (FPPC) or seek your own legal counsel. The FPPC will be conducting a webinar on August 11, 2026 on state and 
local campaign disclosure requirements. For more information see page 49.

Q: Where can I research the contributions and/or expenditures of a committee?
A: You may visit sdvote.com and review the Campaign Disclosure Public Access portal for the County. Specific campaign 
finance disclosure forms are required to report election campaign contribution and expenditure activities. To view federal 
disclosure, please visit the Federal Election Commission’s website (fec.gov). To view state disclosure, please visit the 
Secretary of State’s website (sos.ca.gov). To view city disclosure, please visit the city’s website.

Q: Can I e-File my financial forms with your office?
A: Yes. For information on our eCampaign portal, you may contact the Campaign Services Section by calling (858) 505-7260. 
This free online service is available to any local committee that is required to file campaign disclosure documents with our 
office.

Q: Is my voter registration information confidential?
A: If you have requested confidential voter status under Assembly Bill No. 1392, your residence address, phone number, and 
email on your voter registration record have been made confidential. Please call our office directly at (858) 565-5800 for help 
with checking your registration, making updates, tracking your ballot, finding out about voting options, or opting out. 
See page 40 for more details.

Q: Can I request voter information data for my district?
A: Yes. Voter registration information can be purchased by federal, state, or local candidates. An application, valid photo ID and 
payment are required. Contact our office for prices by calling (858) 505-7260 or emailing rovmail.rov@sdcounty.ca.gov.

Q: What are the Payment Options? 
A: As a convenience, the Registrar of Voters offers the option of paying by check or credit card. Please note that there will be 
an additional 2.19% fee for each credit card transaction.

Q: How do I find out the election results? 
A: On Election Night, results are available at sdvote.com. After Election Day, updated results will be posted on a schedule 
published by the Registrar of Voters. All results are unofficial until completion of the official canvass.

Q: What is the Levine Act? 
A: 2 C.C.R.§§ 18438-18438.8 sometimes referred to as the Levine Act, requires elected officials to recuse themselves in some 
circumstances from matters involving licenses, permits, or other entitlements for use if the official has accepted, solicited, or 
directed contributions of $500 or more in the previous year from a participant in the license, permit, or entitlement for use or 
their agent. Candidates for elected office should scrupulously keep track of contributions over $500 that they received, 
including the donor’s identity and affiliations. Candidates should familiarize themselves with 2 C.C.R.§§ 18438-18438.8 and 
the Fair Political Practices Commission’s interpretive regulations.

Q: Any helpful resources?
A: Yes. Candidates should familiarize themselves with resources found at the following sites: the California Secretary of State: 
sos.ca.gov, the Fair Political Practices Commission: fppc.ca.gov, the Federal Voting Assistance Program: fvap.gov, and the 
California Elections Code (CA Legislative Information): leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.

NEW

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1392
https://www.sdvote.com/content/dam/rov/en/pdf/SDCROV_Voter_Reg_Data_Application.pdf
mailto:rovmail.rov%40sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.fvap.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS

DATE
DAYS 

BEFORE
ELECTION

EVENT

July 13 113 NOMINATION PERIOD – FIRST DAY
First day nomination forms for local districts may be issued (E.C. § 10407, 10510).

July 13 113
BALLOT DESIGNATION – RUNOFF CANDIDATES
First day candidates may request in writing a different ballot designation than 
used at the June Primary (Cal. Code Regs. tit. 2, § 20711(e), 13107(h), 13107.3).

July 13 113

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS IN THE COUNTY VOTER INFORMATION
PAMPHLET
First day candidates for US Representative in Congress, State Senator and 
Member of the State Assembly, and local runoff elections may purchase space 
for a candidate statement in the county Voter Information Pamphlet of the 
county or counties in their jurisdiction. Candidates for State Senator and 
Member of the State Assembly may purchase space only if they have agreed 
to accept the voluntary expenditure limits on their Candidate Intention
Statement (Form 501) (Gov. Code § 85601(c), E.C.  § 13307.5, 13307.7).

July 13 -
August 28 113 - 67

CHALLENGING A BALLOT DESIGNATION
Ballot Designations will be available for review at the Registrar of Voters’ 
office on Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. After the 
administrative challenge deadlines, the public may only challenge a Ballot 
Designation in court. A person may file a writ of mandate or injunction to 
require the Ballot Designation to be amended (E.C. §9163, 13107). 
Please see page 47.

July 28 98
BALLOT DESIGNATION – RUNOFF CANDIDATES
Last day that any candidate may request in writing a different ballot
designation than used at the June Primary (Cal. Code Regs. tit. 2, § 20711(e), 
13107(h), 13107.30).

July 31 95
CAMPAIGN STATEMENT – SEMIANNUAL
Last day to file semiannual campaign statements, if required, by all 
candidates, organizations, committees, and slate mailers
(Gov. Code § 84200, 84218).

August 5 -
 November 3 90 - 0

24 Hours – CONTRIBUTION REPORTS 
Within 24 hours of receiving or making contributions of $1,000 or more 
(Gov. Code § 82036.5, 84204, 84215(e), 85204).

August 7 88

FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
Last day to file Statement of Economic Interest – Form 700.
This filing is not required if the candidate has filed this statement within the 
past 60 days (Gov. Code § 87200-87203, 87500). 

August 7 88
NOMINATION PERIOD – LAST DAY
No later than 5 p.m. on this date, all candidates must file their Declaration of
Candidacy, Ballot Designation Worksheet and optional candidate statement 
(E.C. § 8020,10407, BOS Policy I-1).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)

DATE
DAYS 

BEFORE
ELECTION

EVENT

August 7 88

CANDIDATE STATEMENTS IN THE COUNTY VOTER INFORMATION 
PAMPHLET
Last day candidates for US Representative in Congress, State Senator and 
Member of the State Assembly, and local runoff elections may purchase space 
for a candidate statement in the county Voter Information Pamphlet of the 
county or counties in their jurisdiction. Candidates for State Senator and 
Member of the State Assembly may purchase space only if they have agreed 
to accept the voluntary expenditure limits on their Candidate Intention
Statement (Form 501) (Gov. Code § 85601(c), E.C. § 13307.5, 13307.7).

August 7 88
LOCAL MEASURES – RESOLUTION DEADLINE
Last day to receive a resolution from local jurisdictions for a measure to 
appear on the ballot (E.C. § 10403, Ed. Code § 5322).

August 8 - 13 87 - 83

NOMINATION PERIOD – EXTENSION
Nomination Period extended ONLY to non-incumbents if the incumbent does 
not file Nomination Documents by August 7, 2026. Extension does not apply to 
Community Planning Groups (E.C. § 8022, 8024).

August 8 - 17 87 - 78

REVIEW PERIOD FOR CANDIDATE STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
AND BALLOT DESIGNATIONS
During this period, Candidate Statements of Qualifications and Ballot 
Designations will be available for public review at the Registrar of Voters 
office. During this timeframe, any person may file a writ of mandate or an 
injunction to require any or all the material in a candidate’s statement to be 
amended or deleted. For a candidate’s ballot designation, a writ may also be 
filed (E.C. § 13313, 13314).

August 8 87

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS WITHDRAWAL
For jurisdictions where candidate filing ended on August 7, statements may 
be withdrawn, but not changed, until 5 p.m. of the next business day. 
Withdrawal request must be in writing and signed by the candidate
(E.C. § 13307).

August 12 83

POLITICAL PARTY ENDORSEMENTS – DEADLINE
Last day for the party chairperson of any qualified political party to submit to 
the county elections official a list of all candidates for voter-nominated office 
who will appear on any ballot in the county in question, and who have been 
endorsed by the party. The county elections official shall print any such list 
that is received timely in the county Voter Information Pamphlet (E.C. § 13302(b)).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)

DATE
DAYS 

BEFORE
ELECTION

EVENT

August 12 83

FILE PETITION TO HOLD ELECTION
Last day to file a petition signed by 10% of the voters or 50 voters, whichever 
is less, requesting that a general district election be held if nominees do not 
exceed the number of offices filed (E.C. § 10515, Ed. Code § 5326).

August 13 82

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS WITHDRAWAL – 
EXTENSION
For offices with a 5-day extension, statements may be withdrawn, but not 
changed, until 5 p.m. of the next business day. Withdrawal request must be in 
writing and signed by the candidate (E.C. § 13307).

August 13 82
RANDOMIZED ALPHABET DRAWING 
There shall be a random drawing of the alphabet at 11 a.m. to determine the 
order in which candidates’ names appear on the ballot 
(E.C. § 13111, 13112(b)(1)(C)).

August 14 81
CANDIDATE LIST – INCORPORATED CITIES
Last day for a City Clerk to file with the Registrar of Voters a list of the names 
and ballot designations of city candidates to appear on the ballot (E.C. § 10403).

August 28 67 ALL LEGAL CHALLENGES RESOLVED

September 7 57
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES – FIRST DAY
First day for a person desiring to be a qualified write-in candidate to file the 
required documents with the Registrar of Voters (E.C. § 8601). 

September 19 45
MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTERS
Last day for the county elections official to transmit ballots to military and 
overseas voters (52 U.S.C. § 20302, E.C. § 3114).

September 24 -
October 13 40 - 21

VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLETS MAILING
Between these dates the county elections official shall mail a Voter 
Information Pamphlet with a list of Vote Centers and Ballot Drop Box locations 
(E.C. § 13300-13304).

September 24 40
CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE – 1st PRE-ELECTION DEADLINE
Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 460 or Form 470 
(Gov. Code § 84200.5, 84200.8, 84218).

October 5 29
VOTE-BY-MAIL
First day vote-by-mail ballots are available. All active registered voters will be 
mailed a ballot (E.C. § 3000.5, 3010).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)CALENDAR OF EVENTS (Continued)

DATE
DAYS 

BEFORE
ELECTION

EVENT

October 6 28

BALLOT DROP BOX LOCATIONS OPEN
Official Ballot Drop Box locations open through Election Day, November 3. 
A list of Ballot Drop Box locations and hours of operation will be printed in the 
County Voter Information Pamphlet and posted at sdvote.com. 

October 19 15

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Last day to register to vote in the November General Election.
After this date, individuals wishing to vote may register conditionally and vote 
provisionally (E.C. § 2102).

October 20 -
November 3 14 - 0

CONDITIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION
Conditional Voter Registration Period—Voters who miss the registration dead-
line may register conditionally and vote provisionally at the Registrar of Voters, 
or at any Vote Center beginning October 20. See details at sdvote.com 
(E.C. § 2170).

October 20 14
WRITE-IN CANDIDATES – LAST DAY
Last day for a person desiring to be a qualified write-in candidate to file the 
required documents with the Registrar of Voters (E.C. § 8601).

October 22 12 CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE – 2nd PRE-ELECTION DEADLINE
All committees must file Form 460.

October 24 10 - 0

VOTE CENTERS OPEN
Starting on October 24, select Vote Centers open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On October 31, all Voter Centers open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until 
Election Day, November 3, when voting hours change to 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. See 
details at sdvote.com (E.C. § 4005(a)(2)(A)). 

November 3 0
GENERAL ELECTION DAY
All Vote Centers, official Ballot Drop Boxes, and the Registrar of Voters office 
open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. (E.C. § 1000(e),14212). 

December 3 +30
CERTIFY RESULTS 
Certified results are available after the official canvass is completed
(E.C. § 15372).

The San Diego County Registrar of Voters does not have the authority to extend
 statutory filing deadlines. It is your responsibility to remain aware of all deadlines

 and to ensure that all documents and forms are submitted on time.

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html


9

CHAPTER 2
Office Qualifications & Information

GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS

INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICES

LIST OF OFFICES TO BE ELECTED

	 SCHOOL DISTRICTS

	 SPECIAL DISTRICTS

RUNOFF ELECTIONS

Having trouble verifying your district? Give us a call (858) 565-5800
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CALIFORNIA
WATER

DISTRICTS

Cuyamaca Water
Wynola Water
(Water Code § 
3400 et seq.)

These are
landowner’s

districts.

Each director shall be one of the following:
(a) A holder of title to land within the district.
(b) The legal representative of a holder of title to land within the district in accordance

  with Section 34030. For purposes of this subdivision, “legal representative” means 
either of the following:
(1) A duly appointed and acting guardian, executor, or administrator of the estate 

of a holder of title to land.
  (2) A person duly authorized to act for, and on behalf of, a holder of title to land that

  is not a natural person.
(c) A representative designated by a holder of title to land within the district, if

       the holder has filed with the district written evidence of that designation.
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (E.C. § 10554, Water Code § 34700).

Borrego Water Each director shall be a resident voter, not a landowner.
Term begins: November 27, 2026 (Water Code § 35201, 35204).

COMMUNITY
PLANNING
GROUPS

Each member shall be a registered voter residing within the community or subregional area 
(Board of Supervisors Policy I-1; See Page 75).
Term begins: January 4, 2027 (Board of Supervisors Policy I-1).

COMMUNITY
SERVICES
DISTRICTS

Each director shall be a registered voter residing within the district.
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (E.C. § 10554).

COUNTY
WATER

DISTRICTS

Each director shall be a registered voter residing within the district.
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (E.C. § 10554).

Exception: Canebrake County Water District candidates shall be either a voter of the district or an
owner of land within the district (Water Code § 30513).

FIRE
PROTECTION

DISTRICT

Each member of a district board shall be a registered voter and a resident of the district 
(Health & Safety Code § 13841).
Term Begins: December 4, 2026 (E.C. § 10554, Health & Safety Code § 13843).

GENERAL QUALIFICATIONSGENERAL QUALIFICATIONS
TO RUN FOR AND HOLD PUBLIC OFFICETO RUN FOR AND HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE

Anyone seeking to hold office must meet certain qualifications. While there are minimum requirements 
that apply to every office, some offices may require additional qualifications. Candidates are responsible 

for determining whether they are eligible to hold public office.

AGE/CITIZENSHIP A person is eligible to hold an elective civil office if, at the time of election, the person is 
18 years of age and a citizen of the state (Gov. Code § 1020 (a)).

REGISTERED VOTER/ 
DISTRICT RESIDENT

Unless otherwise specifically provided, no person is eligible to be elected or appointed to
an elective office unless that person is a registered voter and otherwise qualified to vote for 
that office at the time that nomination papers are issued to the person or at the time of the 
person’s appointment (E.C. § 201).

CONVICTION OF
CRIMES

A person is disqualified from holding any office upon conviction of designated crimes as 
specified in the Constitution and laws of the State (Gov. Code § 1021).

FILE FOR MORE THAN
ONE OFFICE

No person may file nomination papers . . . for more than one office at the same election
(E.C. § 8003b).

NONPARTISAN
OFFICE

If a candidate is a candidate for a nonpartisan office, all reference to party affiliation shall 
be omitted on all forms required to be filed (E.C. § 8002).

SPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONSSPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONS
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SPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONS (SPECIFIC QUALIFICATIONS (CONTINUED)CONTINUED)

HOSPITAL
DISTRICTS

Each member shall be a registered voter residing in the district.
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (d), no person who is a director, policymaking 
management employee, or medical staff officer of a hospital owned or operated by a district 
shall do either of the following:

(1) Possess any ownership interest in any other hospital serving the same area as that 
served by the district hospital of which the person is a director, policymaking management 
employee, or medical staff officer.
(2) Be a director, policymaking management employee, or medical staff officer of any hospital
serving the same area as the area served by the district hospital.

(b) For the purposes of this section, a hospital shall be considered to serve the same area as 
a district hospital when more than 5 percent of the hospital’s patient admissions are residents 
of the district.
(c) For purposes of this section, the possession of an ownership interest, including stocks, 
bonds, or other securities by the spouse or minor children or any person shall be deemed to be 
the possession or interest of the person.
(d) No person shall serve concurrently as a director or policymaking management employee of 
a district and as a director or policymaking management employee of any other hospital serving 
the same area as the district, unless the boards of directors of the district and the hospital have
determined that the situation will further joint planning, efficient delivery of health care services,
and the best interest of the areas served by their respective hospitals, or unless the district and
the hospital are affiliated under common ownership, lease, or any combination thereof.
(e) Any candidate who elects to run for the office of member of the board of directors of a 
district, and who owns stock in, or who works for any health care facility that does not serve the 
same area served by the district in which the office is sought, shall disclose on the ballot his or 
her occupation and place of employment (Health & Safety Code § 32110).
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (Health & Safety Code § 32100.5, E.C. § 10554).

IRRIGATION
DISTRICTS

Each director… shall be a voter in the district and a resident of the division that he or she 
represents at the time of his or her nomination… and through his or her entire term 
(Water Code § 21100).
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (Water Code § 21101)

Exception: Helix Water, Lakeside Water, and South Bay Water Districts have eliminated
“Irrigation” from the district name. However, “Irrigation District” laws are applicable.

MUNICIPAL
WATER

DISTRICTS

Each director shall be a resident of the division from which he is elected (Water Code § 71250).
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (Water Code § 71253, Gov. Code § 24200)

Exception: Otay Water has eliminated “Municipal” from the district name. 
However, “Municipal Water District” laws are applicable.

PUBLIC
UTILITY

DISTRICT

Each director shall be a resident and qualified elector of the district
(Public Utility Code § 15952).
Term begins: December 4, 2026 (Public Utility Code § 16152, E.C. § 10554)

SCHOOL
GOVERNING

BOARDS

Each member shall be a resident and registered voter of the school district and trustee area
(if applicable) … Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall file nomination 
papers for more than one district office… at the same election. An employee of a school district 
may not be sworn into office as an elected or appointed member of that school district’s 
governing board unless and until he or she resigns as an employee. If the employee does 
not resign, the employment will automatically terminate upon being sworn into office
(E.C. § 10603, Ed. Code § 35107).
Term begins: December 11, 2026 (Ed. Code § 5017)

Exception: San Diego Community College and San Diego Unified School Districts members 
take office on the first Monday after the first day of December.
Term begins: December 7, 2026 (San Diego City Charter § 66)
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INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICESINCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICES

The Political Reform Act does not prohibit any office holder from holding multiple public offices or seeking more 
than one elective office. For example, a deputy district attorney can hold the office of city council member, or a 
water board director may also be elected to a park and recreation district. There are, however, instances of 
holding more than one office that are considered incompatible.

There is no single statute that defines “incompatibility of offices.” The common law doctrine of incompatibility 
of offices, however, prevents an elected official from holding two offices simultaneously if the offices have 
overlapping and conflicting public duties.

The courts have defined this concept as follows: “One individual may not simultaneously hold two public offices 
where the functions of the offices concerned are inherently inconsistent, as where there are conflicting interests, 
or where the nature of the duties of the two offices is such as to render it improper due to considerations of   
public policy for one person to retain both.”

The State of California Attorney General’s Office has issued many opinions of particular compatibility questions. 

Here are six examples of incompatible offices:

	 1. The offices of city councilmember and school district board member where the city and the 		
	     school district have territory in common;

	 2. Fire chief of a county fire protection district and member of the board of supervisors of the 		
	     same county;

	 3. High school district trustee and trustee of an elementary school district which is wholly within 		
	     the geographic boundaries of the high school district;

	 4. Water district director and a city council member,

	 5. Water district director and a school district trustee having territory in common; and

	 6. Deputy Sheriff and County Supervisor.

If you have a question about whether two public offices which you hold or seek to hold would be considered 
incompatible, please contact the Attorney General’s Office at (916) 324-5437 or visit their website, oag.ca.gov.

For further information about conflict of interest or incompatibility of offices, contact the Fair Political Practices 
Commission toll free at (866) 275-3772 or visit their website at fppc.ca.gov. 

https://oag.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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OFFICES TO BE ELECTEDOFFICES TO BE ELECTED

SCHOOL DISTRICTSSCHOOL DISTRICTS
COMMUNITY COLLEGE UNION/UNIFIED SCHOOL

MiraCosta
Palomar
Southwestern

Alpine Union
Bonsall Unified
Borrego Springs Unified
Cajon Valley Union
Cardiff
Carlsbad Unified
Chula Vista Elementary
Coronado Unified
Dehesa
Del Mar Union
Encinitas Union
Escondido Union
Fallbrook Union Elementary

Jamul-Dulzura Union
Julian Union
La Mesa-Spring Valley
Lakeside Union
Lemon Grove
Mountain Empire Unified
National
Oceanside Unified
Poway Unified
Ramona Unified
Rancho Santa Fe
San Marcos Unified

San Pasqual Union
San Ysidro
Santee
Solana Beach
South Bay Union
Spencer Valley
Vallecitos
Valley Center-Pauma Unified
Vista Unified
Warner Unified

HIGH SCHOOL

Escondido Union
Fallbrook Union
Grossmont Union
Julian Union
San Dieguito Union
Sweetwater Union

CALIFORNIA
WATER

Borrego
Cuyamaca (Landowner)
Wynola (Landowner)

COMMUNITY
PLANNING

Alpine
Boulevard
Campo/Lake Morena
Crest/Dehesa/Granite Hills/Harbison Canyon
Descanso
Fallbrook
Jamul/Dulzura
Julian
Lakeside
Pine Valley
Potrero
Rainbow
Ramona
San Dieguito
Spring Valley
Sweetwater
Valle De Oro
Valley Center

FIRE
PROTECTION

Alpine
Bonita-Sunnyside
Deer Springs
Lakeside
Lower Sweetwater
North County
Rancho Santa Fe
San Miguel
 Consolidated
Valley Center
Vista

COMMUNITY
SERVICES

Descanso
 Community Water
Fairbanks Ranch
Jacumba
Julian
Majestic Pines
Morro Hills
Pauma Valley
Rancho Santa Fe
Rincon Ranch
Whispering Palms

COUNTY WATER

Canebrake County
Coachella Valley
Leucadia Wastewater
Vallecitos

IRRIGATION

Helix Water
Lakeside Water
Santa Fe
South Bay Water
Vista

PUBLIC UTILITY

Fallbrook

HEALTHCARE

Fallbrook Regional Health
Grossmont
Palomar Health
Tri-City

MUNICIPAL WATER

Mootamai
Olivenhain
Otay
Padre Dam
Pauma
Questhaven
Rainbow
Ramona
Rincon del Diablo
San Luis Rey
Valley Center
Yuima

SPECIAL DISTRICTSSPECIAL DISTRICTS



14

SCHOOL DISTRICTSSCHOOL DISTRICTS
POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

ALPINE UNION SCHOOL
Glenn Dickie 
Al Guerra
Eric Wray

3 __ 200 $841.00

BONSALL UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area A - Rachael Dombrowski
Trustee Area B - Michael Gaddis
Trustee Area D - Roger Merchat

3 __ 200
Area A: $733.00
Area B: $742.00
Area D: $742.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

BORREGO SPRINGS UNIFIED SCHOOL 
Judy Coyle
Valeen Szabo

2 __ 200 $724.00

CAJON VALLEY UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Anthony Carnevale
Trustee Area 2 - Jolyana Jirjees
Trustee Area 3 - Emily Schworm

3 __ 200
Area 1: $931.00
Area 2: $868.00
Area 3: $832.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

CARDIFF SCHOOL
Andrew Howard 
Ashok Swaminathan
Shad Thielman

3 __ 200 $787.00

CARLSBAD UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Michele Tsutagawa Ward
Trustee Area 4 - Gretchen Vurbeff
Trustee Area 5 - Kathy Rallings

3 __ 200
Area 1: $805.00
Area 4: $823.00
Area 5: $805.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

CHULA VISTA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Seat No. 1 - Jessica Tolston (Appt.)
Seat No. 3 - Delia Dominguez Cervantes
Seat No. 5 - Keren Ramirez Dominguez (Appt.)

3 __ 400
Seat 1: $4,351.00
Seat 3: $4,351.00
Seat 5: $4,351.00

Candidates must declare a seat number but are voted on at large by registered voters of the 
district.

CORONADO UNIFIED SCHOOL
Alexia Palacios-Peters
Malachy Sandie
Scot Youngblood

3 __ 200 $814.00

DEHESA SCHOOL
Christopher Pham (Appt.)
Cynthia White 
Dustin White

3 __ 200 $724.00

DEL MAR UNION SCHOOL
Katherine Fitzpatrick 
Alan Kholos
Douglas Rafner

3 __ 200 $1,003.00

ENCINITAS UNION SCHOOL
Emily Andrade
Tom Morton
Marla Strich

3 __ 200 $1,201.00
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS (SCHOOL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

ESCONDIDO UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Bob Weller
Trustee Area 2 - Carol Durney
Trustee Area 5 - David Vincent

3 __ 200
Area 1: $814.00
Area 2: $922.00
Area 5: $922.00

ESCONDIDO UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 2 - Joan Gardner
Trustee Area 4 - Zesty Harper
Trustee Area 5 - Frank Huston

3 __ 200
Area 2: $940.00
Area 4: $895.00
Area 5: $895.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

FALLBROOK UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Frank Golbeck
Trustee Area 4 - Maria Moran
Trustee Area 5 - Mary McBride

3 __ 200
Area 1: $733.00
Area 4: $805.00
Area 5: $778.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

FALLBROOK UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Tauna Rodarte
Trustee Area 2 - Lewis Haskell
Trustee Area 3 - Paul Christensen

3 __ 400
Area 1: $1,321.00
Area 2: $1,306.00
Area 3: $1,396.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

GROSSMONT UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 3 - Gary Woods
Trustee Area 4 - Robert Shield
Trustee Area 5 - Jim Kelly

3 __ 200
Area 3: $1,111.00
Area 4: $1,309.00
Area 5: $1,309.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

JAMUL-DULZURA UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Patrick J. Byrne (Appt.)
Trustee Area 3 - Wadad Dubbelday
Trustee Area 5 - Ariel Romero-Mendivil

3 __ 200
Area 1: $724.00
Area 3: $724.00
Area 5: $724.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

JULIAN UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Nori Chandler
Brandon Fender
Katy Moretti

3 __ 200 $742.00

JULIAN UNION SCHOOL
Elaine Bicanic
Jenifer Eggert
Susan Slaughter

3 __ 200 $733.00

LA MESA-SPRING VALLEY SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Sarah Reed (Appt.)
Trustee Area 2 - Rebecca McRae
Trustee Area 3 - Brianna Coston

3 __ 200
Area 1: $877.00
Area 2: $877.00
Area 3: $868.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

LAKESIDE UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Andrew Hayes
Trustee Area 4 - Jim Bennett
Trustee Area 5 - Ron Kasper

3 __ 200
Area 1: $760.00
Area 4: $760.00
Area 5: $769.00
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

LEMON GROVE SCHOOL
Javier Ayala
Jasmin Smith
Vacant
*Sarina Tortoriello (Appt.)

3 1 200 $913.00

MIRACOSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Trustee Area 1 - Anna Pedroza
Trustee Area 2 - Rick Cassar
Trustee Area 6 - Raye Clendening
Trustee Area 7 - Heather Conklin

4 __ 200

Area 1: $1,039.00
Area 2: $1,102.00
 Area 6: $994.00
Area 7: $1,021.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

MOUNTAIN EMPIRE UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Jeffrey Morrison
Trustee Area 3 - Alex Paul (Appt.)
Trustee Area 4 - Aaron Laff (Appt.)
Trustee Area 5 - Danny Nunez
Trustee Area 6 - *Tina Heimerdinger (Appt.)

4 1 200

Area 1: $724.00
Area 3: $724.00
Area 4: $724.00
Area 5: $724.00
Area 6: $724.00

Elections at-large for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

NATIONAL SCHOOL
Trustee Area B - Vacant
Trustee Area C - Vacant
Trustee Area E - Vacant

3 __ 200
Area B: $760.00
Area C: $751.00
Area E: $751.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

OCEANSIDE UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Nancy Licona
Trustee Area 3 - Stacy Begin
Trustee Area 4 - Raquel Alvarez

3 __ 200
Area 1: $832.00
Area 3: $814.00
Area 4: $850.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

PALOMAR COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Trustee Area 1 - Judy Patacsil
Trustee Area 5 - Jacqueline Kaiser

2 __ 200 Area 1: $1,669.00
Area 5: $1,624.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

POWAY UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area B - Ginger Couvrette
Trustee Area C - Heather Plotzke
Trustee Area D - Michelle O’Connor-Ratcliff

3 __ 200
Area B: $994.00
Area C: $949.00
Area D: $958.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members.
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

RAMONA UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Maya Phillips
Trustee Area 2 - Dan Summers
Trustee Area 5 - Rodger Dohm

3 __ 200
Area 1: $742.00
Area 2: $760.00
Area 5: $760.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members.
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

RANCHO SANTA FE SCHOOL
Jee Manghani
Paul Seitz

2 __ 200 $751.00

SCHOOL DISTRICTS (SCHOOL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS (SCHOOL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

SAN DIEGUITO UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Rimga Viskanta
Trustee Area 3 - Jane Lea Smith
Trustee Area 5 - Phan Anderson

3 __ 200
Area 1: $949.00
Area 3: $958.00
Area 5: $922.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

SAN MARCOS UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area C - Andres Martin
Trustee Area E - Stacy Carlson

2 __ 200 Area C: $814.00
Area E: $868.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

SAN PASQUAL UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 2 - John Merz
Trustee Area 3 - Laurisa Murray
Trustee Area 4 - Christy Gourley

3 __ 200
Area 2: $715.00
Area 3: $715.00
Area 4: $715.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

SAN YSIDRO SCHOOL
Martin Arias (Appt.)
Irene Lopez
Zenaida Rosario

3 __ 200 $922.00

SANTEE SCHOOL
Seat No. 1 - Barbara Ryan
Seat No. 3 - Dustin Burns
Seat No. 5 - Tim Glover (Appt.)

3 __ 200
Seat 1: $1,084.00
Seat 3: $1,084.00
Seat 5: $1,084.00

Candidates must declare a seat number but are voted on at large by registered voters of the 
district.

SOLANA BEACH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Debra Schade
Trustee Area 3 - Katherine Suel
Trustee Area 4 - Gaylin Allbaugh
Trustee Area 5 - *Jomi Richard (Appt.)

3 1 200

Area 1: $760.00
Area 3: $760.00
Area 4: $769.00
Area 5: $769.00

SOUTH BAY UNION SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Kelly Leiker
Trustee Area 2 - Jose Lopez Eguino
Trustee Area 4 - Manuel Esparza

3 __ 200
Area 1: $787.00
Area 2: $787.00
Area 4: $787.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

SOUTHWESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Trustee Area 1 - Roberto Moreno
Trustee Area 4 - Corina Soto
Trustee Area 5 - Don Dumas

3 __ 200
Area 1: $1,219.00
Area 4: $1,309.00
Area 5: $1,345.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members.
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

SPENCER VALLEY SCHOOL
Lucinda Arnston
James Beau Cseri

2 __ 200 $715.00
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - Arturo Solis
Trustee Area 3 - Elva Lopez-Zepeda
Trustee Area 5 - Marti Emerald

3 __ 200
Area 1: $1,174.00
Area 3: $1,309.00
Area 5: $1,219.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

VALLECITOS SCHOOL
Trustee Area 1 - *Vacant
Trustee Area 3 - Martin Kurland
Trustee Area 4 - Michael Darnley
Trustee Area 5 - Ritsa Chanthabandith

3 1 200

Area 1: $715.00
Area 3: $715.00
Area 4: $715.00
Area 5: $715.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

VALLEY CENTER-PAUMA UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 2 - Alfonso Kolb, Sr.
Trustee Area 3 - Julie Stroh
Trustee Area 4 - Michael Caputto

3 __ 200
Area 2: $742.00
Area 3: $742.00
Area 4: $742.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

VISTA UNIFIED SCHOOL
Trustee Area 2 - Rena Marrocco
Trustee Area 3 - Martha Alvarado

2 __ 200 Area 2: $877.00
Area 3: $877.00

Elections by Trustee Areas for Governing Board Members. 
Candidates must live in and be registered to vote in the Trustee Area.

WARNER UNIFIED SCHOOL
Todd Hipper 
Jeannean Rombal
*Alvin Vasquez (Appt.)

2 1 200 $724.00

SCHOOL DISTRICTS (SCHOOL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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SPECIAL DISTRICTSSPECIAL DISTRICTS
POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

ALPINE COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Vacant
Seat 4 - Vacant
Seat 6 - Erika Simmons
Seat 8 - Vacant
Seat 10 - Darlene Cossio
Seat 12 - Mary Davis
Seat 14 - Sarah Reimund

7 __ 200 $846.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

ALPINE FIRE PROTECTION
Chase Cromwell
Bill Paskle
Baron Willis

3 __ 200 $826.00

BONITA-SUNNYSIDE FIRE PROTECTION
Division 1 - James Marugg
Division 2 - Thomas Pocklington

2 __ 200 Division 1: $746.00
Division 2: $746.00

BORREGO WATER
Kathy Dice
Dave Duncan
Gina Moran

3 __ 200 $726.00

BOULEVARD COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Earl A. Goodnight
Seat 4 - Anthony Ralphs
Seat 6 - Vacant

3 __ 200 $726.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only. 
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The three candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

CAMPO/LAKE MORENA COMMUNITY
PLANNING
Seat 2 - Richard Blaisdell
Seat 4 - Vacant
Seat 6 - Stephen D. Biddle

3 __ 200 $736.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The three candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

CANEBRAKE COUNTY WATER
Andrea Collins
Ellyn Hae
Daryl Holmes Jr.

3 __ 200 District Pays

Canebrake County Water District candidates shall be either a voter of the district or an owner 
of land within the district.

COACHELLA VALLEY WATER
Division 5 - Castulo R. Estrada

1 __ 200 $706.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

CREST/DEHESA/GRANITE HILLS/ HARBISON 
CANYON COMMUNITY PLANNING
Crest

Seat 2 - Pat Ulm
Seat 4 - Diana Griffin

Dehesa
Seat 6 - Christina Becker
Seat 8 - Tim Scherer

Granite Hills
Seat 14 - Vacant

Harbison Canyon
Seat 10 - Robert Lutz Partain
Seat 12 - David Geiger

7 __ 200 $796.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

CUYAMACA WATER
William Dresselhaus
Steve Miller
Vacant

3 __ 200 $716.00

Candidates must be landowners within the district.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district.

DEER SPRINGS FIRE PROTECTION
Lynne Caples
James Gordon
Steve Kerrin

3 __ 200 $806.00

DESCANSO COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Jo Ellen Quinting
Seat 4 - John D. Elliott
Seat 6 - Camille O’Briant

3 __ 200 $726.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The three candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

DESCANSO COMMUNITY WATER
Sheri Minix (Appt.)
Vacant

2 __ 200 $716.00

FAIRBANKS RANCH COMMUNITY SERVICES
Michael Conger
Paul Hubbard
Jim Nierman

3 __ 200 $726.00

FALLBROOK COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Jeniene Domercq
Seat 4 - Eileen Delaney
Seat 6 - Stephen E Brown
Seat 8 -  J.J. Neese
Seat 10 -  Scott Spencer
Seat 12 -  Kelly Hansen
Seat 14 -  Debbie Williams

7 __ 200 $1,036.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by  registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

FALLBROOK PUBLIC UTILITY
Division 2 - Kenneth Endter
Division 5 - Charley Wolk

2 __ 200 Division 2: $746.00
Division 5: $756.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

FALLBROOK REGIONAL HEALTH
Division 1 - Jennifer Jeffries
Division 3 - Cindy Acosta
Division 5 - Howard Salmon

3 __ 200
Division 1: $796.00
Division 3: $786.00
Division 5: $806.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

GROSSMONT HEALTHCARE
Zone 2 - Randolph S. Lenac
Zone 4 - Maggie T. Watkins

2 __ 200 Zone 2: $1,356.00
Zone 4: $1,406.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the zone area. 
Registered voters of the zone area will vote for candidates in that zone area only.

HELIX WATER (IRRIGATION)
Division 2 - Andrea Beth Damsky
Division 4 - Kathleen Coates Hedberg

2 __ 400 Division 2: $1,709.00
Division 4: $1,765.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

JACUMBA COMMUNITY SERVICES
Sam McManus
Diana Sherwood
Katrina Westley
*Vacant

3 1 200 District Pays

JAMUL/DULZURA COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Vacant
Seat 4 - Vacant
Seat 6 - Vacant
Seat 8 - Michael Casinelli
Seat 10 - Vacant
Seat 12 - Ed Mollon
Seat 14 - Thomas Gray

7 __ 200 $796.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

JULIAN COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Alvin R. Rikansrud Jr.
Seat 4 - Katherine Moretti
Seat 6 - Patrick L. Brown
Seat 8 - Kenny Mushet
Seat 10 - Brandon Fender

5 __ 200 $736.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The five candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

JULIAN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Scott Arter
Herbert J. Dackermann
Roberta Zane

3 __ 200 $716.00

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Robert F.J. Rutledge
Seat 4 - Oleksandra Reva
Seat 6 - Spencer Hancock
Seat 8 - Richard Abraham
Seat 10 - Roderick Streeper
Seat 12 - Steve Robak
Seat 14 - Kristen Everhart

7 __ 200 $1,216.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

LAKESIDE FIRE PROTECTION
Division 1 - Brent Bowser
Division 2 - Peter Liebig
Division 5 - Timothy Robles

3 __ 200
Division 1: $796.00
Division 2: $786.00
Division 5: $796.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

LAKESIDE WATER (IRRIGATION)
Division 2 - Peter Jenkins
Division 3 - Frank Hilliker

2 __ 200 Division 2: $756.00
Division 3: $756.00

Candidates shall be a voter and a landowner in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

LEUCADIA WASTEWATER
Division 2 - Elaine Sullivan
Division 4 - Rolando Saldana

2 __ 200 Division 2: $796.00
Division 4: $796.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

LOWER SWEETWATER FIRE PROTECTION
Russell Coniff 
Yolanda R. Escamilla
Mishell O’Quinn

3 __ 200 $726.00

MAJESTIC PINES COMMUNITY SERVICES
Harry Seifert Jr
Vacant
* Vacant

2 1 200 District Pays

MOOTAMAI MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 2 - Vacant
Division 3 - Theresa Gifford
Division 5 - Vacant

3 __ 200
Division 2: $716.00
Division 3: $716.00
Division 5: $716.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division.
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

MORRO HILLS COMMUNITY SERVICES
Kerry FisherKeller
Patrick Meehan

2 __ 200 $716.00

NORTH COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION
Division 2 - Chris Shaw
Division 3 - Kenneth Munson
Division 5 - *Mike Reardon 

2 1 200
Division 2: $786.00
Division 3: $786.00
Division 5: $796.00

Candidates must live within the division boundaries and only voters within those boundaries 
will vote on that contest.

OLIVENHAIN MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - Ebin Lanfried (Appt.)
Division 4 - Matthew Hahn

2 __ 200 Division 1: $836.00
Division 4: $806.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

OTAY WATER
Division 1 - Francisco X. Rivera
Division 3 - Gary D. Croucher

2 __ 200 Division 1: $1,026.00
Division 3: $1,026.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

PADRE DAM MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - Brian Fordyce
Division 3 - William E. Pommering
Division 5 - Rocky Qualin

3 __ 200
Division 1: $846.00
Division 3: $836.00
Division 5: $856.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

PALOMAR HEALTH
Division 1 - Michael Pacheco
Division 3 - Laurie Edwards-Tate
Division 5 - John Clark
Division 7 - Linda Greer

4 __ 200 District Pays

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

PAUMA MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 3 - Vacant
Division 5 - Rick Kariya

2 __ 200 Division 3: $716.00
Division 5: $716.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

PAUMA VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES
Richard Collins
Michael Esparza
Lolo Levy

3 __ 200 $716.00

PINE VALLEY COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Vern Denham
Seat 4 - Jordan Gascon
Seat 6 - Clark Austin
Seat 8 - Vacant
Seat 10 - Dale Hardy
Seat 12 - Vacant

6 __ 200 $726.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The six candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

POTRERO COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Vacant
Seat 4 - Jan M. Hedlun
Seat 6 - Vacant
Seat 8 - Carl Meyer

4 __ 200 $716.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only. 
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The four candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

QUESTHAVEN MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - Myra Isaac
Division 3 - Randy Nixon
Division 5 - Blake Isaac

3 __ 200
Division 1: $716.00
Division 3: $716.00
Division 5: $716.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

RAINBOW COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Lynne T. Malinowski
Seat 4 -  Michele Dahl
Seat 6 - Martin Kurland
Seat 8 - Frederick Rasp
Seat 10 - Douglas Gastelum

5 __ 200 $726.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The five candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

RAINBOW MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 3 - Greg Irvine
Division 4 - Patricia Townsend-Smith

2 __ 200 Division 3: $756.00
Division 4: $766.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

RAMONA COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Kristi Mansolf
Seat 4 - Dawn Perfect
Seat 6 - Robin Joy Maxson
Seat 8 - Holly Hamilton Bleakley
Seat 10 - Janelle Clark
Seat 12 - Jonas Dyer
Seat 14 - Lauren Welty

7 __ 200 $976.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

RAMONA MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - *Casey Lynch (Appt.)
Division 2 - Jim Hickle
Division 4 - Jacob Zoria

2 1 200
Division 1: $746.00
Division 2: $766.00
Division 4: $746.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

RANCHO SANTA FE COMMUNITY SERVICES
Bill Beckman
Laurel Lemarie
John Tanner

3 __ 200 $776.00

RANCHO SANTA FE FIRE PROTECTION
Tucker Stine
John C. Tanner

2 __ 200 $966.00

RINCON DEL DIABLO MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - Thomas M. Kennedy
Division 3 - Kenneth A. Hoving
Division 4 - Evan R. Wahl

3 __ 400
Division 1: $1,499.00
Division 3: $1,499.00
Division 4: $1,527.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

RINCON RANCH COMMUNITY SERVICES
Laurence Puck
Vacant

2 __ 200 $716.00

SAN DIEGUITO COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Sharon Fogg
Seat 4 - Laurel Lemarie
Seat 6 - Jennifer Chun Callow
Seat 8 -  Lorraine Kent
Seat 10 - Thomas Velky
Seat 12 - Beth Nelson

6 __ 200 $966.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The six candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

SAN LUIS REY MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - William Pankey
Division 3 - Thomas Veysey
Division 4 - *Vacant
Division 5 - Christian Zaleschuk

3 1 200

Division 1: $716.00
Division 3: $716.00
Division 4: $716.00
Division 5: $716.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

SAN MIGUEL CONSOLIDATED FIRE 
PROTECTION
Division 3 - Harry Muns
Division 5 - Theresa McKenna
Division 7 - Edward Woodruff

3 __ 200
Division 3: $836.00
Division 5: $836.00
Division 7: $846.00

SANTA FE IRRIGATION
Division 3 - Sandra D. Johnson
Division 4 - Michael T. Hogan
Division 5 - Andrew J. Menshek

3 __ 200
Division 3: $736.00
Division 4: $746.00
Division 5: $736.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SOUTH BAY WATER (IRRIGATION)
Division 1 - Steve Castaneda
Division 4 - Hector Martinez

2 __ 200 Division 1: $846.00
Division 4: $876.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPRING VALLEY COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Lora M. Lowes
Seat 4 - Christopher M Pierce
Seat 6 - Chris Harding
Seat 8 - Matelda Ramsis
Seat 10 - Chris Pearson
Seat 12 - Malcolm Gettmann
Seat 14 - Jacob Christie

7 __ 200 $1,116.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

SWEETWATER COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Michael Clowers
Seat 4 - Lori Noe
Seat 6 - Daniel Diaz
Seat 8 - Stephen Stonehouse 
Seat 10 - Harriet G. Taylor
Seat 12 - Anthony P. Tieber
Seat 14 - John Taylor

7 __ 200 $816.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

TRI-CITY HEALTHCARE
Zone 2 - Rocky J. Chavez
Zone 4 - George W. Coulter
Zone 6 - Tracy M. Younger

3 __ 200
Zone 2 - $1,066.00
Zone 4 - $966.00
Zone 6 - $1,076.00

VALLE DE ORO COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Kristin Haukom
Seat 4 - Jay Steiger
Seat 6 - Allen Hilantu
Seat 8 - Daniel Conway
Seat 10 - Abdulrahim Salman
Seat 12 - Kathleen Coates Hedberg
Seat 14 - Mason Arabo

7 __ 200 $1,006.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates 
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

VALLECITOS WATER
Division 2 - James Hernandez
Division 3 - Craig Elitharp
Division 5 - *Tanis Brown (Appt.)

2 1 200
Division 2: $826.00
Division 3: $846.00
Division 5: $856.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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POSITIONS TO BE FILLED AND COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

DISTRICT/INCUMBENT
* 2-year term

POSITIONS TO BE
FILLED

CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
OF QUALIFICATIONS

4-year 2-year No. of Words Cost

VALLEY CENTER COMMUNITY PLANNING
Seat 2 - Steve Hutchison
Seat 4 - Matt Matthews
Seat 6 - Lisa Adams
Seat 8 -  Vlad A Ciupitu
Seat 10 - La Vonne R. Norwood
Seat 12 - James Garritson
Seat 14 - Susan Fajardo

7 __ 200 $876.00

Seat numbers are for identification purposes only.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. The seven candidates
with the most votes will be elected and given seat numbers at the organizational meeting.

VALLEY CENTER FIRE PROTECTION
Division 1 - Steve Hutchison
Division 3 - Vacant
Division 4 - Vacant

3 __ 200
Division 1: $736.00
Division 3: $746.00
Division 4: $736.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

VALLEY CENTER MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 2 - Cooper Ness
Division 3 - Patrick Baker
Division 5 - B.J. Atkins

3 __ 200
Division 2: $756.00
Division 3: $756.00
Division 5: $756.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

VISTA FIRE PROTECTION
Division B - * Vacant
Division D - Vacant
Division E - Jerry Hill

2 1 200
Division B: $736.00
Division D: $736.00
Division E: $736.00

VISTA IRRIGATION
Division 1 - Marty Miller
Division 2 - *Frank Nunez
Division 3 - Peter Kuchinsky II

2 1 200
Division 1: $846.00
Division 2: $836.00
Division 3: $866.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

WHISPERING PALMS COMMUNITY
SERVICES
William Haynor
Al Panton

2 __ 200 $736.00

WYNOLA WATER
Brenden Kelso
Ken Weber
Vacant

3 __ 200 $716.00

Candidates must be landowners within the district.
Candidates are voted on at large by registered voters in the district. 

YUIMA MUNICIPAL WATER
Division 1 - Laurie Kariya 
Division 4 - Steve Wehr

2 __ 200 Division 1: $716.00
Division 4: $716.00

Candidates shall be a registered voter in the district and a resident of the division. 
Registered voters of the division will vote for candidates in that division only.

SPECIAL DISTRICTS (SPECIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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RUNOFF ELECTIONSRUNOFF ELECTIONS

PURPOSE The top two candidates from the Primary Election advance to the general election.
Those candidates are listed below.

VOTER-NOMINATED
TOP-TWO

Voter-nominated offices voted on at the Primary Elections will appear on the General
Election ballot. The candidates on the ballot will be the top two vote getters from the 
Primary Election (E.C. § 15451).

NONPARTISAN
CANDIDATES

♦ Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College
Candidates for a Trustee Area are elected by registered voters residing within that Trustee 
Area. The top two vote-getters in the Primary Election automatically advance to a runoff in the 
General Election, where registered voters within the same Trustee Area will elect the winner.

TOP-TWO 
VOTER-NOMINATED OFFICES

STATE OFFICES
GOVERNOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Xavier Becerra (D)
Steve Hilton (R)

Fiona Ma (D)
Gloria Romero (R)

SECRETARY OF STATE CONTROLLER
Donald P. (Don) Wagner (R) 
Shirley N. Weber (D) 

Malia M. Cohen (D)
Herb W Morgan (R)

TREASURER ATTORNEY GENERAL
Jennifer Hawks (R) 
Eleni Kounalakis (D)

Rob Bonta (D) 
Michael E. Gates (R)

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER STATE BOARD EQUALIZATION - 4TH DISTRICT
Ben Allen (D) 
Jane Kim (D) 

Denis Bilodeau (R) 
Tom Umberg (D)

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Richard Barrera

Sonja Shaw

CONGRESS
48TH DISTRICT 49TH DISTRICT 50TH DISTRICT

Jim Desmond (R)
Marni Von Wilpert (D)

Armen Kurdian (R)
Mike Levin (D)

Steve Cohen (R)
Scott Peters (D)

51ST DISTRICT 52ND DISTRICT

Ricardo Cabrera (R) 
Sara Jacobs (D)

Jeff Belle (R)
Juan Vargas (D)

MEMBER OF THE STATE SENATE
18TH DISTRICT 32ND DISTRICT

Art Hodges (R)
Steve Padilla (D)

Kelly Seyarto (R)
Tiffanie Tate (D)

38TH DISTRICT 40TH DISTRICT
Laura Bassett (R)
Catherine S. Blakespear (D)

Kristie Bruce-Lane (R)
Mara Elliott (D)
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RUNOFF (RUNOFF (CONTINUEDCONTINUED))

TOP-TWO 
NONPARTISAN OFFICES

SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
DISTRICT A DISTRICT C

Jonny Brown
Maria Nieto Senour

Samantha Ely
Craig Milgrim

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - BOARD OF EDUCATION
3RD DISTRICT 5TH DISTRICT

Cory Brown 
Alicia Muñoz

Bianca Ragonesi-Lasche 
Rick Shea

GROSSMONT - CUYAMACA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
TRUSTEE AREA 5

Rosangela Cribbs 
Mary Gwin

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
4TH DISTRICT 5TH DISTRICT

Kristine C. Alessio 
Monica Montgomery-Steppe

Rebecca Jones
Kyle Krahel

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO - OFFICES
ASSESSOR/RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR

Jordan Z. Marks Larry Cohen
Shirley Nakawatase

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
DISTRICT B DISTRICT C

Shana Hazan Hayden Gore

MEMBER OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY
74TH DISTRICT 75TH DISTRICT 76TH DISTRICT

Laurie Davies (R)
Sergio Farias (D)

Gerald Boursiquot (D)
Carl DeMaio (R)

Carrie S. Espinoza Villanueva (R)
Darshana Patel (D)

77TH DISTRICT 78TH DISTRICT
Tasha Boerner (D)
Trinity Hannaway (R)

Payton Galvez (R)
Chris Ward (D)

79TH DISTRICT 80TH DISTRICT
Andrew Lawson (R)
LaShae Sharp-Collins (D)

David A. Alvarez (D)
Alejandro Galicia (R)

TOP-TWO 
VOTER-NOMINATED OFFICES ((CONTINUEDCONTINUED))
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NOMINATION PROCESSNOMINATION PROCESS
ALL CANDIDATES DESIRING TO HAVE THEIR NAME PLACED ON THE

 BALLOT ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE NOMINATION PROCESS.

It is advisable for candidates to obtain nomination papers early during the filing 
period and to file them well in advance of the filing deadline so that any potential

 problems may be corrected within the deadlines.

It is the candidate’s responsibility to be certain they meet the qualifications for holding a particular office.

WHERE 
TO OBTAIN

DOCUMENTS

COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUPS
SCHOOL DISTRICT

All documents are available ONLY from the 
Registrar of Voters office. 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS
All documents are available from the
Registrar of Voters office; OR from the District 
Office.

Only the official documents may be used. Candidates or their authorized representatives will be given 
instructions on the procedures to be followed at the time nomination papers are issued.

The documents must be filed ONLY at the Registrar of Voters office, no matter where they were 
obtained, by the filing deadline August 7, 2026.

FILING FEE There is no filing fee required to become a candidate in the General Election.

NOMINATION
PERIOD

Monday, July 13, 2026 - Friday, August 7, 2026
Nomination documents must be obtained and filed between these dates.

Friday, August 7, 2026
Last day to file nomination documents. Must be RECEIVED at the Registrar of Voters office by 5 p.m. 
(E.C. § 10510, 10603, B/S Policy I-1).
Postmarks, scanned copies, and faxed copies are NOT acceptable.

NOMINATION 
PERIOD

EXTENSION

Wednesday, August 12, 2026
If the incumbent has failed to file by 5 p.m. on August 7, any qualified person other than the person 
who was the incumbent on the 88th day (August 7) shall have until 5 p.m. on the 83rd day (August 12) 
before the election to file nomination documents for the elective office. 

This section is not applicable where there is no incumbent eligible to be elected (E.C. § 10516).

The extension DOES NOT apply to Community Planning Groups.

CANDIDATE
WITHDRAWAL

A candidate may withdraw until 5 p.m. on the last day of filing (E.C. § 10510, 10603). 
The withdrawal must be in writing.
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CANDIDATE FILING DOCUMENTSCANDIDATE FILING DOCUMENTS

AUTHORIZATION 
FORM FOR 

CANDIDATE’S 
REPRESENTATIVE

The Authorization Form for Candidate’s Representative is a document in which the candidate may 
authorize another person to act as their representative to obtain the required nomination documents. 
The candidate may use the Registrar of Voters Authorization Form or prepare their own as long as the 
following information is provided: name, residence address, phone number, office sought, and 
language indicating that the candidate is aware that the nomination documents must be completed and 
filed no later than August 7 (E.C. § 8028).

Elections Code Section 202 permits a person who is deployed on active military service outside of 
the state to have a  Declaration of Candidacy, nomination paper, or any other paper necessary to run 
for office filed by an attorney-in-fact who is commissioned and empowered in writing for that purpose 
through a power of attorney. 

DECLARATION 
OF CANDIDACY

All candidates for public office are required to file a Declaration of Candidacy. This is the official 
document used by a candidate to:

          1. Declare candidacy for a particular office and party preference (if applicable),

          2. Provide name and occupational designation as to appear on the ballot,

          3. Provide address, email, and phone numbers,

          4. Declare that candidate meets the statutory and/or constitutional qualifications for     
             the office sought, and that, if nominated, the candidate will accept the nomination 
              and not withdraw (E.C. § 8040).

          5. Sign the Oath of Office.

This form must be witnessed by either a notary or a Registrar of Voters deputy. 

Except as provided in Section 8020.5, a candidate whose declaration of candidacy has been 
filed for any primary election shall not withdraw as a candidate at that primary election 
(E.C. § 8800).

BALLOT 
DESIGNATION 
WORKSHEET

The ballot designation is a candidate’s principal profession, vocation or occupation in three words or 
less, or the candidate’s elected office, if applicable. The ballot designation will appear on the ballot 
under the candidate’s name. 

This form is REQUIRED for all candidates who want to have a “ballot designation” printed under their 
name on the ballot. On this form the candidate will provide justification and documents (if any) to justify 
the specific designation requested (E.C. § 13107.3).

CANDIDATE
STATEMENT OF

QUALIFICATIONS

The document on which a candidate may write an optional statement to be mailed to voters. The
statement will be included in the San Diego County Voter Information Pamphlet. Please refer to
the instructions in a separate section of this guide and to the cost information listed on the page for
each office (E.C. § 13307).

Multi-County Offices: If you are a candidate for an office to be elected in more than one county, and
you wish to submit a Candidate Statement of Qualifications; it is your responsibility to
contact each county for the candidate statement filing requirements.

REQUEST/
OPT-OUT OF 

CONFIDENTIAL 
STATUS

This form allows candidates to request confidential status for, or opt out of confidential status for, the 
residence address, telephone number, and email address associated with their voter registration 
(E.C. § 2166.9).

CODE OF FAIR 
CAMPAIGN
PRACTICES

A voluntary document a candidate may sign and file at the Registrar of Voters office. As stated in 
Elections Code Section 20440, “The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign Practices is to 
give voters guidelines in determining fair play and to encourage candidates to discuss issues instead 
of untruths and distortions.”

FINANCIAL
FORMS

Please follow the instructions given in the manuals and forms available from the Campaign and
Financial Disclosure Section of the Registrar of Voters office. There are additional details beginning
on page 59. Forms can also be downloaded from the Fair Political Practices Commission website:
fppc.ca.gov  (click on “View All Forms”).

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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CANDIDATE’S NAME ON BALLOTCANDIDATE’S NAME ON BALLOT

The candidate’s name, as provided by the candidate on the Declaration of Candidacy, will 
appear on the ballot and CANNOT be changed after the nomination period has ended.

A CANDIDATE 
MAY:

✅

•	 Use first, middle and last names.

•	 Use initials only and last name.

•	 Omit their middle name.

•	 Use a nickname in quotation marks, provided the given name or initials and last  
             name are shown.

•	 Use a shortened familiar form of the given name. Such as “Bill” for William, 
            “Dick” for Richard, “Kathy” for Kathleen, “Pat” for Patricia, “Sue” for Susan or 
            “Terry” for Theresa.

A CANDIDATE 
MAY NOT:

❌

•	 Use titles such as “Miss,” “Mrs.,” “Dr.,” “Col.,” “Rev.”
            No title or degree shall appear either before or after a candidate’s names on the
            ballot (E.C. § 13106).

•	 Change their name within one year prior to the election.   
              If a candidate changes their name within one year of any election, the new name

     shall not appear on the ballot unless the change was made by marriage or by
    decree of any court (E.C. § 13104).

ORDER OF CANDIDATE NAMES ON THE BALLOTORDER OF CANDIDATE NAMES ON THE BALLOT

RANDOM 
DRAWING

On August 13, 2026 the Secretary of State will conduct a random drawing of the letters 
of the alphabet and the Registrar of Voters will follow this same alphabet. Names of 
candidates will be arranged on the ballot in accordance with the random alphabet
(E.C. § 13112).

Those interested in observing the local random drawing are invited to the Registrar of 
Voters office: Thursday, August 13, 2026 at 11 a.m. Exception: If the office is that of 
State Senator or Member of the Assembly, the Registrar of Voters shall arrange the 
names of the candidates for the office in accordance with the randomized alphabet as 
provided for in Section 13112, unless the district encompasses more than one county, 
in which case the arrangement shall be made pursuant to subdivision (E.C. § 13111).

BALLOT 
ROTATION

Rotated names will appear in the random order in the lowest numbered Assembly 
District in which the office appears; thereafter, for each succeeding Assembly District, 
the name appearing first in the last preceding Assembly District shall be placed last, the 
order of the other names remaining unchanged.

The order of candidates’ names for all other offices will not change (E.C. § 13111).
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BALLOT DESIGNATION WORKSHEETBALLOT DESIGNATION WORKSHEET
The Ballot Designation Worksheet Form is required for all candidates who want their occupation printed under 
their name on the ballot. It is filed at the same time as the Declaration of Candidacy. On this form the candidate 
will provide justification and documents (if any) to justify the specific designation requested. The listing of a 
designation on the ballot is OPTIONAL. Once filed, these forms are public information. If the candidate fails 
to file a Ballot Designation Worksheet, no designation shall appear under the candidate’s name on the ballot. 

DO NOT LEAVE ANY RESPONSE SPACES BLANK.

1.	 Fill in your name, office title you are running for and contact information.

2.	 Fill in your attorney’s contact information.

3.	 Fill in the Proposed Ballot Designation, which shall match the designation on the Declaration of 
           Candidacy, and two alternatives.

4.	 Fill in the justification for use of the proposed ballot designation, job title, employer, and information of 
           person(s) that can verify this information.

5.	 Answer the 12 questions (if the answer to any of the questions is “yes,” your designation is likely to be
           rejected).

6.	 Sign and date under penalty of perjury that information is true and correct.

Words designating a currently held elected position; more than three words are allowed. 

	 Acceptable:
	 Member, ABC Water District
	 Governing Board Member, ABC School District 

	 Not Acceptable:	
	 Governing Board Member/Parent (Too many words; “Parent” is not part of elected position)
	 Governing Board President, ABC School District (Too many words; “President” is not an elected 
            position; “Member” is)

No more than three words designating the current principal profession, vocation, or occupation, or 
occupations of the candidate during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination 
documents. Geographical names are considered one word.

	 Acceptable:	
	 Board Member/Educator 
           Attorney/Small Businessman

	 Not Acceptable:
	 Business Manager/Educational Consultant/Educator (Too many words)

The Secretary of State Ballot Designation Regulations 
on the following pages detail Elections Code § 13107.
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BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)

For your reference, the relevant provisions of Elections Code section 13107 are reproduced below:
(a) With the exception of candidates for Justice of the State Supreme Court or court of appeal, immediately under 
the name of each candidate, and not separated from the name by any line, unless the designation made by the 
candidate pursuant to Section 8002.5 must be listed immediately below the name of the candidate pursuant to 
Section 13105, and in that case immediately under the designation, may appear at the option of the candidate only 
one of the following designations:

(1) Words designating the elective city, county, district, state, or federal office which the candidate holds at the time 
of filing the nomination documents to which the candidate was elected by vote of the people.

(2) The word “incumbent” if the candidate is a candidate for the same office which the candidate holds at the time 
of filing the nomination papers, and was elected to that office by a vote of the people. A candidate shall not use the 
word “incumbent” if the candidate was elected to their office in an at-large election and is a candidate in a 
district-based election.

(3) No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the 
candidate, or the principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate during the calendar year 
immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.

(4) The phrase “appointed incumbent” if the candidate holds an office by virtue of appointment, and the candidate 
is a candidate for election to the same office, or, if the candidate is a candidate for election to the same office or to 
some other office, the word “appointed” and the title of the office. In either instance, the candidate may not use the 
unmodified word “incumbent” or any words designating the office unmodified by the word “appointed.” However, 
the phrase “appointed incumbent” shall not be required of a candidate who seeks reelection to an office which the 
candidate holds and to which the candidate was appointed, as a nominated candidate, in lieu of an election, 
pursuant to Sections 5326 and 5328 of the Education Code or Section 7228, 7423, 7673, 10229, or 10515 of this 
code.

(b) (1) Except as specified in paragraph (2), for candidates for judicial office, immediately under the name of each 
candidate, and not separated from the name by any line, only one of the following designations may appear at the 
option of the candidate:

(A) Words designating the city, county, district, state, or federal office held by the candidate at the time of filing the 
nomination documents.

(B) The word “incumbent” if the candidate is a candidate for the same office that the candidate holds at the time of 
filing the nomination papers.

(C) No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the 
candidate, or the principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate during the calendar year 
immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.

(2) For a candidate for judicial office who is an active member of the State Bar employed by a city, county, district, 
state, or by the United States, the designation shall appear as one of the following:

(A) Words designating the actual job title, as defined by statute, charter, or other governing instrument.
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BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)

(3) A designation made pursuant to subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) or paragraph (2) shall also contain relevant 
qualifiers, as follows:

(A) If the candidate is an official or employee of a city, the name of the city shall appear preceded by the words 
“City of.”
(B) If the candidate is an official or employee of a county, the name of the county shall appear preceded by the 
words “County of.”

(C) If the candidate is an official or employee of a city and county, the name of the city and county shall appear 
preceded by the words “City and County.”

(D) If the candidate performs quasi-judicial functions for a governmental agency, the full name of the agency shall be 
included.

(c) A candidate for superior court judge who is an active member of the State Bar and practices law as one of the 
candidate’s principal professions shall use one of the following ballot designations as the candidate’s ballot
 designation: “Attorney,” “Attorney at Law,” “Lawyer,” or “Counselor at Law.” The designations “Attorney” and 
“Lawyer” may be used in combination with one other current principal profession, vocation, or occupation of the 
candidate, or the principal profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate during the calendar year immediately 
preceding the filing of nomination documents.

(d) For purposes of this section, all California geographical names shall be considered to be one word. Hyphenated 
words that appear in any generally available standard reference dictionary, published in the United States at any 
time within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, including a 
generally available standard reference dictionary published online, shall be considered as one word. Each part of all 
other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word.

(e) The Secretary of State and any other elections official shall not accept a designation of which any of the following 
would be true:

(1) It would mislead the voter.

(2) It would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, virtuous, or eminent.

(3) It abbreviates the word “retired” or places it following any word or words which it modifies.

(4) It uses a word or prefix, such as “former” or “ex-,” which means a prior status. The only exception is the use of 
the word “retired.”

(5) It uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for the ballot.

(6) It uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group.

(7) It refers to any activity prohibited by law.

(f) If, upon checking the nomination documents and the ballot designation worksheet described in Section 13107.3, 
the elections official finds the designation to be in violation of any of the restrictions set forth in this section, the 
elections official shall notify the candidate by registered or certified mail return receipt requested, addressed to the 
mailing address provided on the candidate’s ballot designation worksheet.
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BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)

(1) The candidate shall, within three days, excluding Saturday, Sunday, and state holidays, from the date the 
candidate receives notice by registered or certified mail, or from the date the candidate receives actual notice of the 
violation, whichever occurs first, appear before the elections official or, in the case of the Secretary of State, notify the 
Secretary of State by telephone, and provide a designation that complies with subdivision (a) or (b).

(2) If a candidate fails to provide a designation that complies with subdivision (a) or (b) within the three-day period 
specified in paragraph (1), a designation shall not appear after the candidate’s name.

(g) A designation given by a candidate shall not be changed by the candidate after the final date for filing nomination 
documents, except as specifically requested by the elections official as specified in subdivision (f) or as provided in 
subdivision (h). The elections official shall maintain a copy of the ballot designation worksheet for each candidate 
that appears on the ballot in the county for the same period of time as applied to nomination documents pursuant to 
Section 17100.

(h) The designation shall remain the same for all purposes of both primary and general elections, unless the
 candidate, at least 98 days before the general election, requests in writing a different designation which the 
candidate is entitled to use at the time of the request.

(i) In all cases, the words so used shall be printed in a manner consistent with the space requirements of Sections 
13207 and 13211.

(j) If a foreign language translation of a candidate’s designation is required under the federal Voting Rights Act of 
1965 (52 U.S.C. § 10101 et seq.), as amended, to appear on the ballot in addition to the English language 
version, it shall be as short as possible, as consistent as is practicable with this section, and shall employ 
abbreviations and initials wherever possible in order to avoid undue length.

(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 479, § 9. (AB 1762) Effective January 1, 2024.)

For your reference, the relevant provisions of Elections Code section 13107.3 are reproduced below:
 
(a) A candidate who submits a ballot designation pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 13107 shall file a ballot 
designation worksheet that supports the use of that ballot designation by the candidate, in a format prescribed by the 
Secretary of State.
 
(b) The ballot designation worksheet shall be filed with the elections official at the same time that the candidate files 
his or her declaration of candidacy.
 
(c) In the event that a candidate fails to file a ballot designation worksheet in accordance with subdivision (a), no 
designation shall appear under the candidate’s name on the ballot. 
(Amended by Stats. 2009, Ch. 547, § 3. (AB 1572) Effective January 1, 2010.)
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For your reference, the relevant provisions of Elections Code section 13107.5 are reproduced below:
 
(a) A candidate’s ballot designation as “community volunteer” shall constitute a valid principal vocation or occupation 
for purposes of subdivision (a) of Section 13107, if not otherwise in violation of any of the restrictions set forth in that 
section, and subject to the following conditions:
 
(1) A candidate’s community volunteer activities constitute his or her principal profession, vocation, or occupation.
 
(2) A candidate is not engaged concurrently in another principal profession, vocation, or occupation.
 
(3) A candidate may not use the designation of “community volunteer” in combination with any other principal 
profession, vocation, or occupation designation.
 
(b) The Secretary of State shall by regulation define what constitutes a community volunteer for purposes of this 
section. (Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 364, § 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)

For your reference, California Code of Regulations section 20711 is reproduced below:
(a) In order to facilitate review of a candidate’s proposed ballot designation by the Secretary of State pursuant to 
Elections Code § 13107, the candidate shall submit, at the time of filing his or her proposed ballot designation on the 
Declaration of Candidacy, a completed Ballot Designation Worksheet on a form provided by the Secretary of State.

(b) All Ballot Designation Worksheets filed with the Office of the Secretary of State or the county elections 
officials pursuant to this section shall be public records and shall be available for inspection and copying at the 
public counter of the Elections Division of the Office of the Secretary of State, Fifth Floor, 1500 11th Street, 
Sacramento, California 95814, or at the office of the applicable county elections official.

(c) The Secretary of State shall provide a master copy or copies of the Ballot Designation Worksheet to all elections 
officials responsible for providing and accepting the nomination documents for candidates in elections for offices 
certified by the Secretary of State. The Ballot Designation Worksheet shall request that the candidate proposing the 
ballot designation provide the following information:
 
(1) The candidate’s name, home, business and mailing addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail address, if available, 
and fax number;
 
(2) A designation of the office for which the candidate is seeking election;

(3) The name, home, business and mailing addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail address, if available, and fax 
number of the attorney representing the candidate or for any other person to be contacted in the event the Secretary 
of State requires further information regarding the proposed ballot designation;
 
(4) The proposed ballot designation submitted by the candidate;
 
(5) The candidate may submit one or more proposed alternate ballot designations ranked in order of the candidate’s 
preference;

BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)
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BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)BALLOT DESIGNATION (continued)

(6) A brief statement identifying the factual basis upon which the candidate claims the proposed ballot designation 
and each proposed alternate ballot designation, including the following:
 
(A) If the candidate holds elected office and is submitting his or her proposed ballot designation pursuant to 
Elections Code §13107, subdivisions (a)(1) or (a)(2), the candidate shall indicate the elective office he or she 
currently occupies and may attach a copy of his or her Certificate of Election;
 
(B) If the candidate is a judicial officer and is submitting his or her proposed ballot designation pursuant to Elections 
Code §13107, subdivisions (a)(1) or (a)(2), the candidate shall indicate the elective office he or she currently holds 
and may attach either (A) a copy of his or her Certificate of Election or (B) a copy of his or her commission or 
certificate of appointment, issued at the time the candidate was appointed to the judicial office which he or she 
currently occupies;

(C) If the candidate submits a ballot designation pursuant to Elections Code §13107, subdivision (a)(3), the candidate 
shall indicate:
 
(i) The title of the position or positions which he or she claims supports the proposed ballot designation;
 
(ii) The dates during which the candidate held such position;
 
(iii) A description of the work he or she performs in the position;
 
(iv) The name of the candidate’s business or employer;
 
(v) The name and telephone number of a person or persons who could verify such information; and
 
(vi) A statement that the professions, vocations or occupations relied upon to support the proposed ballot designation 
constitute the primary, main or leading professions, vocations or occupations of the candidate, in accordance with the 
definition of the term “principal” as set forth at § 20714, subdivision (b).
 
(D) If the candidate submits a ballot designation pursuant to Elections Code §13107, subdivision (a)(4), the candidate 
shall indicate the date on which he or she was appointed to the office for which he or she is an appointed incumbent.

(d) The candidate may attach or append any supporting documents or other exhibits to his or her Ballot Designation 
Worksheet which he or she believes support his or her proposed ballot designation. Such attached documents or 
other exhibits shall be deemed to be incorporated by reference as part of the candidate’s Ballot Designation 
Worksheet and shall be considered as such by the Secretary of State. 
  
(e) If a candidate requests a change of his or her ballot designation pursuant to Elections Code §13107(e), that 
request shall be accompanied by a Ballot Designation Worksheet.
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CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICESCODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES
The Code of Fair Campaign Practices Form is an optional form for all candidates. On this form the candidate pledges 
to conduct their campaign in accordance with the principles and practices listed. Once filed, these forms are public 
information.

PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES

CHAPTER 5. Fair Campaign Practices 
ARTICLE 1. General Intent
20400. The Legislature declares that the purpose of this chapter is to encourage every candidate for public office in 
this state to subscribe to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices.
It is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every candidate for public office in this state who subscribes to the 
Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play in order that, after 
vigorously contested, but fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this state may exercise their constitutional right 
to vote, free from dishonest and unethical practices which tend to prevent the full and free expression of the will of 
the voters.
The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign Practices is to give voters guidelines in determining fair play 
and to encourage candidates to discuss issues instead of untruths or distortions.

ARTICLE 2. Definitions¹
20420. As used in this chapter, “Code” means the Code of Fair Campaign Practices.

ARTICLE 3. Code of Fair Campaign Practices
20440. At the time an individual is issued his or her declaration of candidacy, nomination papers, or any other paper 
evidencing an intention to be a candidate for public office, the elections official shall give the individual a blank form 
of the code and a copy of this chapter. The elections official shall inform each candidate for public office that 
subscription to the code is voluntary.
In the case of a committee making an independent expenditure, as defined in Section 82031 of the Government 
Code, the Secretary of State shall provide a blank form and a copy of this chapter to the individual filing, in 
accordance with Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code, an initial campaign statement 
on behalf of the committee.
20441. The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, blank forms of the code. The Secretary of State 
shall supply the forms to the election’s officials in quantities and at times requested by the election’s officials.
20442. The elections official shall accept, at all times prior to the election, all completed forms that are properly 
subscribed to by a candidate for public office and shall retain them for public inspection until 30 days after the 
election.
20443. Every code subscribed to by a candidate for public office pursuant to this chapter is a public record open for 
public inspection.
20444. In no event shall a candidate for public office be required to subscribe to or endorse the code.

¹304. “Campaign advertising or communication” means a communication authorized by a candidate or a candidate’s 
controlled committee, as defined in Section 82016 of the Government Code, or by a committee making independent 
expenditures, as defined in Section 82031 of the Government Code, or by a committee formed primarily to support 
or oppose a ballot measure, as defined in Section 82047.5 of the Government Code, for the purpose of advocating 
the election or defeat of a qualified candidate or ballot measure through any broadcasting station, newspaper, 
magazine, outdoor advertising facility, direct mailing, or any other type of general, public, political advertising.
305. (c) “Candidate for public office,” as used in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 20400) of Division 20, means 
an individual who has qualified to have his or her name listed on the ballot of any election, or who has qualified 
to have written votes on his or her behalf counted by election officials, for nomination for, or election to, any state, 
regional, county, municipal, or district office which is filled at an election.
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Under Assembly Bill 1392, effective January 1, 2026, once you file the Declaration of 
Candidacy, your residence address, phone number, and email on your voter registration 
record are made confidential within five business days. A candidate who does not wish to 

have “confidential voter status” may opt out.

A candidate who has obtained “confidential voter status” by opting in is advised 
to contact our office directly at (858) 565-5800 for any future assistance related 

to registration verification, updates, ballot tracking, or voting options.

CONFIDENTIAL VOTER INFORMATIONCONFIDENTIAL VOTER INFORMATION

SDVOTE.COM
YOUR REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE VERIFIABLE THROUGH 
ONLINE SOURCES.

YOUR MAIL-IN BALLOT WILL NOT BE TRACEABLE THROUGH 
ONLINE TRACKING SERVICES.

!

YOUR REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE VERIFIABLE AT A VOTE 
CENTER.

YOUR REGISTRATION INFORMATION WILL NOT APPEAR ON 
ANY REGISTRATION ROSTERS OR LISTS.

_______
_______
_______
_______

_______
_______
_______
_______

 Elected officials may choose to opt out of confidential voter status at any time by filing a new 
Confidential Voter Status Form with the Registrar of Voters office.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1392
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINESQUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES

(Elections Code Section 13307 Excerpts)

FILING PERIOD
The statement shall be filed in the Registrar of Voters office when nomination documents 
are returned for filing. The statement is printed at candidate’s expense and should reflect the 
candidate’s qualifications. Deadline 5:00 p.m. on  August 7, 2026 (E.C. § 13307).

WHERE
If there are any discrepancies between the hard copy and the electronic copy, the hard copy 
will prevail.
 
CANDIDATES ARE THEREFORE ADVISED TO CAREFULLY CHECK THEIR 
STATEMENTS FOR ERRORS IN SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR.

The Registrar of Voters is authorized to make corrections only to the format of the statement 
to fit into the Voter Information Pamphlet template.

CONTENT
The statement may contain the name, age and occupation of the candidate and a brief 
description of no more than 200 words of the candidate’s education and qualifications 
expressed by the candidate (some districts allow 250 or 400 words; please see the 
requirements for each office on pages14-26).

CONTENT 
RESTRICTIONS

Candidate statements shall be limited to a recitation of the candidate’s own personal 
background and qualifications and shall not in any way make reference to other
candidates or to another candidate’s qualifications, character, or activities.

The candidate statement shall not include the party affiliation of the candidate, nor 
membership or activity in partisan political organizations for non-partisan offices. 
Candidate photographs are not permitted. San Diego Unified School District see page 54.

The Registrar of Voters shall not print or circulate any statement which violates Election 
Code Sections 13307 or 13308.

PUBLIC REVIEW 
PERIOD

Statements remain confidential until August 7, 2026. 
Once the filing period has closed, a 10-day public examination period allows documents to 
be reviewed and copies purchased. Any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is
being held, or the elections official, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring 
any or all of the material in the candidate statements to be to be amended or deleted. 
The writ of mandate or injunction request shall be filed no later than the end of the
10-calendar-day public examination period.

ANDSigned Hard Copy:
Registrar of Voters 

5600 Overland Ave., Ste. 100
San Diego, CA 92123

Electronic Copy:
candidatefiling@sdcounty.ca.gov

Candidate Statement of Qualifications must be submitted as follows:

mailto:candidatefiling%40sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)

FORMAT

All statements must be submitted on, or attached to, the form provided by the Registrar 
of Voters. 

Please TYPE the statement SINGLE SPACED in BLOCK PARAGRAPHS.

WITHDRAWAL
The candidate statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, until 5 p.m. of the next
business day after the close of the nomination period. Written requests signed by the 
candidate must be received by the Registrar of Voters office (E.C. §13307  (3)).

CONFIDENTIALITY
OF STATEMENT

Candidate statements shall remain confidential until the close of the nomination period
(E.C. § 13311).

CHINESE, 
FILIPINO, 

SPANISH & 
VIETNAMESE 

TRANSLATION

All Voter Information Pamphlet text, including candidate statements, is translated into 
Chinese, Filipino, Spanish, and Vietnamese. In addition to receiving an English Voter 
Information Pamphlet, registered voters may also request a pamphlet in any of these 
languages. 

Registered voters who were born in a Chinese- or Spanish-speaking country, the 
Philippines, or Vietnam will automatically receive a pamphlet in the language of their country 
of birth. This follows the Federal Voting Rights Act. On voting days, Chinese, Filipino, 
Spanish and Vietnamese Voter Information Pamphlets will be available at every vote center.  

COST

Candidate statements must be paid for at the time of filing. All payments are deposited into 
a trust fund, and if, for any reason, a statement is not printed, the payment will be refunded. 
The cost is calculated to recover expenses for translation into four languages, typesetting, 
printing, addressing, labor, and mailing of the candidate statements.

Candidate statements may be paid by check or credit card.

THE FOLLOWING WILL NOT
BE PERMITTED:

•	 Handwritten statement
•	 Copy from a fax machine
•	 Bold
•	 Extra exclamation points
•	 Multiple punctuation
•	 Lists
•	 Stars, bullets, graphics  
•	 Italics
•	 ALL CAPITAL LETTERS
•	 Underlines
•	 Tables

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

BLOCK PARAGRAPH EXAMPLE:

Align all text to the left margin 
with no paragraph indentations.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR RUNOFF CANDIDATES

DEADLINE 
AND

COSTS

A new statement and payment shall be filed at the 
Registrar of Voters office by 5 p.m. on Friday, August 7, 2026.

OFFICE COST

Congress
State Senate
State Assembly

Please see page 44

Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk
Treasurer/Tax Collector $19,056.00

Board of Supervisors District 4: $4,002.00
District 5: $3,906.00

Board of Education District 3: $3,850.00
District 5: $3,978.00

Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District Trustee Area 5: $1,255.00

San Diego Community College District District A: $2,561.00
District C: $2,611.00

San Diego Unified School District District B: District pays
District C: District pays

BALLOT
DESIGNATIONS

If a change in ballot designation (occupation) is desired, a written 
request must be received by an elections official no later than 

5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2026.

Candidates for the following offices file an original request with the 
Secretary of State and a copy to the Registrar of Voters:

•	 Congress
•	 State Senate
•	 State Assembly

Candidates for the following offices file an original request with the Registrar of Voters:
•	 Board of Supervisors, Districts 4 & 5
•	 Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk
•	 Treasurer/Tax Collector
•	 Board of Education, Districts 3 & 5
•	 Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District – Trustee Area 5
•	 San Diego Community College Districts A & C
•	 San Diego Unified School Districts B & C



44

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS
FOR CONGRESS, STATE SENATE AND 

STATE ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES
Candidates for Congress, State Senate and State Assembly can submit a 250-word Candidate Statement of 
Qualifications for inclusion in the Voter Information Pamphlet. Candidates for State Senate and State Assembly must 
agree to the voluntary spending limits of Prop 34 and indicate this by checking the appropriate box on Form 501 in order 
to have a statement in the Voter Information Pamphlet.

In addition, all candidates must agree to:
     1.  Format guidelines and other criteria as explained in this Guide.
     2.  Submit and pay the cost of the statement no later than August 7, 2026.
     3.  Multi-County: Candidates for an office to be elected in more than one county must file the Candidate Statement
          of Qualifications with the Registrar of Voters of each county in which the jurisdiction appears. 

Multi-County Offices: If you are a candidate for an office to be elected in more than one county, and you wish 
to submit a Candidate Statement of Qualifications; it is your responsibility to contact each county.

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)QUALIFICATIONS GUIDELINES (continued)

Jurisdiction County Contact Information

49th Congress, 32nd and 38th Senate District,
74th Assembly District Orange (714) 567-7600

48th Congress, 18th and 32nd Senate District Riverside (951) 486-7200

18th and 32nd Senate District San Bernardino (909) 387-8300

18th Senate District Imperial (442) 265-1060

DISTRICT COST
(San Diego County Cost Only)

48th Congress $2,560.00

49th Congress $3,960.00

50th Congress $4,608.00

51st Congress  $4,568.00 

52nd Congress  $4,312.00 

18th Senate  $3,616.00 

32nd Senate  $808.00 

38th Senate  $4,320.00 

40th Senate  $5,568.00 

74th Assembly  $2,472.00 

75th Assembly  $3,982.00 

76th Assembly  $3,682.00 

77th Assembly  $4,052.00 

78th Assembly  $3,962.00 

79th Assembly  $3,552.00 

80th Assembly  $3,882.00 

THE COST FOR EACH STATEMENT IS SHOWN BELOW:
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WORD COUNT GUIDELINESWORD COUNT GUIDELINES
(Elections Code Chapter 1, General Provisions Section 9) 

The following guidelines are used by the Registrar of Voters office for counting words on candidate statements.
The guidelines do not apply to ballot designations for candidates. If the text exceeds the specified 
200-, 250- or 400-word limit, the author will be asked to delete words or change the text until the statement 
conforms to the requirements.

Counting of words, for purposes of this code, shall be as follows:

PUNCTUATION  Punctuation is not counted.

GEOGRAPHICAL
NAMES

All proper nouns, including geographical names, shall be considered as one 
word.

Example: “County of San Diego” shall be counted as one word.

ABBREVIATIONS

Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression shall be counted as one 
word.

Example: “PTA” shall be counted as one word.

HYPHENATIONS

Hyphenated words that appear in any generally available standard reference 
dictionary, published in the United States at any time within the 10 calendar 
years immediately preceding the election for which the words are counted, 
shall be considered as one word. Each part of all other hyphenated words 
shall be counted as a separate word.

DATES
Dates shall be counted as one word regardless of how they are written.

Example: 1/1/2026 or January 1, 2026

NUMBERS

Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word. 
Example: “100” shall be counted as one word.

Any number that is spelled shall be considered as separate words. 
Example: “one hundred” shall be counted as two words.

PHONE & INTERNET Telephone numbers and website addresses shall be counted as one word.

This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under E.C. § 13107.
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This is an example of an acceptable format to be used in a Candidate Statement of Qualifications.

CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS EXAMPLEQUALIFICATIONS EXAMPLE

JURISDICTION NAME (IN CAPITAL LETTERS)
Division/District/Office No. In Upper & Lower Case

CANDIDATE NAME (IN CAPITAL LETTERS)                                                         AGE: ## (Optional)
Occupation (Optional)

  

Please review the guidelines for the content of the statement.
For word limits, see Chapter 2.

CS-999-9	 SD 000-00

WASHINGTON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Governing Board Member - Trustee Area No. 2

CONNOR STARK	                                                                                       AGE: 60
Dentist 

CS-999-9	 SD 000-00

NOTE
Filing a Candidate Statement is optional and designed to allow candidates to share education, 

experience, and qualifications with voters. 

I am running for the governing board of the Washington Unified School District 
because I feel I can bring a balance to the board. I attended local schools, graduating 
from Washington High School in 1980. I am married and currently have two children 
attending schools in the district, have a private dental practice and oversee the daily 
operation and finances of our family-owned business.

I own and operate my own dental business, so I am aware of the need to 
operate within a budget. With proper distribution of resources and educational 
materials, I am covinced we can offer quality education to all students within the district.

I am looking forward to serving you on the Washington Unified School District 
Governing Board. Thank you for your vote.
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PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD SET
FOR THE

November 3, 2026
GENERAL ELECTION

State law provides for a “public review period” of all candidates’ statements of qualifications, and other materials 
before printing the Voter Information Pamphlet. 

The California Elections Code further defines this review period, with a distinct period for each document filed with 
the Registrar of Voters. During this period, any voter who believes any portion of these materials to be false, 
misleading, or inconsistent with state law may seek a writ of mandate or injunction requiring any or all of the material 
to be amended or deleted.

Any court challenges must be resolved 67 days (August 28, 2026) before Election Day in order to 
prevent any delays in printing the ballot and impacting the administration of the election.

The public review periods are the following:

Ballot Occupational Designations for Runoff Candidates
    July 29 - August 7, 2026                         Candidates filed by July 28

Candidate Statement of Qualifications for Runoff Offices
    August 8 - August 17, 2026	            Candidates filed by August 7

Ballot Occupational Designations for Local Candidates
    August 8 - August 17, 2026	            Candidates filed by August 7
    August 13 - August 22, 2026	            Candidates filed by August 12, (during the 5-day extension)

Candidate Statement of Qualifications for Local Offices
    August 8 - August 17, 2026                     Statements filed by August 7
    August 13 - August 22, 2026	            Statements filed by August 12, (during the 5-day extension)

A person may administratively challenge a Ballot Designation of a candidate for school and special districts board 
in writing to the Registrar of Voters by 5:00 p.m. on the following deadlines:

August 7, 2026 if the candidate filed the Ballot Designation by August 6, 2026
August 13, 2026 if the candidate filed the Ballot Designation on August 7, 2026
August 13, 2026 if the candidate filed the Ballot Designation during the Nomination Extension Period

The following offices should contact the Secretary of State for deadlines:
   Congress, State Senate, and State Assembly

  The dates for any of the incorporated/charter cities may be different.
  PLEASE CONTACT CITY CLERK FOR DETAILS.

NOTE

      All documents will be available for public review at the Registrar of Voters office.

IMPORTANT NOTICEIMPORTANT NOTICE
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WRITE-IN CANDIDATESWRITE-IN CANDIDATES

FILING PERIOD

September 7, 2026 - October 20, 2026
The statement and nomination papers shall be available on the 57th day prior to the 
election and shall be filed with the Registrar of Voters not later than the 14th day prior 
to the election (E.C. § 8601).

Financial Disclosure:
Please refer to Financial and Campaign Disclosure Information starting on page 49 for 
reporting requirements.

FILING 
REQUIREMENTS

Anyone seeking to be a write-in candidate for any office appearing on the ballot must 
file:

1. A statement of write-in candidacy which contains the following:
   • Candidate’s name,
   • Candidate’s residential address,
   • A declaration stating that they are a write-in candidate,
   • The title of the office which they seek,
   • The date of the election
  
   
2. A signed Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance (E.C. § 200).

3. If applicable, the requisite number of signatures on the nomination papers for 
    that office, and a circulator’s affidavit. Signers and circulators must meet the same 
    qualifications as for regular nomination papers (E.C. § 8602, 8603).

FILING FEE No fee or charge shall be required of a write-in candidate . . . (E.C. § 8604).

ELECTION RESULTS

Write-in election results are not determined until the canvass is completed. California 
election law allows a prescribed number of days for the conduct of the official canvass. 
During the official canvass, write-in ballots must be individually reviewed to determine 
if the write-in vote is for a qualified/unqualified write-in candidate and whether a voter 
has overvoted. Write-in votes are counted and certified in an election only if qualified 
candidates have filed the required nomination documents with the elections official.

Candidates who wish to be a write-in candidate and have their names counted in an election shall fulfill the 
requirements of Part 3 of the Elections Code, commencing at Section 8600. Write-in candidates must meet all 

qualifications for the office they seek. The names of the qualified write-in candidates are not printed on the ballot.
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CHAPTER 4
Financial Disclosure

CANDIDATE/TREASURER WEBINAR

CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE SCHEDULE

FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE INFORMATION 

WHERE TO FILE CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS 
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The California Fair Political Practices 
Commission and the County of San 
Diego invite you to attend a free 
webinar for Candidates & Treasurers.

FPPC presenters will explain candidate, 
political treasurer, and committee 
duties as defined by the Political 
Reform Act. The training will cover 
topics including initial campaign forms 
and filing schedules, contribution and 
expenditure rules, reporting 
obligations, advertising disclaimers, 
and post-election activities. 

Candidates &
Treasurers

Date & Time

August 11, 2026
5:00pm - 7:00pm

Location

Zoom - RSVP for link

RSVP Contact

FPPC
seminars@fppc.ca.gov
RSVP Here:

Contact Us! 1-866-275-3772  www.fppc.ca.gov  seminars@fppc.ca.gov

www.fppc.ca.gov

The California Fair Practices Commission and the County of San Diego Registrar of Voters 
invite you to attend a free webinar for Candidates & Treasurers.

FPPC presenters will explain candidate, political treasurer, and committee duties as 
defined by the Political Reform Act. The training will cover topics including initial campaign 

forms and filing schedules, contribution and expenditure rules, reporting obligations, advertising 
disclaimers, and post-election activities.

Candidate/Treasurer
Webinar

Presented by the
Fair Political Practices Commission

Tuesday, August 11, 2026
5:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.

RSVP: seminars@fppc.ca.gov

Please access the FPPC’s
website to register for the webinar!

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/candidates-treasurers-committees.html
mailto:seminars%40fppc.ca.gov?subject=
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CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE SCHEDULECAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE SCHEDULE
Filing Schedule for Candidates and Controlled Committees for Local Office.

DEADLINE PERIOD COVERED 
BY STATEMENT FORM NOTES

February 2, 2026
Semi-Annual * – 6/30/26 460 All committees must file this statement. 

Within 24 Hours
Election Cycle 

Reports
 8/5/2026 – 11/3/2026 497

File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is 
received from a single source.

File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is made 
to or in connection with another candidate or measure listed on 
the November 3, 2026, ballot.

The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of $1,000 or more 
in the aggregate must file Form 497 within 48 hours of receiving 
the contribution.

File by personal delivery, email, guaranteed overnight service, 
or fax. The committee may also file online, if available.

September 24, 2026
1st Pre-Election 7/1/26 - 9/19/26 460 or

470
Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 460 or 
Form 470 (see below).

October 22, 2026
2nd Pre-Election 9/20/26 - 10/17/26 460

All committees must file this statement.

File by personal delivery or guaranteed overnight service. 
The committee may also file online, if available.

February 1, 2027
Semi-Annual 10/18/26 - 12/31/26 460

All committees must file Form 460 unless the committee filed 
termination Forms 410 and 460 before December 31, 2026.

The January 31 deadline falls on a Sunday, so the deadline is 
extended to the next business day.

Additional Notes:

•	 *Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of the last statement filed, or 
January 1, if no previous statement has been filed.

•	 Local Ordinance: Always check whether additional local rules apply.
•	 Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official state holiday. This 
        extension does not apply to a 24-Hour/10-Day Contribution Report (Form 497) that is due the weekend before the election, and
        this extension never applies to any 24-Hour/10-Day Independent Expenditure Report (Form 496). Such reports must be filed   
        within 24 hours, regardless of the day of the week.
•	 Method of Delivery: Unless otherwise noted, all paper filings may be filed by first-class mail. A paper copy of a statement may 

not be required if a local agency requires online filing pursuant to a local ordinance.
•	 Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before soliciting/receiving contributions.
•	 Form 460: Candidates who have raised/spent $2,000 or more file Form 460. The Form 410 (Statement of Organization) must 

also be filed once $2,000 or more has been raised/spent.
•	 Form 470: Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or spending $2,000 or more) in 2026 

and do not have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before September 24, 2026. If the candidate raises or spends 
$2000 or more, later during the calendar year, a Form 470 Supplement and a Form 410 must be filed.

•	 After the Election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and whether a campaign 
        committee is open. See Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for additional information.
•	 Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents.
•	 Resources: Campaign manuals and other instructional materials are available at Campaign Rules page. 
        Or visit www.fppc.ca.gov  Learn > Campaign Rules. 
•	 Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more to support or oppose 

other candidates or ballot measures also file:
	 462: This verification form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days.
	 496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the candidate’s or  measure’s 
	 election. Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed with the filing officer in the jurisdiction of the affected 	
	 candidate or measure.

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/497.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/470.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/497.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/496.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/501.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/410.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/470.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/410.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/462.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/496.pdf
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FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE 
INFORMATIONINFORMATION

THIS SECTION IS FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ONLY
AND DOES NOT HAVE THE EFFECT OF LAW, REGULATION OR RULE.

In case of conflict, the law, regulation, or rule will apply. This section is not comprehensive and does not detail all filing requirements 
and obligations. For comprehensive information, refer to your legal advisor, consult a Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) 
manual, or contact the FPPC at (866) 275-3772, if you prefer, you can email them for advice at advice@fppc.ca.gov.

The following information is meant to help candidates, officeholders, and political committees comply with 
federal, state, and local political finance laws. Read it carefully and use the resources prescribed before you begin any 
financial activity that might be considered political in nature.

ALL 
CANDIDATES

The Federal Election Campaign Act (2 U.S.C. Section 441b) prohibits contributions from foreign 
nationals, national banks, or national corporations in connection with any local, state, or federal 
election for political office.

REFORM
ACTS

The Political Reform Act (Title 9 of the Government Code) was adopted by voter initiative in 1974 and 
has been periodically amended by state legislation and through ballot initiatives. The Act, in part, 
provides that:
     • Receipts and expenditures in election campaigns should be fully and truthfully disclosed in order  
      that the voters may be fully informed and improper practices may be inhibited
      (Gov. Code § 81002 (a)).
     • Assets and income of public officials which may be materially affected by their official actions 
      should be disclosed and in appropriate circumstances the officials should be disqualified from 
      acting in order that conflicts of interest may be avoided (Gov. Code § 81002 (c)).

The Political Reform Act is administered by the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) which 
provides the Registrar of Voters with information manuals, instruction sheets, and disclosure forms that 
must be used in order for candidates, officeholders, and committees to comply with the Act.

LOCAL 
REQUIREMENTS

Local jurisdictions may adopt local ordinances that impose requirements on officeholders, candidates, 
and committees active only in their jurisdictions. Local jurisdictions may also impose contribution 
limitations in elections within their jurisdictions. These requirements and limitations are in addition to 
state requirements. A local campaign ordinance, however, never preempts state law.

All city, county and state officeholders, candidates and committees must report contributions and 
expenditures on the FPPC’s forms and comply with disclosure requirements/filing deadlines set forth 
in the Political Reform Act.

Adjusted 2025 County Contribution Limit = $1,100 per county primary & general election. County 
Offices Only (Board of Supervisors, Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk, District Attorney, Sheriff, 
Treasurer/Tax Collector and County Board of Education). 
For the County Election Campaign Finance & Control Ordinance, please go to sdvote.com.

San Diego County Registrar of Voters is pleased to announce an online filing feature for the campaign 
financial disclosure website. This feature provides the capability for a filer to complete and submit 
campaign finance disclosure forms online. This free online service is available to any local elected 
official, candidate, or committee required to file campaign disclosure documents with the County. 
Online filing becomes mandatory once the $10,000 threshold is met; please go to sdvote.com for more 
information.

NOTE 
Some disclosure requirements must be met prior to the solicitation or receipt of any contribution or loan, and prior to use 

of any of the candidate’s personal funds in support of their campaign. Please examine materials provided carefully so that 
compliance with the law is made. 

Failure to file appropriate statements and reports in compliance with the election laws described below can result in 
substantial criminal, civil, and administrative penalties. Failure to file within the prescribed deadlines can lead to late 

filing penalties for each day the statement is late.

mailto:advice%40fppc.ca.gov?subject=
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSUREFINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
 INFORMATION (Continued) INFORMATION (Continued)

Campaign
Statement

Filing
Requirements

The Political Reform Act of 1974 requires all candidates for state and local elective office, all state
and local elected officeholders, proponents of state ballot measures who control a ballot measure
committee, and committees supporting or opposing state and local candidates, all measures, and
petition circulation drives to file campaign disclosure statements disclosing contributions received
and expenditures made.
Candidates who anticipate receiving less than $2,000 during the entire calendar year, exclusive of
the costs of the filing fee and/or Statement of Qualifications if paid from personal funds, may reduce
their filing obligation by filing a Form 470 (Officeholder and Candidate-Short Form). If there are any
contributions or expenditures, a Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement), must be filed and
records of contributions and expenditures must be maintained. No further campaign statements
need be filed for this election unless the $2,000 threshold is reached (Gov. Code § 84206).
If, after filing a Form 470, the candidate’s or officeholder’s total contributions or total expenditures for
the calendar year reach $2,000, a Form 470 Supplemental must be filed and notification must be
provided to the other candidates for the same office.
Additionally, a Form 410 (Statement of Organization), needs to be filed and a Form 460 
(Recipient Committee Statement Long Form), must be filed for the appropriate reporting periods.

Termination 
of Filing

Requirements

Candidates, officeholders and committees DO NOT automatically terminate their filing requirements
when activity ceases or when an officeholder vacates the office. An individual who qualifies as a
candidate maintains that status until any potential campaign activity which may be required to be
disclosed ceases.
After the election, a candidate’s future filing obligations usually are determined by whether he or she
won or lost. A primarily formed committee will often choose to close (terminate) its committee.
However, the law does not require any local candidate or committee to terminate.
A defeated candidate who filed the campaign statement short form, Form 470, has no further
reporting obligations after the election as long as less than $2,000 was raised or spent during the
calendar year.
Defeated candidates with committees who wish to use the money remaining in the campaign bank
account for a future election to the same office, must:
    • File a new Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement), and
    • Amend the Form 410 (Statement of Organization).
To use the funds for a future election for a different office, the candidate must:
    • File a new Form 501
    • Open a new campaign bank account, and
    • File a new Form 410 for the future election.
In either event, this must be done no later than 90 days from the closing date for the postelection
filing period or within 90 days from the date of leaving office (defeated incumbents), whichever occurs 
last, or the funds will become “surplus” campaign funds and will be subject to restrictions.
Please refer to the appropriate Fair Political Practices Commission manual for reporting
requirements for successful candidates, defeated candidates, primarily formed committees, and the
guidelines for terminating a campaign committee.

Campaign
Expenditures

From a
Candidate’s

Personal Funds

All money intended for use in the campaign, including personal funds, must be deposited in a
campaign account. All campaign expenditures for the specific office must be made from the
specified bank account. The funds in the account may not be used in connection with any other
office sought.

Statements are
Public Record

All statements filed are a matter of public record. Redacted statements may be viewed online at
sdvote.com. Un-redacted statements may be inspected at the Registrar of Voters office by anyone,
and copies can be purchased at ten cents (.10) per page.

Audits
Chapter 10 of the Political Reform Act provides the guidelines for an ongoing program of mandatory
audits. The program encompasses campaign statements filed by all candidates for elective office,
from statewide office to special local jurisdictions. The majority of the audits are conducted by a
special unit of the Franchise Tax Board.

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSUREFINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
 INFORMATION (Continued) INFORMATION (Continued)

Late Fees/
Fines/

Penalties

Filing after a deadline may lead to late filing penalties of $10 for each day the statement is late.
Committees that fail to file are subject to administrative penalties of up to $5,000 per violation. With the
exception of the 2nd pre-election statement (which must be hand delivered or guaranteed overnight
delivery), statements must be hand delivered or postmarked as first-class mail by the due date.
Certified mail is recommended but not a requirement (Gov. Code § 81007 & 91013).
Violations of the campaign disclosure law may result in criminal prosecution by the State Attorney
General, County District Attorney or civil action by the Fair Political Practices Commission, the
District Attorney, or a private citizen (Gov. Code § 91001 et seq.).
It is the responsibility of candidates and/or committees to be aware of and to file the required
campaign disclosure statements in a correct and timely manner. As a courtesy, the County of San
Diego Registrar of Voters mails reminder notices to candidates who, based on nomination
documents, appear to have a campaign disclosure filing requirement.
If a candidate and/or committee with a campaign disclosure filing obligation fails to file in a timely
manner, the non-receipt of a reminder notice MAY NOT be utilized (or rationalized) as the reason
for late or non-filing.

FILING IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CANDIDATE AND/OR COMMITTEE!

Late Contribution
and/or

Late Independent
Expenditure

Reports

Each candidate or committee that makes or receives a late contribution (including a loan) of
$1,000 or more or makes a late independent expenditure of $1,000 or more between August 5, 2026, 
and November 3, 2026, shall report it WITHIN 24 HOURS by personal delivery, fax, email,
guaranteed overnight service or online, if available (Gov. Code § 84203 (b)).

Campaign Funds All contributions must be segregated and shall not be commingled with personal funds of the
recipient or any other person (Gov. Code § 84307).

Contributions/
Expenditures

No monetary contribution of $100 or more shall be made or received in cash. No expenditure of
$100 or more shall be made in cash (Gov. Code § 84300 (a), (b)).

“Candidate”

“Candidate” means an individual who is listed on the ballot or who has qualified to have write-in
votes on his or her behalf counted by election officials, for nomination or for election to any
elective office, or who receives a contribution or makes an expenditure or gives his or her consent
for any other person to receive a contribution or make an expenditure with a view to bringing about
his or her nomination or election to any elective office, whether or not the specific elective office for
which he or she will seek nomination or election is known at the time the contribution is received or
the expenditure is made and whether or not he or she has announced his or her candidacy or filed
a declaration of candidacy at such time. An individual who becomes a candidate shall retain his or
her status as a candidate until such time as that status is terminated pursuant to Section 84214
(Gov. Code § 82007).

“Committee”

“Committee” means any person or combination of persons who directly or indirectly does any of
the following:
    a) Receives contributions totaling $2,000 or more in a calendar year.
    b) Makes independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more in a calendar year; or
    c) Makes contributions totaling $10,000 or more in a calendar year to or at the behest of
        candidates or committees.
The term “contribution” includes monetary payments, loans and non-monetary goods or services.
A person or combination of persons that becomes a committee shall retain its status as a
committee until such time as that status is terminated pursuant to Section 84214 (Gov. Code § 82013).

A committee receiving $2,000 or more must file a 
Form 410 (Statement of Organization) within ten days of receipt.

“Controlled
Committee”

“Controlled Committee” means a committee that is controlled directly or indirectly by a candidate
or state measure proponent or that acts jointly with a candidate, controlled committee, or state
measure proponent in connection with the making of expenditures. A candidate or state measure
proponent controls a committee if he or she, his or her agent, or any other committee he or she
controls has a significant influence on the actions or decisions of the committee (Gov. Code § 82016).
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FINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSUREFINANCIAL AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
 INFORMATION (Continued) INFORMATION (Continued)

FORM 410 Statement of Organization/Termination. For use in organizing a committee, amending a Form 
410, or termination of a committee.

FORM 460

Recipient Committee Campaign Statement – Long Form. For use by recipient committees 
which receive a cumulative contribution of $100 or more from a single source and/or officeholder 
not eligible to file a Form 470 or who is filing jointly with one or more controlled committees. A 
controlled committee is one which is controlled directly or indirectly by a candidate or which acts 
jointly with a candidate or controlled committee in connection with the making of expenditures.

FORM 470
Officeholder and Candidate Campaign Statement – Short Form. For use if less than $2,000 
has been raised or spent by or on behalf of the candidate, and he/she anticipates raising or 
spending less than $2,000 for his/her candidacy for the entire calendar year.

FORM 470
SUPPLEMENT

Officeholder and Candidate Campaign Statement – Supplement. For use only if the 
candidate filed a Form 470 stating they would raise or spend less than $2,000 and then later 
exceeds the limit.

FORM 496

24 Hour Independent Expenditure Report. For use by committees that make an “independent” 
expenditure during the 90 days immediately preceding the election. The (aggregated) 
expenditure must expressly advocate the election, nomination, or defeat of a clearly identified 
candidate, or the qualification, passage, or defeat of a clearly identified measure. Furthermore, 
this expenditure cannot be made to or at the behest of the affected candidate or committee. If it 
is, the expenditure is then an “In-Kind Contribution.”

FORM 497
Late Contribution Report. For use by candidates or committees that receive within the 90 days 
before an election or on the date of the election, a contribution (including loans or any 
combination of monetary and non-monetary contributions) that totals $1,000 or more from a 
single source.

FORM 501
Candidate Intention Statement. For use by candidates prior to solicitation or receipt of any
contributions, or expenditure of any personal funds used for the election, with the exception of 
filing fees and/or a candidate’s statement of qualifications.

FORM 700
Statement of Economic Interests. For use to publicly disclose personal assets and income. 
Candidates must file this form with their nomination papers. Once elected ALL “office holders” 
must file this report annually.

All the forms above may be downloaded from the Fair Political Practices Commission at: fppc.ca.gov

COMMON FILING REQUIREMENTSCOMMON FILING REQUIREMENTS
Candidates and committee treasurers are encouraged to become familiar with all of the disclosure requirements and FPPC 
forms. However, many local candidates and committees raise and spend money only in connection with a particular election 
and then terminate their filing obligations. These candidates and committees are likely to file only a few of the FPPC’s many 
campaign forms.

A list of these forms is provided below:

Candidates who spend LESS than $2,000

• Form 501 – Candidate Intention Statement
• Form 470 – Officeholder/Candidate Campaign
                      Statement- Short Form

Candidates who spend $2,000 or MORE
• Form 501 – Candidate Intention Statement
• Form 410 – Statement of Organization
                      (also used for “Termination”)
• From 460 – Recipient Committee Campaign Statement
• Form 497 – Late Contribution Report
                      (used for “24-hour reporting” requirement)

Primarily Formed Committees for Local Candidates

• Form 410 – Statement of Organization (also used for “Termination”)
• From 460 – Recipient Committee Campaign Statement
• Form 496 – Late Independent Expenditure Report
• Form 497 – Late Contribution Report

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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WHERE TO FILE CAMPAIGN DISCLOSUREWHERE TO FILE CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
 STATEMENTS STATEMENTS

FORM
NUMBER WHEN TO FILE ORIGINAL FILED HERE COPIES

FILED HERE

501 Before any money is raised or spent San Diego County
Registrar of Voters N/A

410 Within 10 days of receiving $2,000 in 
contributions Secretary of State’s Office

Political Reform Division
1500 11th Street, Room 495

Sacramento, CA 95814

San Diego
County

Registrar of
Voters

AMENDED
410

Within 10 days of whenever changes on the 
original 410 need to be made

460 According to the schedule on page 51

San Diego County
Registrar of Voters

N/A
470 On or before the due date for the First 

Pre-Election Report; September 24, 2026

470
SUPPLEMENT

Within 48 hours of receiving a contribution 
or making an expenditure of $2,000

(This form is required only if the candidate 
filed a Form 470 stating they would raise 
or spend less than $2,000 and then later 
exceeds the limit)

Secretary of State’s 
Office 
and 

each opponent
for same office

496
Within 24 hours of a $1,000 independent
expenditure being made during the 90 days
immediately preceding the election

N/A
497

In the 90 days before an election or on the 
date of the election this form must be filed 
as follows:

• Within 24 hours of receiving or making
contribution of $1,000 or more

OR
• Within 48 hours of receiving a late 
nonmonetary or in-kind contribution
This is required when contributions 
cumulatively total $1,000 or more from a 
single source

700 Candidates – Must file no later than 
August 7, 2026

Filing procedures vary depending on the office, including Federal, Statewide, State Senate, 
State Assembly candidates, and city offices. Please see next page.

This chart applies to Local candidates ONLY; not Federal, State or City offices.

NOTE
Unsigned forms are incomplete and not considered filed until they are signed.
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FEDERAL
OFFICES

Provisions of the Political Reform Act (described under “ALL CANDIDATES”) DO NOT apply 
to elections for federal office, including seats in the U.S. Senator or House of Representatives. 
Candidates for federal office and committees that participate in federal campaigns are subject to 
federal disclosure requirements.

For information on campaign disclosure requirements, candidates for federal offices 
are encouraged to contact:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION: 
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463
Phone:	(800) 424-9530
fec.gov

STATE 
OFFICES

For information on campaign disclosure requirements, candidates for state offices
are encouraged to contact:

SECRETARY OF STATE 
POLITICAL REFORM DIVISION
1500 11th Street, Room 495
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 653-6224
sos.ca.gov

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES 
COMMISSION (FPPC)
1102 Q Street, Suite 3050
Sacramento CA 95811
Phone: (866) 275-3772 (Toll Free)
Fax:  (916) 322-0886
fppc.ca.gov

CITY 
OFFICES

For information on campaign disclosure requirement, candidates for city offices 
are encouraged to contact the corresponding city clerk’s office.

FILING PROCEDURES VARY DEPENDING ON THE OFFICE, INCLUDING FEDERAL, 
STATEWIDE, STATE SENATE, STATE ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES, AND CITY OFFICES.

WHERE TO FILE CAMPAIGN DISCLOSUREWHERE TO FILE CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE
 STATEMENTS (Continued) STATEMENTS (Continued)

https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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CHAPTER 5
Campaign Information

VOTING BY MAIL

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS, MASS MAILINGS AND SIMULATED BALLOT 

REQUIREMENTS SERVICES TO CANDIDATES

STATE SIGN INFORMATION 

COUNTY SIGN INFORMATION 

CITIES SIGN CONTACTS
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REGISTERED VOTERS WILL RECEIVE A BALLOT IN THE MAIL.
Per Assembly Bill 37 (2021), every registered voter in the County of San Diego will receive a ballot in the mail for 
the November 3rd, 2026, Gubernatorial General Election. 

Will there be Vote Centers on Election Day?

Yes. A complete list of Vote Center and Ballot Drop Box locations will be available in your Voter 
Information Pamphlet and at sdvote.com.

VOTING BY MAILVOTING BY MAIL

SCHEDULE

October 5, 2026 Vote-by-Mail ballots are available by mail or in person from the Registrar of 
Voters.

November 3, 2026

Voted ballots must be received at the Registrar of Voters office, a Ballot Drop 
Box location or Vote Centers in San Diego County no later than 8 p.m. on 
Election Day, or postmarked on or before Election Day and received no later 
than the Friday after Election Day.

 For further information on voting by mail, please call (858) 565-5800.

You will also be able to track your mail ballot every step of the way! You will know when it is mailed, received, 
and counted by the Registrar of Voters. All you need to do is sign up for Where’s My Ballot at sdvote.com.*

*This option is not available for candidates who have chosen confidentiality status. Please see page 40 for more details.

http://sdvote.com
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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This section shall not be construed as requiring this notice in any editorial or other statement appearing in a regularly 
published newspaper or magazine other than a paid political advertisement.
(b) A simulated ballot or simulated county voter information pamphlet referred to in subdivision (a) shall not bear an official 
seal or the insignia of a public entity, and that seal or insignia shall not appear upon the envelope in which it is mailed or 
otherwise delivered.
(c) The superior court, in any case brought before it by a registered voter, may issue a temporary or permanent restraining 
order or injunction against the publication, printing, circulation, posting, or distribution of any matter in violation of this section, 
and all cases of this nature shall be in a preferred position for purposes of trial and appeal, so as to assure the speedy 
disposition of cases of this nature.

(E.C. § 20009)
 (a) Every simulated ballot or simulated county voter information guide shall bear on each surface or page thereof, in type 
or lettering at least half as large as the type or lettering of the statement or words or in 10-point roman type, whichever is 
larger, in a printed or drawn box and set apart from any other printed matter, the following statement:

“NOTICE TO VOTERS
“(Required by Law) 

“This is not an official ballot or an official county voter information guide prepared by the county elections 
official or the Secretary of State.

“This is an unofficial, marked ballot prepared by                            (insert name and address of person or
 organization responsible for preparation thereof).”

REGISTRAR OF 
VOTERS DUTIES

A copy of Section 84305 of the Government Code (see next page) shall be provided by
the Registrar to each candidate or his or her agent at the time of filing the declaration 
of candidacy . . . (E.C. § 16).

PUBLIC EXPENSE No newsletter or other mass mailing shall be sent at public expense (Gov. Code § 89001).

DEFINITION
“Mass mailing” means over 200 substantially similar pieces of mail, but does not 
include a form letter or other mail which is sent in response to an unsolicited request, 
letter, or other inquiry (Gov. Code § 82041.5).

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT REQUIREMENTSPOLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT REQUIREMENTS

POLITICAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS

Any paid political advertisement that refers to an election or to any candidate for state 
or local elective office and that is contained in or distributed with a newspaper, shall 
bear on each surface or page thereof, in type or lettering at least half as large as the 
type or lettering of the advertisement or in 10-point roman type, whichever is larger, 
the words “Paid Political Advertisement.” The words shall be set apart from any other 
printed matter.
As used in this section “paid political advertisement” shall mean and shall be limited to, 
published statements paid for by advertisers for purposes of supporting or defeating
any person who has filed for an elective state or local office (E.C. § 20008).

MASS MAILING OF CAMPAIGN LITERATUREMASS MAILING OF CAMPAIGN LITERATURE

SIMULATED BALLOT REQUIREMENTSSIMULATED BALLOT REQUIREMENTS
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CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODECALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE    § 8430584305

(a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a candidate, candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office for the controlling candidate, or political party committee shall not send a mass mailing unless the 
name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee are shown on the outside of each piece of mail in 
the mass mailing and on at least one of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 
6-point type that is in a color or print that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office 
box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the candidate’s, candidate-controlled committee established for an 
elective office for the controlling candidates, or political party committee’s address is a matter of public record with 
the Secretary of State.
       (2) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established 
      for an elective office for the controlling candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass mailing 
      that is not required to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84502 unless the name, street address, and 
      city of the committee is shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one of 
       the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point type that is in a color or print 
      that contrasts with the background so as to be easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street 
      address if the committee’s address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State.
(b)  If the sender of the mass mailing is a single candidate or committee, the name, street address, and city of the 
candidate or committee need only be shown on the outside of each piece of mail.
(c)  (1) A candidate, candidate-controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling candidate, 
or political party committee shall not send a mass electronic mailing unless the name of the candidate or committee 
is shown in the electronic mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority 
of the text in the electronic mailing.
      (2) A committee, other than a candidate controlled committee established for an elective office for the controlling 
      candidate or a political party committee, shall not send a mass electronic mailing that is not required to include 
       a disclosure pursuant to Section 84502 or 84504.3 unless the name of the committee is shown in the electronic 
      mailing preceded by the words “Paid for by” in at least the same size font as a majority of the text in the 
      electronic mailing.
(d) If the sender of a mass mailing is a controlled committee, the name of the person controlling the committee shall 
be included in addition to the information required by subdivision (a).

(e) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meaning:
      (1) “Mass electronic mailing” means sending more than two hundred substantially similar pieces of 
      electronic mail within a calendar month.
    (2) “Sender” means the candidate, candidate-controlled committee established for an elective office for the 
      controlling candidate, or political party committee who pays for the largest portion of expenditures attributable       
       to the designing, printing, and posting of the mailing which are reportable pursuant to Sections 84200 to 84217, 
      inclusive.
      (3) To “pay for” a share of the cost of a mass mailing means to make, to promise to make, or to incur an 
      obligation to make, any payment: (A) to any person for the design, printing, postage, materials, or other costs  
      of the mailing, including salaries, fees, or commissions, or (B) as a fee or other consideration for an 
      endorsement or, in the case of a ballot measure, support or opposition, in the mailing.
(f) This section does not apply to a mass mailing or mass electronic mailing that is paid for by an independent 
expenditure.
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SERVICES TO CANDIDATESSERVICES TO CANDIDATES

VOTER 
REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION

Voter registration data and record layouts are furnished with each request. The format 
for all data is in tab delimited text file only. It is the requester’s responsibility to 
import/export, sort, and format this information for compatibility with their database.

The purchaser will be required to:
    Complete an application
    Provide a valid copy of a photo identification card (E.C. § 2188)
    Pay in advance

Please contact us at (858) 505-7260 or
 candidatefiling@sdcounty.ca.gov for additional instructions, 

details, the application form, and pricing information.

DISTRICT MAPS

Maps of political districts may be viewed with an appointment in the Maps and Vote 
Centers section of the Registrar of Voters. They may be reviewed during regular 
business hours. To view samples of the maps, visit sdvote.com. The following maps 
are available for purchase in print, on CD, or as a digital PDF.

   1. Customer Ready Maps - Large format 36”x48” preprinted color maps are available
   for purchase for the following political districts:

Countywide:                                City of San Diego:
Congressional Districts	                City Council Districts
State Assembly Districts
State Senate Districts
County Supervisorial Districts
County Board of Education

    2. Custom Maps - Upon request, the Maps and Vote Centers staff can create custom 
   maps for specific political districts with higher detail, precinct maps, local districts not 
   listed in item 1, or other special requests. The price would be determined on a time 
   and material basis.

To purchase maps or get more information on maps, 
visit our website sdvote.com or call (858) 505-7389.

DIGITAL GIS DATA

GIS Shapefiles: Voter Home Precincts, Election Precincts and Voting Locations. 
This data is provided upon request through SanGIS at: sangis.org or calling
 (858) 874-7000. 

For other digital data inquiries, Please contact us at 
 (858) 505-7370 or (858) 505-7369.

Listed below is a brief description of some of the services and materials available from the Registrar of Voters office. 
Many of the items are to be used for specified purposes only, including political campaigns.

mailto:candidatefiling%40sdcounty.ca.gov?subject=
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sangis.org/
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GUIDELINES FOR INSTALLING ELECTON INFORMATION SIGNS 
WITHIN COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
 

These guidelines inform the public of the process of how to legally install Election Information Signs 
within County of San Diego road right-of-ways in a safe manner for all roadway users (motorists, 
bicyclists, equestrians, and pedestrians). 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 

“Election Information Signs,” hereinafter referred to as “Election Signs” or “signs,” shall be defined 
as informational signs containing any ideological, political, or other non-commercial message that are 
constructed and placed up to three (3) months in a County road right-of-way per requirements defined 
in an Encroachment Permit and in conformance with the County’s Zoning Ordinance.   

 
“County of San Diego road right-of-way,” hereinafter referred to as “County road right-of-way,” is 
defined as land the County of San Diego owns or has rights to for the improvement, maintenance, and 
operation of County maintained roads in the unincorporated portion of the County (i.e. outside the 
incorporated city areas of San Diego County).  The following website may be used to determine if a 
road is County of San Diego maintained:  http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw/roads/maintroad.html.  
Note that signs to be placed on roads in an incorporated city may require a permit from the 
respective city, and it is the sign installer’s responsibility to verify this with the respective city.  
Also, temporary signs on state highways require a permit from Caltrans 
(https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep).  Signs installed on private property in the 
unincorporated areas of the County require permission of the private property owner and shall 
comply with the County’s Zoning Ordinance. 
 
GUIDELINES: 
 

Election Signs may be permitted within County road right-of-ways subject to the following procedures: 
 

In order to prevent a danger to all roadway users due to confusion and distraction, which may be 
caused by the posting of Election Signs in certain locations where they compete with traffic safety 
signs or interfere with visibility, it shall be necessary for Election Sign installers to obtain a 
revocable Encroachment Permit from the Director of Public Works.  The following requirements 
shall be placed in the Encroachment Permit and adhered to by the permittee: 
a) Election Signs may be placed up to three (3) months in the County road right-of-way and in 

conformance with the County’s Zoning Ordinance.  
b) Election Signs shall only be placed on wood posts or wood stakes having a cross-section equal 

to or less than 4 inches by 4 inches that are placed in soil.  As required by California 
Government Codes 4216 through 4216.9, permittee shall contact DigAlert by calling 811 at 
least two (2) full working days prior to installing stakes or posts to insure no utility conflicts. 
Placement of signs shall conform to the attached “Election Information Sign Installation 
Requirements.” 

c) Each Election Sign shall (on the back) identify the Encroachment Permit number. 
d) Nothing in the permit shall be taken to imply County permission to place signs on the property 

of others. 
e) Election Signs shall not interfere with the sight distance of roadway users and shall not block 

the visibility of traffic control devices such as signs, signals, and flashers. 
f) Election Signs shall not interfere with the lawful and reasonable use of the County road right-of-

way by roadway users (equestrians, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists) and utilities.  
g) The permittee is required to remove their signs at or before the permit expiration date, and 

shall authorize the County to remove, without notification, signs not so removed by permittee.  
The County shall charge for sign removal and the permittee shall, in signing his/her permit, 
agree to pay for County cost of removal of his/her signs.  

 
Rev. 11/24/2025  KvS 
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Revised: 12/2025    ISSUANCE FEE AND DEPOSITS ARE PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 

APPLICATION FOR ENCROACHMENT PERMIT 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 110 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

PHONE (858)694-2055 ● FAX (858)279-7020 
EMAIL ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV 

Application to encroach upon the County highway governed by Chapter 6, Division 1, Title 7 of the San Diego County Code. 

Permit Owner ____________________________________________________________________________________  Telephone # ____________________ 

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Application Contact Name ______________________________  Email Address ______________________________  Telephone # ____________________ 

Is this a Broadband Project?  YES       NO         If yes, provide length: Aerial __________________________  Underground _________________________ 

Is the work part of a larger project or program requiring multiple permits, or currently under review for permit?  YES       NO        

If yes, provide: Related Permits _____________________________________________  Assessor Parcel # _______________________________ 

Is this utility relocation related to a County Capital Improvement Project?  YES       NO         

If yes, provide name of project: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Location of encroachment (street name & number):  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Fencing               Political Signs               Scaffolding               Storage               Yard               Other 

Describe: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will encroachment interfere with the public use and maintenance of: 

Travelled way  YES          NO                                                                 Side path or sidewalk  YES          NO 

Shoulder or parking lane  YES          NO                                                 Drainage structure or watercourse  YES          NO 

Justification for encroachment: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

indefinitePermit requested:           1 day          3 days          10 days                    _______ days              Effective date: _________________ 12:01am 

AGREEMENT 

In consideration of the granting of this permit, the applicant agrees: 

1. I hereby agree as condition of the granting of this permit to provide defense and indemnification in accordance with Section 71.301 of the
San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances as follows: Permit owner agrees to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the County and
each of its officers and employees from any liability of responsibility for accident, loss or damage to persons or property arising by reason
of the work done by Permit Owner, or Permit Owner’s agents, employees or representatives.

2. To comply with all applicable laws in the establishment, maintenance, and removal of the encroachment.
3. That the Permittee and any other person engaged in any work authorized by this permit shall conform to all due safety precautions for the

protection of person and property.
4. To remove or relocate any encroachment placed, changed, or renewed under the authority of this permit; prior to its expiration or within

24 hours of notification to remove, if the duration is 10 days or less; or 5 days of notification to remove, if the permit is of indefinite
duration.

5. After removing or relocating the encroachment, to restore the highway to the equivalent or better condition than it was prior to the date
this permit became effective, or prior to the date the encroachment was first placed, whichever is earlier.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the statements made herein are true and correct. 

Permit Owner’s Signature ____________________________________________________________________________  Date ________________________ 

FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 

RECORD ID: 

DPW20 ____________ 

RWENCP-___________ 

THOMAS GUIDE 

YEAR/ 
EDITION

PAGE COORD 

Date ____________________ 

UPDATED 5/13/26
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY  
FOR TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGNS 
DOT ODA-0027 (REV 04/2025)

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Notice: This document is available in alternative accessible formats. For more information, please contact the Forms Management 
Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, in writing at Forms Management Unit, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814, or by email at Forms.Management.Unit@dot.ca.gov.

PERSONAL INFORMATION NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Federal Privacy Act (5 U.S.C, Section 552 et seq.) and the Information Practices Act of 1977 (IPA) (Civil Code Sections 1798 et 
seq.) declares that the right to privacy is a personal and fundamental right protected by the California and United States Constitutions. Please 
be advised that this form requests personal information. The term “personal information” means any information that is maintained by an 
agency that identifies or describes an individual, including, but not limited to, the individual’s name, social security number, physical description, 
home address, home telephone number, education, financial matters, and medical or employment history. It includes statements made by, or 
attributed to, the individual. (Civil Code, § 1798.3, subdivision (a).)  
 
Information Collection and Access: California law requires the following information to be provided when collecting information from individuals. 
(See, for example, Civil Code, § 1798.17.)

Agency Name and Division Within the Agency Requesting the Information:
California Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations, Office of Encroachment & Outdoor Advertising Permits (OEOAP), Outdoor 
Advertising Branch.

Title of Official Responsible for Information Maintenance:
For more information, please contact the Permits Branch Chief for the Outdoor Advertising Branch (ODA) at  (916) 654-6473 or at ODA@dot.
ca.gov. In writing at the California Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations, Office of ODA MS-36, 1120 N Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95814.  Information can also be obtained on our website at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/oda.

Maintenance of the Information Authorized By: 
Outdoor Advertising Act, California Business and Professions Code section 5200 et seq.

Consequences of Not Providing All or Any Part of the Requested Information:
Disclosure of this information is voluntary. Failure to provide all or any part of the requested information may delay processing of this form.  

Principal Purpose(s) for Which the Information Will Be Used:
The principal purpose of the request for personal information is to facilitate processing this form. The California Department of Transportation is 
committed to the privacy of your personal information.

Known Disclosures:
The information obtained through the use of this form can be made available when requested by the public through the California Public 
Records Act (CPRA).

Right of Access to Records:
Individuals have the right to access information provided and may request a correction or deletion of records. Exceptions may include, but are not 
limited to, investigations and public transparency laws. Personal Information will only be disclosed as permitted by the Information Practices Act, 
Civil Code, §§ 1798–1798.83, or as otherwise required by law. To request access to, or to request correction or deletion of, information provided in 
this form you may contact the Official Responsible for Information Maintenance identified above.
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DOT ODA-0027

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

DIVISION OF TRAFFIC OPERATIONS 
P.O. BOX 942873, MS–36 | SACRAMENTO, CA 94273–0001  
(916) 654-6473 | TTY 711

CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY

California Department of Transportation
GAVIN NEWSOM, GOVERNOR

www.dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/oda

Dear Candidate or Committee Member: 
 
As a candidate or campaign worker for either office or a ballot measure, this reminder 
about State law governing campaign signs should be helpful to you. 
 
Section 5405.3 of the State Outdoor Advertising Act exempts the placing of Temporary 
Political Signs from normal outdoor advertising display requirements. 
 
A Temporary Political Sign meets the following criteria: 
 
A. Encourages a particular vote in a scheduled election. 
B. Is placed no sooner than 90 days prior to the scheduled election and is removed 

within 10 days after that election. 
C. Is no larger than 32 square feet. 
D. Has had a Statement of Responsibility filed with the Department certifying a person 

who will be responsible for removing the sign (Attached). 
 

A completed Statement of Responsibility must be submitted to: 
 
Division of Traffic Operations 
Outdoor Advertising Program 
P.O. Box 942873, MS-36 
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001 
 
Temporary Political Signs shall not be placed within the right-of-way of any highway, or 
within 660 feet of the edge of and visible from the right-of-way of a classified 
“Landscaped freeway”. 
 
State law directs the Department of Transportation to remove unauthorized Temporary 
Political Signs and bill the responsible party for their removal. We are calling these 
provisions to your attention to avoid possible embarrassment or inconvenience to you 
and your supporters. Please share this information with those assisting in your campaign. 
 
Should you have any questions, comments or need additional information, please call 
(916) 654-6473. 
 
 
 
Enclosure
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA • DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY  
FOR TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGNS 
DOT ODA-0027 (REV 04/2025)

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Notice: This document is available in alternative accessible formats. For more information, please contact the Forms Management 
Unit at (279) 234-2284, TTY 711, in writing at Forms Management Unit, 1120 N Street, MS-89, Sacramento, CA 95814, or by email at Forms.Management.Unit@dot.ca.gov.

Election Date: March November Other:

Candidate's Name:

Office sought or Proposition Number:

County where sign(s) will be placed:

Number of signs to be placed:

RESPONSIBLE PARTY:

Name:

Address:

Phone Number (Include Area Code):

Email (Optional):

The undersigned hereby accepts responsibility for the removal of Temporary Political Signs placed pursuant to Section 5405.3 of the Outdoor 
Advertising Act for the above candidate or proposition. 
 
It is understood and agreed that any Temporary Political Signs placed sooner than ninety (90) days prior to the election and/or not removed within 
ten (10) days after the election, may be removed by the Department and the responsible party will be billed for any associated removal costs.

Signature of Responsible Party Date

Mail Statement of Responsibility to: 
 
Department of Transportation 
Division of Traffic Operations 
Outdoor Advertising Program 
P.O. Box 942873, MS-36 
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001
Email: ODA@dot.ca.gov

I agree that by providing my electronic signature for this form, I agree to conduct business transactions by electronic means and that my electronic 
signature is the legal binding equivalent to my handwritten signature. I hereby agree that my electronic signature represents my execution or 
authentication of this form, and my intent to be bound by it.
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CITIES SIGN INFORMATIONCITIES SIGN INFORMATION

CITY DEPARTMENT TELEPHONE NUMBER

CARLSBAD Sign Complaints/Questions-Code Enforcement (760) 602-2703

CHULA VISTA Code Enforcement (619) 397-6000

CORONADO Planning & Zoning (619) 522-7326

DEL MAR Code Enforcement (858) 704-3651

EL CAJON Community Development Planning Division (619) 441-1742

ENCINITAS Code Enforcement (760) 633-2685

ESCONDIDO Code Enforcement (760) 839-4650

IMPERIAL BEACH Code Compliance (619) 628-1358

LA MESA Planning Department (619) 667-1177

LEMON GROVE Code Compliance (619) 825-3820

NATIONAL CITY Code Enforcement (760) 435-4500

OCEANSIDE Sign Permits - Planning Division (760) 435-3520

POWAY Code Compliance - Complaints (858) 668-4660

SAN DIEGO Code Enforcement (619) 236-5500

SAN MARCOS Code Enforcement Office (760) 744-1050

SANTEE Development Services (619) 258-4100

SOLANA BEACH Community Development (858) 720-2440

VISTA Code Enforcement (760) 639-6141

State of California (916) 654-6473

Sign Ordinances for Incorporated Cities
Information on sign permits or complaints about illegal signs can be obtained from the numbers listed below.
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CHAPTER 6
Additional Information

VOTING DAYS

OTHER ELECTION INFORMATION 

ELECTION VIOLATIONS



72

VOTING DAYSVOTING DAYS

VOTING HOURS
Starting on October 24, select Vote Centers open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. On October 31, all 
Voter Centers open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Election Day, November 3, when voting hours 
change to 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. See details at sdvote.com (E.C. § 4005(a)(2)(A)). 

LIST OF VOTE 
CENTERS

Not less than one week before the election, the Registrar of Voters shall post a list of all current Vote 
Centers in each precinct. (E.C. § 12105.5).
This list is posted on sdvote.com.

CHANGE OF 
VOTE CENTERS

If a Vote Center location changes after the Voter Information Pamphlets are mailed to voters, the 
Registrar of Voters will notify voters via a “Vote Center change postcard.”

OBSERVERS

Any member of the public may be an observer. There are strict policies and procedures observers 
must follow. 

Observers may:
  • Observe the proceedings at the Vote Centers, including opening and closing procedures
  • Inspect the roster of voters and street index at the convenience of polls workers and voters
  • Observe voting procedures throughout Election Day

Observers may NOT:
  • Interfere with the voting process or with poll worker operations
  • Photograph or videotape inside the Vote Center while it is open and voters are present
  • Touch any voting materials
  • Sit at the poll worker table
  • Discuss any ballot or political issue
  • Be in the area where voters are casting their ballots

ELECTIONEERING

(a)  “Electioneering” means the visible display or audible dissemination of information that 
advocates for or against any candidate or measure on the ballot within 100 feet of a Vote Center, an 
elections official’s office, or a satellite location under Section 3018.

(b)  Prohibited electioneering information includes, but is not limited to, any of the following:
      1. A display of a candidate’s name, likeness, or logo.
      2. A display of a ballot measure’s number, title, subject, or logo.
      3. Buttons, hats, pencils, pens, shirts, signs, or stickers containing electioneering information.
      4. Dissemination of audible electioneering information (E.C. § 319.5).
(a)  A person shall not, on election day, or at any time that a voter may be casting a ballot, within the
      100-foot limit specified in subdivision (b), do any of the following:
      1. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or nomination petition or any other petition.
      2. Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking the voter’s ballot.
      3. Place a sign relating to voters’ qualifications or speak to a voter on the subject of the voter’s 
          qualifications except as provided in Section 14240.
      4. Do any electioneering as defined by Section 319.5.

As used in this section, “100 feet of a polling place, a satellite location under Section 3018, or an 
elections official’s office” means a distance 100 feet from the room or rooms in which voters are 
signing the roster and casting ballots.

Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor (E.C. § 18370).

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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OTHER ELECTION INFORMATIONOTHER ELECTION INFORMATION

VOTER 
INFORMATION 
PAMPHLETS 

(COUNTY PAMPHLET)

Voter Information Pamphlets are mailed six to two weeks before the election to each voter who 
registers by the 29th day before the election, which is October 5. Voters who register after 
October 5, will receive either a Voter Information Pamphlet or a postcard notification.

CALIFORNIA
VOTER

INFORMATION 
GUIDE

 (STATE PAMPHLET)

This pamphlet is mailed to each registered voter household and contains all the state
propositions, accompanying text (analyses, arguments, rebuttals, etc.) and statements of 
qualifications for candidates seeking statewide office.

VOTER 
REGISTRATION

DEADLINE
October 19 is the last day to register to vote in the November 3, 2026, Gubernatorial General 
Election. 

CONDITIONAL 
VOTER 

REGISTRATION 
PERIOD

Voters who miss the registration deadline may still register and vote in person at the Registrar 
of Voters office or at any vote center within the county through Election Day. The Registrar of 
Voters highly encourages individuals to not wait until Election Day to exercise this option as it 
may cause long lines.

CANDIDATE’S 
EMPLOYMENT

The Registrar of Voters’ policy does not allow candidates or their family members to work as 
temporary employees for the Registrar of Voters office during their candidacy.

ELECTION NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES

Shortly after the Vote Centers close at 8 p.m. the first report containing mail ballot voting results 
is released. As vote center ballots are returned to the Registrar of Voters office for tabulation, 
vote results are updated. Updates occur approximately every hour until all vote center ballots 
are reported. Typically, the first vote center results are reported by 10 p.m. The ballot tabulation 
process is open for public viewing. All observers must wear badges.

ELECTION 
RESULTS

Election results are available on sdvote.com on election night beginning shortly after 8 p.m. until 
all vote center ballots have been counted.

Mail ballots dropped off at the Vote Centers and provisional ballots are counted during the 
canvass period. Bulletins with these “add-on counts” are available at the front 
counter of the Registrar of Voters office. The results on the website are updated after each 
“add-on count.”

OFFICIAL
 CANVASS OF 
THE RETURNS

The Registrar of Voters must conduct the official canvass of the returns within 30 days after the 
election. When the canvass is completed, a certified statement of the results is submitted to the 
Secretary of State, the Board of Supervisors, and affected jurisdictions.

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
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KNOW OF AN ELECTION VIOLATION?KNOW OF AN ELECTION VIOLATION?
HERE’S WHO TO CALL

In response to the many inquiries we receive regarding possible election violations or fraud, a list has been compiled 
regarding who to contact for the various types of violations.

The San Diego County Registrar of Voters is NOT an enforcement agency and is therefore unable to investigate any 
violations. Reports of violations should be referred to the agencies listed below:

      • False or misleading campaign materials: No agency enforcement; these issues are dealt with in court.
      • Violations of the Political Reform Act (Title 9 of the California Government Code in Sections 81000 through  
        91015), i.e., mass mailing requirements; slate mailers; campaign disclosure; proper use of campaign funds; 
        disclosure of economic interests: Contact the Fair Political Practices Commission at fppc.ca.gov
      • Election Fraud: Contact the District Attorney, (619) 531-4051, or the California Secretary of State at sos.ca.gov,
        (916) 657-2166.
      • Unlawful Use of Public Funds, violations of the Elections Code, the Penal Code, or any laws other than 
        the Political Reform Act: Contact the District Attorney, (619) 531-4051, or the California State Attorney General 
        at oag.ca.gov, (800) 952-5225.
      • Federal Campaigns, Congress, U.S. Senate, President of the United States, etc.: Contact the Federal 
        Election Commission at fec.gov, (800) 424-9530.
      • Open Meeting Laws (Brown Act): Contact the District Attorney, (619) 531-4051, or the California State 
         Attorney General at aog.ca.gov, (800) 952-5225.
      • Local Ordinances: Contact your local city attorney or the District Attorney, (619) 531-4051.
      • Vandalism to campaign signs: Contact your local police department or the sheriff, as appropriate.
      • Requirements Concerning Campaign Signs: See the list of contacts in this Guide.

Fair Political Practices Commission
1102 Q Street, Suite 3050
Sacramento, CA 95811-6539
Phone: (866) 275-3772
FAX:     (916) 322-0886
fppc.ca.gov

Secretary of State - Political Reform Division
1500 11th Street, Room 495
Sacramento, CA 95814-5701
Phone: (916) 653-6224
sos.ca.gov

Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463-0001
Phone: (800) 424-9530
For the hearing impaired, TTY (202) 219-3336
fec.gov

Attorney General
PO Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
Phone: (916) 445-9555 / (800) 952-5225
oag.ca.gov

San Diego County - District Attorney’s Office
Special Operations Division - Public Integrity Unit

330 West Broadway, Ste. 1020
San Diego, CA 92101-3827
Phone: (619) 531-4051
FAX:     (619) 685-6689
sdcda.org

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Federal Office Building
10385 Vista Sorrento Pkwy
San Diego, CA 92121-2703
Phone: (858) 320-1800
fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sandiego

FEDERAL / STATE / LOCAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICES

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://oag.ca.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/
https://oag.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/
https://oag.ca.gov/
https://www.sdcda.org/
http://fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sandiego
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Purpose

To establish policy and procedures for the establishment and operation of planning and sponsor groups. This Policy shall also 
establish procedures for the groups’ primary responsibilities of updating the County of San Diego’s (County) General Plan and 
reviewing discretionary regulatory projects. 

Background

The County General Plan, adopted by the Board of Supervisors, meets the requirements of State law and provides broad guidelines 
for the proper development of the unincorporated county. An accepted method for refining and updating the General Plan is to 
prepare, adopt and implement local plans for the various unincorporated communities in the county. 

Local planning is more responsive to local needs if there is a high level of citizen participation in the planning process. The policies 
and procedures that follow are intended to encourage citizen participation and to provide a uniform process in the preparation, 
revision and implementation of community and subregional plans for unincorporated areas of the county and for the creation of 
planning and sponsor groups. These groups work closely with the local citizenry and staff to help guide the course of growth in their 
respective planning areas. 

Policy

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors that: 

Representative planning groups and sponsor groups be formed in the communities and subregions of the unincorporated area for 
the purpose of advising and assisting the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors in the preparation, amendment and implementation of community and subregional plans. 

The procedures set forth herein shall be followed in the establishment of community and subregional plan boundaries, the formation 
of planning and sponsor groups and in the preparation, amendment, and implementation of community and subregional plans. 
Further, the groups may advise the County of San Diego (County) on discretionary projects as well as on planning and land use 
matters important to their community. 

Because planning and sponsor groups exist to advise the County, a planning and land use matter that does not require County of 
San Diego approval may be discussed if properly noticed, but the only action that the group may take is an action to advise the 
County of the group’s perspective on the issue.

The procedures set forth herein shall also guide the operations of all planning and sponsor groups, including the consideration of 
planning business in public meetings and the administration of internal responsibilities that must be carried out by all planning and 
sponsor groups throughout the year.

COMMUNITY BOUNDARIES 
The Department of Planning & Development Services shall maintain a map of the unincorporated area of San Diego County
 identifying the boundaries of all community and subregional plan areas, as well as sponsor group areas. The boundaries shall 
reflect commonality of interest, topography, access, and existing district boundaries to the greatest extent possible. If the boundaries 
of community and subregional plan areas are revised, voting precinct boundaries shall also be revised if necessary to conform to 
these new boundaries. 

The boundaries of group areas shall be defined at the time a group is established by the Board. The map shall be reviewed
 periodically by LAFCO and SANDAG staff for consistency with regional planning efforts. 

Each planning and sponsor group area and subregion shall be identified by name. The boundary map shall be reviewed periodically 
by the Planning Commission and the Board. During such review, boundaries may be changed for good cause by the Board after 
notification and comment by affected planning or sponsor groups. The Registrar of Voters shall be notified within 30 days of the 
Board of Supervisors’ actions. There shall be no boundary changes within 180 days prior to an election. 

SPONSOR GROUP FORMATION 
The principal function of a sponsor group is to be an information linkage between the community and County on matters dealing with 
planning and land use.

A sponsor group may be formed through two different approaches by the Board of Supervisors. Any 
community organization in an area where there is no elected planning group may seek designation by the Board of Supervisors as a 
sponsor group upon obtaining the recommendation of the Supervisor(s) for their district. Formation of a sponsor group may also be 
initiated upon the recommendation to the Supervisor of the district in which the need for a group has been indicated. 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGOCOUNTY OF SAN DIEGO
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Nominations for membership in a sponsor group may be solicited from the community at-large, by departmental staff, and/or the staff 
of the Supervisor’s office. Each sponsor group member must be appointed by the Board of Supervisors. A member cannot function 
as a sponsor group member until the Board has appointed the member and the member has completed the community planning/
sponsor group training pursuant to Article III, Section IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy. 
Subsequent vacancies shall be filled in the manner specified in Article II, Section IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws
contained in this Policy. The term of membership for sponsor groups members is provided in Article II, Section III of said Bylaws. 

The members of a sponsor group may, upon the recommendation of the Supervisor of their district and authorization by the Board, 
stand for election as members of a planning group, thus bringing to an end their sponsor group status.

COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP FORMATION 
The formation of community planning groups is authorized by the Board of Supervisors and the planning group members are elected 
by the registered voters in the community plan area. 

Elections for planning groups that have been authorized by the Board of Supervisors will be conducted by the County Registrar of 
Voters the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year. Except as otherwise specifically provided 
herein, elections will be administered according to the California Elections Code. Sections 10500 through 10566 as they presently 
exist or may be amended in the future. 

If by 5:00 p.m., on the 88th day prior to the election, the number of candidates does not exceed the number of positions to be filled, 
the Registrar of Voters shall not conduct an election of such planning group, but shall certify the qualified candidates to the Board of 
Supervisors for appointment. When the number of available positions equals or exceeds the number of qualified candidates, the 
Board of Supervisors shall, during a regular Board meeting, appoint qualified persons to the planning group as nominated by the 
Supervisor(s) of the applicable district(s). In either case, appointments shall become effective the first Monday after January 1 
following the election date. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no person elected to membership on a planning group shall have, as 
against the County, the right to any specific term of membership and the County may call an election for any group whenever the 
Board of Supervisors deems appropriate. 

Only registered voters living in the planning area are eligible to be candidates and to vote in the election of the planning group for 
that planning area. Candidates may obtain petition of nomination forms from the office of the Registrar of Voters beginning on the 
113th day prior to the election. To be a qualified candidate, the completed forms must be filed with the Registrar of Voters office by 
5:00 p.m., at least 88 days prior to the election. There shall be no 5-day extension for candidate filing if an incumbent fails to file by 
the 88th day before the election.

The Registrar of Voters shall number each seat on the planning group 1 up to 15. For the purpose of election and filling vacancies, 
each planning group member shall be designated as filling a numbered seat.

The specific number of seats up for re-election shall not appear on the ballot. Instead the ballot shall state “Vote for no more than 
Seven” or “Vote for no more than Eight” (with appropriate changes for subregional areas), depending on which terms are expiring. 
In cases where the Board of Supervisors makes appointments to the group due to an insufficient number of candidates, such 
appointments shall specify the seat number which the appointee is to fill.

In a newly authorized planning group, the 15 individuals receiving the highest number of votes shall become members of the 
planning group. The top eight will receive a 4-year term, and the remainder will receive a 2-year term. This rule will apply to the 
formation election only.

The successful individuals, as certified by the Registrar of Voters, shall become members of the planning group beginning on the 
first Monday after January 1 following the election. The Registrar of Voters shall provide each newly elected individual with a copy 
of the certified election results. Any person who fails to comply with any of the requirements as outlined by the Registrar of Voters 
shall be ineligible for membership on a planning group.

The recall of a planning group member shall be governed by the provisions of Division 11 of the California Elections Code, as it 
presently exists or may be amended in the future, regarding the recall of local officers. A planning group member shall be regarded 
as a local officer solely for the purpose of implementing the recall provisions of Division 11. The terms “governing board” and 
“governing body” referenced in Division 11 mean, for the purpose of implementing the recall provisions of Division 11, the community 
planning group whose member is the subject of a recall petition. The Registrar of Voters shall determine the method of conducting a 
recall election for a planning group member.

Subsequent vacancies shall be filled in the manner specified in Article II, Section IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws 
contained in this Policy. The term of membership for planning group members is provided in Article II, Section III of the Bylaws.
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Election of Planning Groups in Subregions

To ensure adequate neighborhood representation for each section in a subregion, the Board of Supervisors may identify sections 
of the subregion and determine the number of members and numbered seats to be filled from each section, at least 180 days in 
advance of the election, and direct the Registrar to so indicate on the ballot. Only registered voters living in a given section of a 
subregion are eligible to represent that section on the planning group. All registered voters in the subregion may vote to elect 
members for vacant seat(s) from each section. If the number of candidates does not exceed the number of vacancies in each 
section, the Registrar shall not conduct an election for that section but shall certify the qualified candidates to the Board of 
Supervisors for appointment.

If a planning group member changes his/her legal address to a different section of the subregion from that in which he/she was 
elected or appointed to represent, that group member shall immediately forfeit his/her position in the planning group. This vacancy 
may then be filled by a resident from that section of the subregional plan area where the vacancy occurred in accord with Article II of 
the Bylaws.

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE 
No person who is a candidate for membership on a community planning group shall accept or receive any campaign contribution 
which either: (1) is from a source other than a natural person; or (2) will cause the total amount contributed by the same person 
(other than the candidate himself or herself) with respect to a single election, including contributions to any agent or committee on 
behalf of the candidate, to exceed the sum of $250.00.

Financial disclosure statements shall be filed as follows:

At the time of filing the petition for nomination with the Registrar of Voters, planning group candidates shall file, and within 30 days of 
assuming office sponsor group and planning group members shall file, financial disclosure statements disclosing all financial
interests in disclosure categories 1, 2, 3 and 7 below (investments, interests in real property and business positions). Thereafter, 
sponsor group and planning group members shall file annually (no later than March 31 covering the preceding calendar year), and 
within 30 days of leaving office, financial disclosure forms disclosing all financial interests in all disclosure categories below. 
All statements by candidates for and members of planning groups shall be filed with the Registrar of Voters. All statements by 
members of sponsor groups shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.

Financial disclosure statements shall be made on forms prescribed by the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) and supplied 
by the Department of Planning & Development Services. The jurisdiction to which the financial disclosure requirements relate shall 
be the community planning or sponsor group area served by the group member, and real property shall be deemed “within the 
jurisdiction” if the property or any part of it is located within or not more than two miles outside the boundaries of the jurisdiction. 
(See Gov. Code § 82035) The members shall provide all financial information in respect to investments, real property and income 
relating to the jurisdiction required on the FPPC disclosure forms in the following disclosure categories:
1. Investments (other than those held by a business entity or trust).
2. Interests in Real Property (other than those held by a business entity or trust) “Interests in Real Property” does not include the 
    principal residence of the filer for purposes of disclosures.
3. Interest in Real Property and Investments Held by Business Entities and Trusts.
4. Income (other than loans and gifts)
5. Income - Loans
6. Income - Gifts
7. Business Positions
8. Commission Income, Income and Loans to Business Entities and Income From Rental Property

In addition, candidates for membership of a planning group shall file with the Registrar of Voters campaign disclosure statements in 
accordance with the requirements of Chapter 4 of the Political Reform Act of 1974 (Gov. Code Section 84100 et. seq.).

Planning and sponsor group members who do not completely and accurately file financial disclosure statements pursuant to the 
provisions of this Policy shall not receive legal defense and indemnification from the County pursuant to Article VIII of the Bylaws 
contained in this Policy until financial disclosure statements are filed pursuant to the provisions of this Policy.

OPERATION OF PLANNING GROUPS AND SPONSOR GROUPS 
Conduct and operation of the planning and sponsor groups is governed by this Policy, and the Brown Act, as well as by Bylaws and 
Standing Rules that may be adopted by the groups. Bylaws and Standing Rules may supplement this Policy but may not supersede 
it in any manner.
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Planning and sponsor group members are not County decision makers. They act in an advisory capacity to the Director of Planning 
& Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors, and others involved in the 
County land development process. Planning and sponsor groups are not empowered by ordinance or policy to render decisions of 
any kind on behalf of the County of San Diego or its appointed or elected officials. These groups are recognized as having a working 
relationship with the County on planning and land use matters. Community issues not related to planning or land use are not within 
the purview of these groups.

No planning or sponsor group member shall request any project proponent to make any contribution of money, goods, services 
or any other things of value to the community or to any person or organization within the community as a condition of or for 
receiving the favorable vote of the group or any of its members. Planning and sponsor groups and their members shall not make 
direct requests to project applicants for additional studies. This prohibition includes, but is not limited to, requests for further 
analysis of potential project impacts, additional studies and additional mitigation. These requests shall be made to the assigned 
County project manager, who will make a determination as to whether the requested study or mitigation is necessary. As part of a 
group’s recommendation on a project, planning and sponsor groups can make recommendations for conditions of approval relating 
to a development proposal provided the recommended conditions of approval are consistent with State law and County ordinances.

Disqualification 

No planning or sponsor group member shall make, participate in making, or in any way attempt to use his or her position on the 
planning or sponsor group to influence the making of any decision which he or she knows or has reason to know will have a 
reasonably foreseeable material financial effect, distinguishable from its effect on the public generally as described in Article VII, 
Section II of the planning and sponsor group Bylaws contained in this Policy. Members shall disqualify themselves from group 
business in accordance with Article VII, Section III of the Bylaws, but may represent their personal interests in the manner specified 
in Article VII, Section IV of the Bylaws.

Planning and Sponsor Group Meetings 
All group meetings shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act (Gov. Code Sections 54950 and
following) and Article VI of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws. All planning and sponsor group meeting agendas shall follow 
the meeting agenda template provided in Attachment A of this Policy. Group business, adjournments and other similar actions should 
not be heard by the group before agendized Action Items.

Political Activity

The group will not endorse, take action on, or support any political activity (e.g. the support of any candidate for office). The group 
may, however, provide a public forum for the discussion of planning issues which are important to their community.

Code of Conduct

All members of Planning and Sponsor Groups are expected to abide by the Code of Conduct in Attachment D of this policy.

Legal Defense and Indemnification

Planning and sponsor group members may receive legal defense and indemnification through the Office of County Counsel if the 
criteria in Article VIII of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy are met. To be eligible to receive County 
Counsel assistance, a group member must make a written request to County Counsel for defense and indemnification within 5 
business days of having been served with legal papers. The County of San Diego may decline to defend a group member under the 
circumstances specified in Article VIII of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy.

Planning and Sponsor Group Assistance 

County staff is available to assist the planning and sponsor groups. The Department of Planning & Development Services 
(Department) shall coordinate staff support for the groups. Assistance may be requested for periodic training regarding areas of 
concern and for staff attendance at meetings to give additional information on selected projects.

The Department shall provide community planning/sponsor group training for new and seated members of the groups in accordance 
with Article III, Section IV of the Planning and Sponsor Group Bylaws contained in this Policy. 

The Department shall interpret and recommend revisions of Policy I-1, recommend changes in planning area boundaries, 
recommend creation of new groups and provide general resolution of problems that may arise in the course of group activities. 
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The Department shall coordinate the appointments and confirmation of new planning group and sponsor group members with the 
Board of Supervisors and the Registrar of Voters.

Planning and Sponsor Group Expenses

The Department shall cover authorized expenses incurred by the group while doing group business. The list of reimbursable
expenses is below. Other expenses for which reimbursement is sought must be reviewed and approved by the Department prior to 
those expenses being incurred. The allocation of reimbursements among the groups shall be reviewed annually and shall reflect the 
workload of the group.
1. Posting Public Notices in Newspaper
2. Postage
3. Copying
4. Office Supplies:

a) Calendars
b) File Folders
c) Paper
d) Envelopes
e) Return Address Stamps
f) Name-Plates
g) Equipment under $50.00
h) Other similar types of office supplies

5. Post Office Box Rentals
6. Meeting Hall Rentals not to exceed $100.00/ hour
7. Letterhead (must be purchased through the Department of Planning & Development Services)
8. Mileage is a reimbursable expense for the group Chair or his/her designee at County stakeholder and steering committee
meetings and public hearings for discretionary projects located within the Chair’s or his/her designee’s community.
9. Telephone calls from the Chair, the Chair’s designee, and/or Secretary of the group when it is not possible to call using the 
Department’s toll-free telephone number.

Each reimbursement request shall not exceed $100.00 (except for meeting hall and post office box rentals) and must be
received by the Department within three months of purchase or receipt of invoice.

PLAN PREPARATION
During the preparation or update of a community or subregional plan, the role of the planning or sponsor group is to advise
and provide recommendations to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors on the proposed community or
subregional plans. The group shall be assisted by County staff in preparing the community or subregional plan and related
documents pursuant to this Policy.

Research and Analysis

During the research phase, staff may gather data on existing and needed public services, population, environmental
constraints and other information related to the potential for development within the community or subregional plan area. 
A community conference may be sponsored by the planning or sponsor group to identify community needs, aspirations and issues.

During this stage of the program, the group should become familiar with the adopted County General Plan, and the existing
Community Plan and Text. The needs of the community should be assessed, and the data prepared by staff should be reviewed by 
the group.

Goals and Policies

Based on the community conference, the adopted County General Plan, and other relevant planning policies, staff shall prepare 
draft goals and policies for the consideration of the group. The purpose of the draft goals and policies shall be to give direction to 
the subsequent more specific detailed planning that will be done to complete a preliminary plan. The draft goals and policies may 
address community preference with respect to the appropriate timing for annexation or incorporation of areas within the community 
or subregional plan area.
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The planning or sponsor group shall review and revise the staff prepared goals and policies with staff assistance and approve a draft 
set of goals and policies for publication. Any conflicts between the preliminary goals and existing County policy or planning principles 
will be resolved at this time. The draft goals and policies shall be well publicized throughout the community and the group shall hold 
an open community meeting to discuss the draft. Subsequent to the meeting, acceptance of the final draft goals and policies will be 
by a majority vote of the authorized group membership.

Plan Formulation

Based on the accepted community goals and policies, staff will prepare a preliminary plan consisting of a land use map,
proposed zoning and a text setting forth goals, policies, and standards. In the course of scheduled public meetings, staff
proposals will be revised by the planning group. With the help of community input during these meetings, a revised
preliminary plan, hereafter referred to as the proposed plan, will be prepared and approved by the group.

Staff will identify for the group, the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors any differences between the
proposed plan and existing County policy, fundamental planning principles, or the accepted community goals and policies.
Differences thus identified would result in a recommendation to either change County policy or the proposed plan.
There may be instances where staff and the group disagree on parts of the proposed plan in which case both proposals
should be brought forward to the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.

The expenditure of County funds is authorized to pay for the printing and distribution of a preliminary goals report and
preliminary plan map and report for a community which has been duly authorized by the Board to prepare or update a
community or subregional plan, subject to the existence of sufficient funds in the Department budget for such publication
and distribution.

The preparation of a community or subregional plan or its update shall be completed within two years from the date of
Board authorization, unless specifically modified or extended by action of the Board of Supervisors. The proposed plan
shall then be processed with all due speed in compliance with applicable environmental review, public hearing notification
and general plan amendment scheduling as determined by the Board of Supervisors.

PLAN ADOPTION
Planning Commission Hearing

Staff will prepare the necessary notice of public hearing and other documents as required by law. If feasible, the Planning
Commission may hold its hearing in the planning area. It is the responsibility of the group to assist staff in presenting the
proposed plan at the hearing.

The purpose of the public hearing is to assure everyone an opportunity to present testimony on the proposed plan and proposed 
zone reclassifications. Since every resident of the unincorporated county will be affected either directly or indirectly by the plan, the 
hearing is an important part of the democratic process. Upon completion of the hearing, the Planning Commission may approve the 
plan and recommend its adoption to the Board of Supervisors or may recommend revisions to the plan.

Board of Supervisors Hearing 

The Board of Supervisors must also conduct an advertised public hearing. After closing the hearing, the Board may adopt the plan 
or direct that the plan be revised. In the latter case, the plan must be returned to the Planning Commission for a recommendation on 
any substantial proposed revisions not previously considered by the Planning Commission, prior to the final adoption of the plan by 
the Board of Supervisors.

PLAN AMENDMENTS

It is the role of the planning and sponsor groups to review and make recommendations on proposed amendments to the community 
or subregional plan. Staff shall present proposed amendments to the group prior to the plan amendment being transmitted to the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors.

PLAN REVISION 

Upon authorization of the Board of Supervisors, a comprehensive revision to an existing community plan may be undertaken, in 
which case the provisions of this Policy related to Plan Preparation shall apply. Staff is not authorized to work on comprehensive 
plan revisions without specific Board authorization.
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

Proponents of development are encouraged to submit their development proposals to the planning groups for a preliminary review 
prior to formal application to the County. This procedure could be more cost effective to the applicant and could result in earlier 
resolution of local concerns. Preliminary review does not eliminate or replace the group’s formal review and/or appeal rights as a 
part of the normal application process.

The planning or sponsor group shall advise the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors in the implementation of the adopted community or subregional plan. In carrying 
out this responsibility, the group shall advise on development proposals, rezones, general plan amendments, and similar matters 
which would impact their planning area. Planning and sponsor group comments on these proposals are strictly advisory. Group 
recommendations must be in writing, and must represent a majority of the planning or sponsor group’s authorized membership. 
Minority opinions may be provided, and shall be accompanied by a statement identifying what portion of the group endorses the 
statement.

The group shall forward its recommendation to the Department pursuant to Form #534 (Attachment B), so that the recommendation 
can be included in correspondence to the project applicant and as part of the staff report for the appropriate hearing body or officer 
(the Director of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors). Every effort should be made to submit a group recommendation within seven calendar days following a meeting.

The staff report to the hearing body or official shall indicate if the County has received an official recommendation and/or a minority 
report from the affected planning or sponsor group. If no recommendation is provided, the hearing body or official may request one
from the planning or sponsor group.

Proposed Publicly-Initiated Projects

The planning or sponsor group may make recommendations on proposed publicly initiated planning and land use projects based on 
their consistency with the adopted community or subregional plan.

County staff shall inform the group of all proposed publicly-initiated planning and land use projects, including zoning amendments, 
proposed plan amendments, and proposed text revisions. Such proposals shall be presented to the group for review prior to being 
presented to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.

Proposed Privately-Initiated Projects

The planning and sponsor groups may make recommendations on proposed privately initiated planning and land use projects based 
on their consistency with the adopted community or subregional plan. Each group may review and make recommendations on 
private development applications according to the following process: 

1. The Department of Planning & Development Services shall provide each group with timely notice of private development or land 
use proposals that are filed with the County and located within each group’s community planning or sponsor group area. 

2. The Department of Planning & Development Services shall provide each group with one hard copy and an electronic copy of 
permit applications and plans associated with each project. The hard copy shall be used for display during public meetings and the 
electronic copy shall be promptly made available upon receipt by the Chair or his/her designee to members of the planning or 
sponsor group to provide members with adequate time to review permit applications and plans prior to meetings. 

3. Public notices mailed by County staff upon submittal of private development applications shall include the following information: 
Name of the pertinent planning/sponsor group, where and when the group meets, and a link to the County of San Diego website 
where the group’s agenda can be.

4. Each group Chair or his/her designee shall coordinate with the project applicant’s point of contact to place the project on the 
agenda for group consideration and recommendation. Each group Chair or his/her designee should notify the project applicant’s 
point of contact and the County Project Manager at least two weeks in advance of the scheduled meeting. Every effort should be 
made to have the meeting occur within 30 days following application submittal to the Department of Planning & Development 
Services. This is because when a project is submitted, the County Project Manager provides the initial scoping letter that identifies 
project issues after a 30 day review period. Ideally, a planning or sponsor group’s comments/recommendations are included in this 
initial letter to inform the applicant of community concerns. If a project is unable to be considered by a planning or sponsor group 
within the first 30 days after project submittal, the group’s recommendation will be sent to the project applicant by the County Project 
Manager via a separate letter.
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5. Each group shall conduct its meetings in accordance with the Brown Act and any other legal requirements, including but not 
limited to the Political Reform Act and Conflict of Interest Codes, necessary to assure the project’s proponents and opponents and 
other members of the public receive a fair opportunity to be heard.

6. Each group shall complete its review, write its recommendation, and forward it to the Department of Planning & Development 
Services pursuant to Form #534 (Attachment B) so that the recommendation can be included in transmittal of the project 
correspondence/staff report to the project applicant and the applicable hearing body or officer. Every effort should be made to submit 
the group recommendation within seven days following a meeting.

7. The staff report to decision makers on private development proposals shall include the official advisory group recommendation. If 
such a recommendation is not provided by the group, the staff report to decision makers shall indicate that no statement was filed by 
the planning or sponsor group.

APPEAL PRIVILEGES 
The planning and sponsor groups are authorized free appeal privileges on all discretionary land use matters that are located within 
their community planning or sponsor group area.

The decision to file an appeal must be approved by a majority of the group’s authorized membership. If no group meeting at which 
the appeal item may be placed on the agenda a minimum of 72 hours in advance (to ensure Brown Act noticing requirements) is 
scheduled prior to the end of the appeal period, the Chair of the group may file the appeal or must file the appeal if so directed by 
petition of a majority of the group’s membership. The decision to appeal shall then be confirmed by a majority of the group’s 
authorized membership at their next meeting. Failure to achieve a majority vote in favor of appeal at the next group meeting shall 
require the group to withdraw the appeal. The group Chair or his/her designee shall promptly notify the County project manager that 
the group confirmed the decision to appeal or that the group withdraws the appeal.

PLANNING AND SPONSOR GROUP BYLAWS 
ARTICLE I - PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY
Section I The authority for the establishment of a planning or sponsor group (group) is in the San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
Policy I-1 entitled, “Planning and Sponsor Group Policies and Procedures.” Policy I-1 also governs the group’s operations. 
Section II The purpose of the group is to advise the Department of Planning & Development Services, the Zoning Administrator, the 
Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors on discretionary projects and on planning and land use matters important to 
their community. 
Section III The group is a non-partisan, non-sectarian, non-profit-making organization. It does not take part officially in, nor does it 
lend its influence to, any political issues.
Section IV Planning group members are not County decision makers. They are advisors to the Director of Planning &Development 
Services, the Zoning Administrator, the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors only. Such groups are not empowered 
by ordinance or policy to render a decision of any kind on behalf of the County of San Diego or its appointed or elected officials.
Section V These Bylaws may be amended only by action of the San Diego County Board of Supervisors.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP
Section I     Planning group membership shall be limited to adults (18 years of age or older) who are registered voters living in the 
pertinent planning area. Sponsor group members appointed after June 3, 1998 shall be limited to adults who are registered voters 
that either reside within the sponsor group boundaries or own property located within the sponsor group boundaries. 

Section II     The group is limited to 15 members. Groups shall consist of an odd number of members, determined by the Board of 
Supervisors, ranging from a minimum of 5 members to a maximum of 15 authorized members. Neighborhood representation by 
a specific number of members is permitted. Elected and appointed members shall reflect that prescribed ratio of representation.

Section III    Membership on planning and sponsor groups shall be for four (4) years. Numbers shall be assigned to all seats. 
Planning group members will retain their membership until the first Monday after January 1 following the election, after which, if 
reelected, they will begin a new term. If not reelected, members may retain membership until replaced by the newly elected
members of the planning group. Planning group seats shall be up for election in the following years:

a. for even numbered seats: 1986, and each fourth year thereafter; 
b. for odd numbered seats: 1988, and each fourth year thereafter.
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For sponsor groups, the four year term shall expire on the first Monday after January 1, in the following years: 
a. for even numbered seats: 2003, and each fourth year thereafter; 
b. for odd numbered seats: 2001, and each fourth year thereafter.

Appointees to vacancies shall serve out the full unexpired term of the vacant seat. 
Section IV    Candidates for vacancies occurring in the membership of the group must meet all the requirements for membership, 
as set forth elsewhere in this Policy. Vacancies are filled in accordance with the group’s Standing Rules. If there are no applicable 
Standing Rules, vacancies are filled from the list of candidates in the election in order of the number of votes they received; and if 
no list exists, volunteers may be accepted. Confirmation of the candidate from an Election list or of a volunteer shall be by majority 
vote of the remaining members of the group. Only upon appointment by the Board of Supervisors can the new candidate assume the 
responsibilities of membership. The process of filling vacancies shall maintain neighborhood representation if applicable. In addition, 
appointments to planning and sponsor groups must be made to a specifically numbered seat. 

	        Solicitation for candidates to fill vacancies may be made in the notices of meetings published in a local paper.
Section V     All Chairs shall provide a valid email address to the Department of Planning & Development Services to receive 
electronic copies of project applications and plans associated with discretionary projects. Group Chairs shall coordinate with all 
members to promptly make available copies of project applications and plans associated with discretionary projects.

ARTICLE III - DUTIES
Section I      The group conducts such business and takes such actions as are necessary to accomplish its purpose as defined in 
Article I, Section II, of these Bylaws.
Section II      The group solicits comments from all citizens regarding all aspects of their planning duties. Project proponents must 
always be advised in advance when their project is an agenda item for discussion and possible action. 
Section III    Group chairs are encouraged to meet collectively from time to time with the Chair of the County Planning Commission 
to discuss community planning and regional planning issues and to advise the Planning Commission on planning matters. 
Section IV     Annually each seated member must complete a community planning/sponsor group training available online and in 
person. All newly elected and appointed planning group and newly appointed sponsor group members being seated on the first 
Monday after January 1 shall complete the community planning/sponsor group training in person prior to being seated. All planning 
and sponsor group members appointed after the first Monday after January 1 shall complete the planning and sponsor group training 
online prior to being seated.
Section V     Each member shall comply with the provisions of this Policy including the attached Code of Conduct and the Ralph M. 
Brown Act and required training. Any alleged violation of the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act or this Policy may be investigated 
by the Department of Planning & Development Services and appropriate actions may be taken, including those actions detailed in 
Article VIII of the Bylaws of this Policy.
Section VI    Each group may be represented by the Chair or his/her designee at all County hearings.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS 

Section I      The election of officers is a responsibility of group membership and is governed in accordance with the Group’s 
Standing Rules. If there are no applicable Standing Rules, the following Sections II through VI apply. 
Section II     The group elects from its members the following officers: Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. Officers shall be elected 
annually upon nomination by members of the group or by a slate of nominees prepared by a nominating committee. A majority vote 
of the authorized membership is required to elect officers. Newly elected officers shall take office at the end of the meeting during 
which they were elected.
Section III     If an office is vacated, the Chair will temporarily appoint a member of the group to fill the vacancy until a new officer is 
elected. Such election shall be held within 30 days of the vacancy. 
Section IV    The Chair provides general supervisory guidance to the group and presides over all its meetings. The Chair develops 
the meeting agenda. The Chair assigns coordinating duties to the Vice-Chair as necessary. The Chair is the sole official 
spokesperson for the group unless this responsibility is delegated by the Chair. The Chair may vote on every motion put before the 
members.
Section V     In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair assumes the duties and responsibilities of the Chair. The Chair may create 
a file of correspondence during his or her tenure. At the end of the Chair’s term, this file shall be added to the correspondence file 
maintained by the Secretary.
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Section VI    One person may be elected Secretary or the responsibilities may be rotated among the group’s membership. 
However, regardless of the number of people who serve as Secretary, the following functions must be carried out. The Secretary 
records the minutes of all group meetings and maintains a file of all group correspondence. The Secretary keeps the roll, 
certifies the presence of a quorum, and keeps a record of actions as they occur at each meeting. If the group meets regularly 
once a month, minutes shall be sent to the Department of Planning & Development Services, when feasible, two weeks after the 
minutes are approved by the group but no later than two months from the time the meeting described in the minutes occurred; if 
the group meets regularly twice a month, minutes shall be sent to the Department of Planning & Development Services, 
when feasible, eight days after the minutes are approved by the group and no later than one month from the time the meeting 
described in the minutes occurred. Minutes shall record the motions and the names of those who make and second motions if 
seconds are required. Likewise, the minutes shall indicate which members voted against, disqualified themselves, or abstained 
from voting on a motion. If a member disqualified themselves, the minutes shall state the reason. (All planning/sponsor group 
agendas and minutes are kept on file in the Office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors as required by the Public 
Information Act.) It will be the responsibility of County staff to place published legal advertisements for groups who are involved in 
Plan Updates. Groups not involved in an Update shall be responsible for placing legal advertisements for group meetings. County 
staff shall reproduce and distribute the group’s meeting notices and minutes to interested parties for a nominal fee.

ARTICLE V - SUBCOMMITTEES 
Section I      The conduct and membership of subcommittees is a responsibility of the group’s membership and is governed in 
accordance with the group’s Standing Rules. If there are no applicable Standing Rules, the following Sections II through V apply. 
However, no subcommittee shall include a quorum of the planning or sponsor group.

Section II      The Chair shall appoint the chair of all subcommittees (except the nominating subcommittee) and all its members 
with the concurrence of a majority of the group. There may be standing as well as ad hoc subcommittees. Chairs of 
subcommittees must be members of the planning and sponsor group. Membership on the subcommittee is open to all interested 
citizens, but requires nomination by the Chair and appointment by the group. All members of a subcommittee may vote on 
subcommittee matters. However, at group meetings, only authorized group members may vote. 
Section III     The purpose and scope of activities of each subcommittee shall be outlined in writing by the chair of the group upon 
creation of the subcommittee, and shall relate to planning and land use matters important to their community. 
Section IV    Each subcommittee chair shall be responsible for keeping records of actions and reports of the subcommittee and 
shall submit these actions and report to the group on a regular basis. A subcommittee Chair shall not act as a spokesperson of the 
group unless authorized to do so in writing as set forth in Article IV, Section IV of these Bylaws or as officially designated by the 
group as shown in the official minutes. 
Section V     A coordinating committee comprised of the chairs of each subcommittee may be formed to assemble information 
from each subcommittee for presentation to the group. The chair or vice-chair of the group shall be the Chair of the coordinating 
committee. The coordinating committee may serve in an advisory capacity to the chair on administrative matters.

ARTICLE VI - ORGANIZATION PROCEDURES
Section I      Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, Robert’s Rules of Order or Ray Keesey’s Modern Parliamentary Procedures shall govern 
the operation of the planning and sponsor groups in all cases not otherwise covered by these Bylaws. The group may formulate 
additional specific Standing Rules which do not conflict with or supersede these Bylaws to govern the conduct of its meetings. 
Section II      All group voting is on the basis of one vote per person, and no proxy, telephone-canvassed or absentee votes are 
permitted. Secret ballots are not allowed. 
Section III    Unexcused Absences: Any member who misses three consecutive monthly meetings, six consecutive 
twice-monthly meetings, or misses non-consecutively one-third of the total number of meetings in any one calendar year shall 
forfeit his/her membership. Such forfeiture (i.e., a vacancy) shall be acknowledged by a majority vote of the remaining authorized 
membership at the next succeeding meeting of the group. Also, by a vote of the majority of the remaining authorized membership, 
the group may waive recognition of the forfeiture for cause.

	            This provision may be made more restrictive in the group’s Standing Rules. Such vacated membership will be filled in 
the manner described in Article II, Section IV of these Bylaws.

Section IV    All group meetings shall comply with the requirements of the Brown Act (Gov. Code Section 54950 and following) and 
any other legal requirements. All meetings of the group and its subcommittees are open to the public and are to be held in a 
public place which is known in the community as a facility used for public assembly.
Notice of all group meetings shall be placed in a community newspaper at least five days prior to the meeting, if available. In
addition, a final agenda shall be posted 72 hours before the meeting is held outside of the established meeting location in a public 
place that is open to the public 24 hours a day.
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The community planning or sponsor group must provide a copy of the agenda to the Department of Planning & Development 
Services at least 72 hours before a meeting convenes to ensure agendas are posted on the County of San Diego website prior to a 
meeting. In addition, a meeting agenda will be mailed upon request by Department staff, for which a fee may be charged. All 
community planning/sponsor group meeting agendas shall follow the meeting agenda template provided in Attachment A of this 
Policy. Group business, adjournments and other similar actions should not be heard by the group before agendized Action Items. 
Section V      A quorum of the group shall consist of more than 50% of its authorized membership. No vote of the group constitutes 
an official position of the group on matters of planning and land use, unless passed by a majority of its authorized membership, 
unless otherwise required in this Policy. Any action not made in accordance with Policies I-1 or the Brown Act shall not constitute an 
official action of the group and shall not be considered by the appropriate hearing body as an official vote. 
Section VI    Reconsideration of a previous vote is permissible only if pertinent new information is brought to the attention of the 
group and the new information could not, with the exercise of reasonable diligence, have been provided at or before the meeting at 
which the prior vote was taken. A vote to reconsider requires a majority vote. If the group votes to reconsider, then the group may 
reconsider the project in light of the new information. 
Section VII   Board of Supervisors referrals on specific projects shall be placed on the agenda of the next properly noticed regular 
group meeting for discussion and an official action.

ARTICLE VII – CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Section I      Service on community planning and sponsor groups is a public trust. Group members must not engage in any activity 
where there is conflict between their private interests and the public interests of the community represented. Group members are 
encouraged to avoid situations which could give the appearance of such a conflict. Group members may not use their planning and 
sponsor group positions to induce or coerce, or appear to induce or coerce, any person or entity to provide financial benefit to 
themselves or other entity or person, nor may planning and sponsor group members use information not available to the public to 
secure private gain for either themselves or their families.

(a.)      Bribery or Graft. Planning and sponsor group members shall not solicit, accept or agree to accept anything of value in return  
            for performing or refraining from performing their planning group duties. 
(b.)      Gratuities. Planning and sponsor group members shall not solicit or accept any gift, gratuity, favor, entertainment, loan or any 
            other thing of monetary value aggregating to $250 or more, either directly or indirectly, from any person, firm, corporation 
            or other entity which would benefit materially from the outcome of a planning or sponsor group decision. Acceptance of any 
            such gratuity must be reported under Chapter 7 of the Political Reform Act of 1974 and will disqualify the member from 
            participation in the group’s activities related to the person, firm, corporation or entity responsible for the gratuity.

Section II Disqualification

No group member shall make, participate in making, or in any way attempt to use his or her position on the planning or sponsor 
group to influence the making of any decision which he or she knows or has reason to know will have a reasonably foreseeable 
material financial effect, distinguishable from its effect on the public generally, on: 

(a)        Any business entity in which the member has a direct or indirect investment worth two thousand dollars ($2,000) or more; 

(b)        Any real property in which the member has a direct or indirect interest worth two thousand dollars ($2,000) or more; 

(c)        Any source of income, other than gifts and other than loans by a commercial lending institution in the regular course of 
            business on terms available to the public without regard to official status, aggregating five hundred dollars ($500) or 
            more in value provided to, received by, or promised to the member within 12 months prior to the time when the decision is  
            made; 

(d)        Any business entity in which the member is a director, officer, partner, trustee, employee, or holds any position of 
            management; or 

(e)        Any donor of, or any intermediary or agent for a donor of, a gift or gifts aggregating $250 or more in value provided to, 
            received by, or promised to the member within 12 months prior to the time when the decision is made.

Section III Manner of Disqualification

When a planning or sponsor group member determines that he or she should not make a decision because he or she has a 
disqualifying interest in it, the determination not to act must be accompanied by disclosure of the disqualifying interest. This 
determination and disclosure shall be made part of the group’s official records.

Section IV Representation of Personal Interests

A planning or sponsor member who is disqualified above may appear before the group in the same manner as any other member of 
the general public solely to represent himself or herself on a matter which is related to his or her personal interests.
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‘Personal interests’ include:

(a)      An interest in real property wholly owned by the member or the member’s immediate family; or 

(b)      A business entity which is either wholly owned by the member or the member’s immediate family, or is under the member’s  
          sole direction and control or the sole direction and control of the member and the member’s spouse jointly.”

ARTICLE VIII – DEFENSE AND INDEMNIFICATION
In order to encourage the fullest possible participation of qualified and interested persons as members of planning groups and 
sponsor groups, the Board of Supervisors, as a matter of public policy only, has decided in its discretion that the members of such 
planning groups and sponsor groups should receive legal defense and indemnification provided the members meet the criteria in 
this Policy.

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors:

(a).     To defend and indemnify, through the office of County Counsel, any member of a planning group or sponsor group against 
	  any civil claim or proceeding against such member, if all the following circumstances exist: 
	  1. The person is a duly elected or appointed member of a recognized planning or sponsor group at the time the alleged act 	
	  or omission occurred; 

	  2. The alleged act or omission occurred during a lawful meeting of the recognized planning or sponsor group, or at a lawful 
          meeting of a subcommittee, the members of which were appointed by a planning group or 
          sponsor group at a lawful meeting;

	  3. The alleged act or omission was within the reasonable scope of duties of a planning or sponsor group as described in
   	  this Policy and was not in violation of any of the provisions of this Policy or the regularly adopted by-laws of the planning or 
	  sponsor group; 

	  4. The member completed the County’s most recent annual Community Planning/Sponsor Group training;

	  5. The member made a request in writing to County Counsel for defense and indemnification within five working days of 
	  having been served with legal papers; 

	  6. The member performed his/her duties in good faith with such care, including reasonable inquiry, as an ordinarily prudent 	
          person in a like position would use under similar circumstances;

	  7. The member completed the most recent state mandated biannual ethics training course required by Government Code
          Section 53234 (AB1234) and will provide evidence of completion upon request; and

	  8. The member timely and accurately filed financial disclosure statements (Form 700 and required schedules) pursuant to 
	  the provisions of this Policy.

(b).     The County of San Diego may decline to represent a member of a planning or sponsor group who would otherwise be 
	  entitled to defense and indemnification under this Policy if any of the following circumstances exist: 

	  1. The member does not reasonably cooperate in good faith with County Counsel in the defense of the claim for action; or 

	  2. The member acted or failed to act because of fraud, corruption, actual malice or bad faith; or

	  3. The member has more than one prior substantiated violation of the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act or this Policy. 

(c).     Nothing in this Policy authorizes the County of San Diego to pay any part of a claim or judgment that is for punitive or 
          exemplary damages.
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Board Action

1. Department of Planning & Development Services

2. Registrar of Voters



SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS

5600 Overland Ave., Suite 100 San Diego CA 92123
Fax:(858) 505-6876
sdvote.com

• Candidate Filing: (858) 505-7260   
  Email: CandidateFiling@sdcounty.ca.gov

• Financial/Campaign Disclosure: (858) 505-7260 
  Email: CandidateFiling@sdcounty.ca.gov

• Maps: (858) 505-7389

• Voter Registration: (858) 565-5800

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION (FPPC)

1102 Q Street, Suite 3050
Sacramento CA 95811
Phone: (866) 275-3772 (Toll Free)
Fax:  (916) 322-0886
fppc.ca.gov

   • Campaign Disclosure
   • State Contribution Limits
   • Conflict of Interest Disclosure
   • Lobbying Disclosure
   • Conflict of Interests Disqualification
   • Proper Use of Campaign Funds

To Report a Violation (Anonymous calls are accepted) 
(866) 275-3772 (Toll Free)

SECRETARY OF STATE
POLITICAL REFORM DIVISION

1500 11th Street, Room 495
Sacramento CA 95814
Phone: (916) 653-6224
sos.ca.gov

   • Committee Identification Numbers
   • Termination of Committees

FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION

1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463
Phone:	(800) 424-9530
fec.gov

   • Federal Campaign Disclosure
   • Contributions from National Banks, National Corporations 
     and Foreign Nationals

STATE FRANCHISE TAX BOARD
(800) 338-0505
ftb.ca.gov

   • Committee Tax Status
   • Tax Deductible Contributions
   • Charitable Non-Profit Groups
   • Any Other Tax-Related Questions

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
(800) 829-1040
irs.gov

   • Federal Taxpayer I.D. Numbers
   • Any Other Tax Related Questions

ATTORNEY GENERAL
PO Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
Phone: (916) 445-9555 / (800) 952-5225
oag.ca.gov

• Local Ordinances
• Open Meeting Laws (Brown Act)
• Unlawful Use of Public Funds, violations of the Elections  
Code, the Penal Code, or any laws other than the 
Political Reform Act

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Federal Office Building
10385 Vista Sorrento Pkwy
San Diego, CA 92121-2703
Phone: (858) 320-1800
fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sandiego

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, AND WEBSITES

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.fec.gov/
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/
https://oag.ca.gov/
http://fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/sandiego


SDVOTE.COM

Contact our office at votecenters@sdcounty.ca.gov for more information.

KNOW A LOCATION IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY THAT COULD 

SERVE AS A VOTE CENTER?

PLEASE SHARE YOUR REFERRAL WITH US.

https://www.sdvote.com/content/rov/en.html

